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haveYOURSAY SURVEY 
Have your say on a rate increase for Port Macquarie-Hastings 
Port Macquarie-Hastings Council faces significant financial 
pressures on its future budgets. 

Council's general rate fund could be reduced by almost 
$2.5 million in July 2012 as a result of the Independent 
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (lPART) only granting a rate 
rise guaranteed .for the current financial year. 

Council is considering a new application to IPART in order 
to secure long term rate funding that would deliver the 
infrastructure and particularly roadworks that the 
community has identified as priorities. 

To make any application to IPART it is vital that Council 
knows what the community thinks of the financial plan and 
the proposed options for a rate rise. 

Council has developed rating options in response to the 
financial situation and taking into account the community 
engagement carried out over 2010/11. 

Options Snapshot: 

Reduce rates to base level and cut $2.5 million in 
services. 

Secure funding - permanently apply the 7.3% rate 
increase that is in place this financial year, minimum 
change to residential rates from current charges. 

Additional rate rise for five year dedicated road funding 
program: 

Option 1 - approximately $50 a year increase to 
• rates to generate $1.68 million for road 
maintenance and transport works. 

Option 2 - approximately $75 a year increase 
to rates to generate $2.52 million for road 
maintenance, transport works including parking 
strategy. 

, , 

Option 3 - approximately $100 a year increase 
to rates to generate $3.37 million for road 
maintenance. transport, parking and road 
construction works. 

Find out more: 

Download the Future Services brochure, 

Read the Fact Sheets that further explain the Rate 
Options, Services at Risk and Previous Consultation, or 

Join the Community Reference Group to participate in a 
workshop. 

Tell us which option you support: 

Complete the survey to lodge your opinion on the 
options and go in the draw to win an iPad. 

Important Additional Information: 

Future Services brochure 
Fact Sheet - Services at Risk 
Fact Sheet - Rate Options 
Fact Sheet - Previous Consultation 

COMPLETE THIS SURVEY ONLINE AT: 
www_pmhcllstenlng.com,au/futureservices 
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SURVEY 
Information collected in this survey is confidential and will not be used or shared by Port Macquarie-Hastings Council 
for any other purpose other than this consultation exercise. 

Tell us your preferred rating option by completing this quick survey: 

1. What is your postcode? 

2. Which answer best describes where you live? 

ID'"'/ Urban (Port Macquarie, Wauchope, Camden Haven) 
o Rural (Comboyne, Kew, Beechwood etc) 

3. What is your age? 

0 Under 18 
0 19 - 25 
0 26 - 35 
0 36 -45 
0 46 - 55 

~ 
56 - 65 
Over 65 

4. What is your gender? 

~ Female 
0 Male 

.. 
5. Are you a: 

0 Tenant / renter 

~ 
Business owner 
Property owner / ratepayer 

6. Which best describes your work status? 

-
0 Student 
0 Full time 

~ 
Part time 
Retired 

0 Other 



7. In the last two financial years Council has had a 7.3% rate rise in place to fund major 
road maintenance projects. Some of the projects that have been completed Include: 

a) $' Ocean Drive resealing tt.~~~'1 .t2c. 1.. ~ -r;., f?"..fI'---.y 1;;--1' g l /(,Es/rI!IM 1fl.oA/? 
b) ~astings River Drive resealing I '-'1 -() 

c) Y'Additional maintenance grading crew 
d) v Clifton Drive resealing 6-0 () b OIY k ~ 1/., L...A-!;T (( 
e) / High traffic intersections resurfaced 

Were you aware of these major road projects? 

~ Yes 
o No 

8. Have these projects had any impact on you? 

o 

9. 

o 

o 

10. 

o 

o 

o 

-,-,_ ..... 

Yes 
;/'" Positive 
o Negative 

No, as I don't use these roads 

The services that Council provides are directly related to the amount of funding available. 
Which of the statements below meet your expectations for the services that Council 
could provide next financial year and Into the future? 

I would pay the same level of rates as previous two years and want Council to continue to 
dedicate funds to road maintenance. (Go to Q 11) 

I would pay more rates compared to the previous two years so that Council can invest in 
more road maintenance and new transport works. (Go to Q 10) 

I want to pay less in rates and understand that this means road maintenance and other , 
Council services ,will have to be reduced. (Go to Q 11) "'-' H:; <: P;.~- W~.,L--C~( 

~11 t:-1.R~'-"~J '. 
' f/J fllb-rdi £ C'l i/<.K 

In order to achieve more than road maintenance Council is considering a five year .sE/Z VI e.;;s 
financial plan that would Involve borrowing money and increasing rates to generate funds ~1'o p 
specifically for road infrastructure. Considering the impact on your rates and the Impact' It;;I(-11{ {} 
on services, which of the three options do you prefer? c! LLI'<i{ 1i..uIIR 
NOTE: All of these options include maintaining the 7.3% increase currently in place for 2011/12 plus the f+c-l tll"h.R, ~· 
standard 3% ra te pegged increase. 'f L )o'}'<'Tvs,eo;. 

L.,.i/- l Lc 
Option 1- approximately $50 a year increase to rates to generate $1.68 million for 1/ /.q ~p. plj.'j '1 

ongoing road maintenance and transport works . Ii) , I 
I --{t t') ~/p. p-

'Optlon 2 - approximately $75 a year increase to rates to generate $2 .52 -'-U 1.1 wI~ 
million for ongoing road maintenance, plus bridges, parking and road <i,,/ .,~ J-j~,'h rJ . of-

construction works. , ! -,: .!)"':,_ [) IV ~" c. ,.L 
$;'f{':;tl~6.,jJ~~~; 

Option 3 - approximately $100 a year increase to rates to generate 
$3.37 million for ongoing road maintenance, bridges, parking and road 
construction works. 

.~~~'};::;t'\f 
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11. What other information have you reviewed about Council services and the rates options? 
(You can select more than one answer) 

~ Future Services brochure 
~ / Fact Sheet - Services at Risk 

V
~ Fact Sheet - Rate Increase Options 
o Frequently Asked Questions 

News items 
o None of the above 

12. If you want to go in the draw to win one of three iPads please complete the details below 

Name: 

Contact Number: 

Email: 

THANK YOU · 

Thank you for your feedback. Further discussion forum questions are 'available online at 
www.pmhclistening.com.au/futureservices 

You can complete this survey online at wwW.pmhclistening.com-.au/futureservices until . 
Friday, 23rd December 2011. ',. 

-~-~------

Completed paper copy surveys should b'er~turned to: 

, , 

) ! 



Rates rise should ,ter position to judge how 
, fmances have been managed 

walt a year before deciding to hand over 
any extra money, 

PORT M . H r If the council passes this test 
, acquane- as mgs then perhaps one of the pres-

CouncIl asks us, the ratepayers, ent options being suggested 
to solve theIr present money b th t 
problem by handing over extra I ExP:Cti~;:z,~e~o;o come as 
funds on a permanent basls" 1 . f 

I b r th t th' . easl y as by approvmg any a 
e leve a '~ IS unrea~ the ways the council is now 

sonable because t e presen suggesting will not solve any a 
sItuation has been caused part- our problems on a ermanent 
Iy by the mIsmanagement and b is P, 
waste of money which led to atet them prove that help 
our last councIl bemg sacked. from the ratepayers is 

Surely we have the nght to absolutely necessary and that 
expect that notlung like that the council has been doing its 
SItuatIOn can ever happen part to help sort things out 
agam.. intelligently. 

So let us walt and see how the This time next year is the time 
counCIl handles ItS problems to ask us the questions being 
overthe next1 2 months. put to us a~e resent time. 

Instead of expectmg ratepay- f ~ B ian Barry 
ers to sim~lyfill the empty cash 'C'...fu II Port ~ac uarie 
box by voting for the counCIl to "I q 
applytheextrarateasaperma- CI' t h ' 
nen! imposition now, I believe Ima e c ange. 
;,~s~~x~~e':.ryonaSwearefor stil l don't know 

This would give us the oppor-
tunity to see how well the coun-

~ 
ci l has applied its 
learning-from-the-past strate­
gy and whether it deserves our 
help then. 

In next year's blldget discus­
sions, we would be in a far bet-

I DON'T often get the chance to 
listen to the Ray Hadley morn­
ingshowbuttoday Iwas able to 
do so. Is the sho\'\l always of 
such a "high" standard? 

I cannot believe that most of 
Ray's time on-air was taken up 



:'Network not a fan of rate rise 
lisa Tisdell f M \~0\11\\\ People can have aSaythroUgh~n 

'1", onlIne survey at www.pmhc 
I THE head of a residents group is not a listening.com.au/futureservices 

fan of another special rate rise. r Council staff will also collect 
Residents' Action Network feedback at shopping centres in Port 

president Rick Sharp said council Macquarie, Wauchope, Laurieton, 
I administrator Neil Porter should not L e-<;athie and Lakewood vill.'II5'''-_ 

seek to raise rates next financial year Mr Sharp said the consultation was 
and instead leave rates up to an eallyjustasales job. 

) elected council. "They have already decided to 
"If it means a few more potholes, increase rates, but they are trying to 

we are used to it here, so I don't think convince us." 
it would be a big problem," he said. He said another special rate rise 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council would put the financial squeeze on 
will gather community comment people already paying for price hikes 
about rate options ahead of applica- in other necessities. 
tion to IPART (Independent Pricing "I don't think it can be justified," Mr 
and Regulatory Tribunal) for a Sharp said about a special rate rise. 
decision. ~ An application is under considera-

The council expects to make an tion to permanently apply the 7.3 
application to IPART in late February. per cent increase granted as a one-off 

this financial year. , 
The council is also proposing a fiV~­

year plan to address the backlog of 
road infrastructure work and build 
new infrastructure. 

That would come at a greater cost 
Arange of options are up for discus­

sion, with each option holding impli­
cations about service levels. 

Administrator Neil Porter said he 
would look to the community to let 
the council know whether it would 
support a special rate increase ornot. 

It would be a disappointment, he , 
said, if the council did not retain th~ 
existing 7.3 per cent special rate rise. 

Mr Porter said not seeking a special 
rate rise to cover next financial year 
and allowing a new council to set the 
rates direction would only delay the 
inevitable. 
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~iH\1 

Work of art or eye sore. 
A SCULPTURE with distinctive tapered poles 
is the latest addition to the Oxley Highway 
upgrade. 

Sculptor · Rick Reyoolds, from Elands, 
created the public artwork to take pride of 
place in the ro.pndabout at the western 
approach ofthe Oxfey Highway deviation. 

The piece has 100 aluminium poles and 
stretches 8.5 metres high. 

The sculpture's poles create two distinct 
forms; onestandingfirmlyon the ground and 
the second reaching outward· and upward. 

The Roads and Traffic Authority funded the 
gateway sculpture to the value of$60,000. 

tell us about it online@ 
www.portnews.com.au 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council 
·provided funding at th, planning stage to the 
value of$lO,OOO. 

Preparation of the concept brief, the 
contract documents and administration of 
the contract with the artist for the design 
development, fabrication of the sculpture 
elements up to the installation stage was also 
funded by council ata cost of$14,000. 

s 
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\ two parts. It would cost ratepayers, including the rate cap 
At first, the community is being asked whether amount, $33 more on average than they paid this 

...~" to scrap the 7.3 per cent special rate rise or perm a- financial year. 
nently apply it to the rate base from July 1 next The part two option wOuld be sought for five 

option 1 
, Option 6ne in part two would 
would keep the 7.3 percent 
permanently in the rate base, and 
a 3 per cent rate cap increase, 
plus an average $50 rate a year 
rise or 4.43 per cent increase. 
The $60 a year for an average 
ratepayer would generate $1 .68 
million for road maintenance and 
transport works. 

Option two would keep the 7.3 
per cent permanently in the rate 

, base, and a 3 per centrate cap , 
-increase, plus an average $75 a . 
y.ear-niterise or 6.6 per cent . 
increase. The $75 a year for an 
average ratepayer would bring in 
$2.52 million for road mainte­
nance, transport works including 
parking strategy. 

Option three would keep the 7.3 
per cent permanently in the rate 
base, and a 3 per cent rate cap 
increase, plus an average $1 00 
rate rise a year or 8.86 per cent 
increase. The $1 00 a year 
for an average ratepayer would 
bring in $3.37 million for road 
maintenance, transport, parking 
and road construction works. 

year. years and would only apply if an ongoing 7.3 per 
Retaining the 7.3 per cent would allow services cent figure had support. 

Work achieved so far, progressing 
COMMUNITY consultation in 2008 and 2009 
showed priorities were sealed road maintenance, 
car parking and value for ratepayers' dollars. 

The council was granted a 7.36 per cent special 
rate rise for 201 0-2011 . 

This generated $2.45 million, of which $1.95 
million was allocated to roads and $500,000 to 
parks. 

Significant road maintenance projects 
completed as a result of this rate increase; 
• Ocean Drive resealing between Matthew Flinders 

Drive and Lake Cathie; $500,000 
.. Hastings River Drive resealing between the 

Pacific Highway and Humptyback Creek Bridge; 
$250,000 

• Extra maintenance grading crew on rural roads; 
$500,000 

.. Asphaltlhotmix resealing of Ocean Drive between 
Hindman and Gordon streets; $250,000 

• Asphaltlhotmix resurfacing on sections of William 
Street, plus intersections on Lake Road at 
Central Road, Savoy Street and Hill Street; 
$250,000 

.. Heavy/deep patching on Bago road; $200,000 

The council continued to work with the 
community throughout 201 O. 

It developed a number of scenarios and applied 
to IPART for a special rate rise. 

IPART granted a 7.3 per cent rise for one year 
only. 

Extra funding was directed to parks maintenance, 
surf lifesaving education programs, and tree 

management work and road maintenance. 
Road projects directly funded by the rate 

increase: 
.. Clifton Drive resealing and rehabilitation; 

$500,000 (final cost) 
• Continuation of third maintenance grader for 

unsealed roads; $500,000 (ongoing) 
.. Resealing Ocean Drive between Bonny Hills and 

North Haven; an estimated $300,000 (February 
next year) 

.. Ocean Drive resealing between Laurieton and 
Kew; an estimated $500,000 (February next year) 

.. Continuation of high traffic intersection 
resurfacing including Beechwood Road; 
$150,000 (ongoing) 

: YOUR,RATES IN ACTION Welcome work: 
CLiFTON!DRIVE "",:' The Clifton Drive 

, - resealing work 
was funded by 
the 2011 -2012 
rate increase to 
the tune of 

'", ~"''''',,:=-. ... $400,000. The 
final $500,000 
cost included 
resealing and 
rehabilitation. 

For details, see www.pmhclistening.com.au/futureservices 

Have your 
say on rates 
from p1 

Port Macquarie-Hastings 
Council general manager 
Tony Hayward said commu­
nity feedback was critical 
for the council to secure the 
necessary funds for 
road maintenance and 
improvements. 

"We ask everyone in the 
community to have a voice 
during this consultation 
process, whether you agree 
with the rate rise proposal or 
not," he said. 

The council yesterday ~' 
launched its online survey at 
www.pmhclistening.com.au 
Ifutureservices to gauge 
community opinion. 

Residents can log on to the 
survey online through 
computers at the council's 
customer service centre in 
Burrawan Street and the 
council's libraries. 

Paper copies are available ~ 
at the libraries and council 
offices. 

Council staff armed with 
iPads will also be on hand to 
help people fill out the survey 
at shopping centres in Port 
Macquarie, Wauchope, 
Laurieton, Lake Cathie and 
Lakewood vlllage. 

Theywill have paper copies 
too and a brochure will be 
mailed to all ratepayers. 

The survey closes on .d-­
December 23. 

A report will go before the 
council early next year ahead 
of an IPART application in 
' ,,#n_~T; · -:?J..~ , 



RATEPAYERS TO CHOOSE THEIR OPTIONS 

Lisa Tisdell 

LOOMING rate decisions 
will shape our community 
for years to come. 

Options for the next finan­
cial year up for discussion 
range from an average $40 
rates dip up to an average 
increase of $133 compared 
with this financial year. 

Each option has implica­
tions about what level of 
services Port Macquarie­
Hastings Council would be 
able to provide. 

And the community has an 
important role to play. 

The council wants people 
to have a say about next 
financial year's rate options 
over a five-week consulta­
tion process. 

Next financial year's rate 

IJL 
23/ 10, 

... a decision to not 
pursue a 7.3 per cent 

special rate rise would 
translate to a $2.5 

million drop in revenue 

which option for you? 
tell us online@ 

www.pol1j}ews.com.au 

address the backlog of road 
infrastructure work and 
build new infrastructure to 
meet fu ture needs. 

levels will depend on That would come at an 
community f~edback, our extracostto ratepayers. 
council's preferred approach A decision not to pursue a 
and final decision maker, 7.3 per cent special rate rise 

. [PART (Independent Pricing . would translate to a $2.5 
and RegulatoryTtibunal). million drop in general rates 

The council is considering revenue from July next year. 
a fresh application to IPART The council. says service 
to secure long- term rate cuts would then have to be 
funds anp with that comes a made. 
new wave of community Feedback suggests the 
consultation. success of a special rate rise 

An application is under application is linked with 
consideration to perma- council's ability to demon­
nently apply the existing 7.3 strate community under­
per cent increase that was standing of the rate impact 
approved as a one-off this and support for the works 
financial year. program funded through 

The council is also propos- rate revenue. 
ing a fi ve-year plan to continued p6 



Communityviews: Port Macquarie-Hastings Council project officer Kathy O'Neale and council's 
economic development manager Trevor Sargent (right) speak with Lesand Angela Chapman about rates. 

Survey samples I 

• .' r- O"\~ {~ , €Jl~ t\ 
views on rates 
Lisa Tisdell 

MORE than 500 people had 
their say online within about 
the first week of a community 
consultation push about rates. 

And Port Macquarie-
Hastings Council wants to hear 
from even more people . . 

The council is considering an 
application to the Independent · 
Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal (lPART) to secLlre 
long-term rate funds to deliver 
the infrastructure and particu­
larly roadworks previously 
identified as priorities. 

Council staff also prmrided 
information and helped people 
fill out a survey at shopping 
centres in Port Macquarie, 
Laurieton, Lake Cathie and 

Lakewood, as well as in to key outlYing communities. 
Wauchope's main street. Council's community devel-

Lake Cathie self-funded opment manager laclyne 
retirees Les and Angela Fisher said there had been a· 
Chapman said ' they would wonderful response to the 
complete the survey after _ community consultation to 
speaking with council staff on date. She said the shopping 
Wednesday, •. . centre visits provided the 

"My me.5sage"to 'council is " chance to presefitthe informa­
rates shouldn't go up/' Mr tion in a moriipersonal way. 

pmansaid. . . A brochure" will soon be 
. "They should look at their mailed to all ratepayers. 
overall expenditure in other People can "90mplete the 
areas and 'put more into the survey at www.pmhclistening 

infrastructure side of things .com.au/futureservices 
and less into donations and Paper copies . are available 
grants." .- through the council. . ~ 

The couple will consider The survey cloSes . on 
leaving the area ifrates become Dece. mber 2. 3 and a rep. ort-will 
unaffordable. go tothe council early next year 

The council will also gather . ahead of an' IPART application 
feedback in rural areas on visits in late February. • 
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No coun9ie~p,}.e rise 
now, arg~ s'group:~ 
Lisa Tisdell P . M, N,i;vv'? ered in isolation from other budget 1 

priorities," the submission said. 1 
A PROGRESS association opposes "Nothing should be off limits 1 
any sp~cial rate rise application - at when it comes to budgetary i 
least for now. restraint and decision making." I 

Wauchope Community Progress The association said more time 
Association has three main difficul- should have been given for commu­
ties with the council's consultation nity education, consultation and 
process and subsequently any pro- decision-making because of the 
posed application to . IPART substantial financial implications 
(Independent Pricing and of the proposed increases. 

\ Regulatoryllibunal) . "Survey results are only meaning~ 

{

The group's submission said the ful if those whose opinions are 
consultation process was not bal- sought are fully informed of the , 
anced, it was rushed and'it did not . implications of each of council' I 
adequately inform ratepayers of the propo~ed scenarios," the submis . ). 
full impa.ct of the proposed increas- SIOn said. -
es. . . "In this case, council has failed, In, . 

PortMacquarie-Hastings Council our opinion; to give ratepayers ade-
will consider an application to per- quate information about the ongo- : 
manently apply the existing 7.3 per ing effect of their proposed rate 
cent increase that was approved as a hikes:~ 
one-off this financial year. The association opposes any spe-

The council also proposed a five- ciai rate rise application until the J 
year plan to address the backlog of matters referred in its submission ' 
road infrastructure work and build are properly addressed. ! 
new infrastructure. The wuncH says IPART criteria t 

Ratepayers would have to dig dictated the consultation timing. j 
deeper to pay for that and the Some 2424 people responded to a { 
Wauchope Community Progress council survey about rate models' 
Association says it would be simply Council staff were on hand in t 
unaffordable for many Wauchope shopping centres to promote the I 
and district ratepayers. survey, all ratepayers were s_ent an ( 

The Wauchope Community information mail-out and ':more 5 
Progress Association submission than 50 community group~~ere ' 
said to identify roads as the num- contacted with the surveyinf6h;na- F 
ber-one priority for ratepayers andtion. 1 
then say that to get them.flXed in a Survey data will be analysed e<lfly a 
timely manner ratepayers would this year ahead of a report on the t 
have to pay extra was misguided. consultation to go before the 

"The matter cannot be consid- .. February15 council meeting'. 

• ",,-, .. ~: .r,-t~~~~,~ . 
• -!.'~~~~ 



PORT MACQUARIE 

HASTINGS 

AGENDA ITEMS 
PORT MACQUARIE HASTINGS ACCESS 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 
2.00pm Monday 14 November 2011 

Port Macquarie- Hastings Council 
Administration Building 

Function Room 
Corner Lord & Burrawan Streets, Port Macquarie 

AGENDA ITEMS: 
1. Acknowledgement of Country 

2. Apologies 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

4. Disclosure of Interest 

5. (2.15pm) Presentation by Mr Jeff Condron and Ms Barbara 
Grant-Curtis from Country Labor Branch (15minutes) 

6. Business arising from previous meeting 

6.1 Update about North Harbour tidal pool 
(Julie/Liam) 

6.2 Update - International Day of People with a 
Disability event. Wheelchair Cavalcade Friday 2 
December, allocation of roles & responsibilities 
and schedule for the day 

6.3 Invitation - Party on the Pier with Bago Magic 
7pm Friday 2 December 

6.4 Discussion about Yellow Brick Road concept 
(Nik) 

6.5 Footpath review - Wauchope (George) 

G:\ComDev\Community\ComDev\Agcd and Disabilily\Access\Acccss COllunittec\Meetings\Agenda\20 11 \Novcmbcr Access 
Committee.doc 



6.6 Owen Street kerb ramp follow up (Julie/Tom) 

6.7 Haven Waters Holiday Park pathway (Julie/Mike) 

6.8 Discussion about Access Friendly initiative and 
feedback about 'mystery shopper' exercise. 

7. General Business 

7.1 Review of plan of proposed traffic signals 
(Hastings River Drive / Airport intersection) 

7.2 Update about Access Committee involvement 
with Logistics Group for Port Macquarie Base 
Hospital Building expansion (NiklBrian/Julie) 

8. Any Other Business Arising 

The next activity of the Port Macquarie Hastings Council Access 
Subcommittee is 9.15am Friday 2 December Wheelchair 
Cavalcade, marshalling at Settlement City. 

The next meeting of the Port Macquarie Hastings Council Access 
Subcommittee is 2pm Monday 12 December 2011 at the 
Function Room at the CouncilAdministration Building. 

To enable your participation Council is committed to providing free 
accessible transport to and from meetings and respite care for the 
duration of meetings. If you would like this assistance please 
contact Julie Priest Community Development Officer - Aged & 
Disability Ph: 6581 8480 or Email: julie.priest@pmhc.nsw.qov.au 

G:\ComDcv\Comlllu nity\ComDcv\Agcd and Disability\Acccss\Access Commince\Mcctings\Agenda\20 \\ \Novembcr Access 
Commiltec.doc 



Town & Country 12-page liftout inside today 

ROAD RAGE OF A DIFFERENT KIND 

Scooters on the 
tOad to nowhere 
Lack of paths, plus poor 
condition, equals danger 
by Brie Snare 

PATHWAYS in our town a re not up to 
scratch. say residents who usc mobility 
aids. 

Garden Village Port Macquarle resident 
Brett Greyling, who has cerebral patsy, 
uses a motorlsed scooter to gel around 
town. 

Brett Is often forced to travel on increas­
ingly busy roads because there arc no 
pathways. 

His dad Chris is always nervous while 
Is t ravelling around because o f the 

I.. . .md poor condition or paths. 
"I've seen people fall off their scooters, 

panicularly when going up hills. so I can't 
relax until BrCH gets h ome; Mr Greyling 
(senior) said . 

Naneue lewis. 85, used a scooter twice 
on Ihe pathways, but decided to get rid of 
it aflcr the trips caused her debililating 
pain. which left her bed ridde n fo r th ree 
days. 

are you affected? 

Do the lack of paths or the 
condition of existing ones 

impact on you? 
Email 

edltor,portnewsO 
rurelpress.com 

or comment on this article 
online@ 

www,portnewa. 
com.au 

town where 30 per cent of the 
popula tion was over the age 
of60. 

~I've got arlhritis and have had two back 
operations, so I can't be bumping around 
on these paths to run my errands,M Mrs 
Lewis sa id . 

Port Macq uarie·H astings 
Council technical se rvices 
manager ClirfToms sa id the 
cou nci l had included path · 
ways in its community works 
program. which aims to 
upgrade sec lions of pa ths ­
including on Ocean Dr, 
Lighthouse lld and Kennedy 
Dr - within the next four Now where? Scoolerdriver Brett Greyling comes tothe end of a path and is left to ponder his tale. 

Access Committee chairman Nik 
Snndema n Allen said the co ndition - and 
lack - of palhs was ~a major Issue~ in a 

years. 
Mr Toms said the council was MVcry 

much awareM of these issues and intcnded 
10 address them as soon as suitablc fund· 

ing became available. 
MThe upgrades are ongo ing. and we will 

Iry to design shared facilities for pedestri · 

STACKS'THE LAW FIRM 

ans and cycliSts and. consequently. tho~ 
using motorised scooters will also benef 
from these paths." MrToms added. 

I Compensation Specialist 
motor vehicle claims • workplace claims • negligence claims 
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PORT MACQUARIE-HASTINGS COUNCIL 

Social 

Meeting Date: 28/09/2011 - Social 

Item 11 
Subject ANNUAL REVIEW - PMHC DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION 
ACT (1992) ACTION PLAN 2009 - 2018 IMPLEMENTATION 
PROGRESS REPORT 
Director LESLEY ATKINSON (CCD) 

. _. 

To provide a summary of actions which have been implemented to July 2011 . 
RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council accept the Implementation Progress Report. 

2. That Council continues to incorporate disability, aged and families access within 
all areas of Council work, including physical and social Infrastructure, 
communication and services. 

Discu~slon 

The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 1992 Action Plan 2009-2018 will be reviewed on an annual 
basis and a progress report submitted to Council. 

In this way, the initiatives identified in the plan will be monitored . This tracking will assist those 
responsible for action to develop future plans and identify funding opportunities to realise the 
delivery of this plan. 

It is intended that nearing the completion of the ten-year plan, in -2018, that a formal review is 
undertaken and the framework for the next period be developed. 

Some highlights of the actions which have been implemented so far include access upgrades to 
Laurieton School of Arts , increasing the large-print book collections at the Libraries , the adoption 
of the Parking Strategy, the construction of an accessible viewing platform at Lighthouse Beach 
and the Council Chamber fitted with a hearing loop . 

Ongoing actions include staff training, EEO management plan measures, ongoing compliance with 
Australian Standards for design of new works, communication materials are "Plain English" and 
available in access friendly formats , annual International Day of People with a Disabil(ty event , 
Hastings Access Sub-Committee meetings and the Glasshouse Companion Card Progr~m . 

Some exciting projects going forward into 2011/12 include the design and construction of the All 
Abilities Playground at Bain Park, construction of an access entry ramp and accessible toilet at 
Wauchope Indoor Stadium, construction of the Flynn's Beach accessible ramp, -and a series of 
mobility scooter safety workshops for seniors. L~-N ~........e.:lo 

, ~. L.- ;;;.-v 
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Whilst only three years into the ten year plan, a continuing issue of concern which requires an 
injection of major and ongoing funding is the implementation of the Pedestrian Access and Mobility 
Plans (PAMP). Due to our unique demographics the lack of community connecting infrastructure 
across our LGA remains the largest barrier to access for our community (ie lack of footpaths and 
kerb ramps, interrupted and discontinued footpaths). 

Other actions not yet started and requiring significant funding include access improvements for 
community buildings and facilities ie. accessible toilets in reserves amenities blocks at Sancrox, 
and Henry Kendall, access upgrades for the North Haven, Pembroke and Long Flat Community 
Halls, access to Lighthouse Beach, Flynn's Beach Surf Club, North Haven baths and Lasiandra 
Park. 

Please note that seven (7) of the actions in the attached document have been determined as no 
longer applicable such as Timbertown and the Kew Visitor Information Centre or due to change of 
technology. . , .. 

Alignment With Strategic Direction 

The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) Action Plan 

Is consistent with the "Looking after our People" focus area in the Towards 2030 Community 
Strategic Plan 

Consultation 

Consultation in this matter has occurred across sections with input provided by the following staff 
listed below: 

Communications - Lyndal Harper 
Community Development - Jaci Fisher, Julie Priest 
Corporate & Business Services - Kristian Enevoldson 
Cultural Development - Joe Conneely 
Customer Service - Fiona Sainsbury 
Development Assessment - Dan Croft 
Development Contributions - Tim Molloy 
Economic Development - Trevor Sargeant 
Executive Services - Stewart Todd 
General Works - Grant Burge 
Information Services - John Peasley 
Library Services - Jim Maguire 
Property Services - Jeff Walton 
Organisational Development - Juliet van Oirschot 
Rangers - Ian Chetcuti 
Recreation & Buildings - Liam Bulley, Brian Ross, Mike Olzomer 
Strategic Planning - Peter Cameron 
Technical Services - Cliff Toms, Peter Jenkins 
Tourism & Events - Linda Hall 

~~E27 
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Planning and Policy Impact 

There is an ongoing requirement for all areas to include in their plans and lor work 
programs 
appropriate actions to support the implementation of the Disability Discrimination Act (1992). 

Financial & Economic Implications 

Attached below for information is the following report, outlining each area for action, resources & 
financial impact, and completion status. 

There are ongoing financial implications for Council to implement the plan . 

. " .. 
DDAProgr ... Rpt2011.pdf 

Options 

That Council ask for further information on the attached report 

That Council not accept the report. 

" . ' 

.. , " 
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NOTES FOR JC ADDRESS - COUNCIL ACCESS - COMMITTEE MEETING -

OCTOBER 122011 

PORT MACQUARIE BRANCH OF COUNTRY LABOR HAVE BEEN 

AGITATING FOR THE PORT MACQUARIE HASTINGS COUNCIL TO 

IMPROVE ACCESS FOR THE RESIDENTS OF OUR COMMUNITY WHO 

RELY ON THE USE OF MOTOR SCOOTERS AND WHEELCHAIRS TO MOVE 

AROUND OUR COMMUNITY AND GAIN ACCESS TO PUBLIC PLACES 

WITHIN THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ESPECIALLY PORT MACQUARIE. 

THIS ISSUE WAS FIRST RAISED BY THE BRANCH IN 2007 - FOUR YEARS 

AGO. 

OVER TWO YEARS AGO, THE BRANCH WROTE TO COUNCIL ON 30 JUNE 

2009, AGAIN RAISING THE CONCERNS OF THE BRANCH AT THE 

INADEQUACY OF ACCESSABILITY FOR THE AGED, INFIRM YOUNG 

PEOf'LE AND MOTHERS WITH PRAMS, AROUND THE STREETS OF PORT 

MACQUARIE - REFER TO JUNE 302009 LETTER. 

COUNCIL RESPONDED ON 22 JULY 2009 ADVISING COUNCIL HAD 

DEVELOPED A PEDESTRIAN ACCESS MOBILITY PLAN (PAMP) IN 2001. 

THE PLAN HAD IDENTIFIED NUMEROUS WORKS TO IMPROVE ACCESS 

FOR ALL USER GROUPS. COUNCIL ALSO ADVISED IT WAS PLANNING 

... 21 
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TO UNDERTAKE A MAJOR REVIEW OF PAMP BY 2011, TO ENSURE 

CURRENCY FOR ALL USERS AND INDIVIDUALS. IT'S PLEASING TO 

NOTE THAT COUNCIL HAS PRODUCED THE PMHC DISABILITY 

DISCRIMINATION ACT (1992) ACTION PLAN 2009-2018. 

IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS REPORT JULY 2011 WHICH HAS BEEN 

PRESENTED TO COUNCIL - WE NOTE THE REPORT TO COUNCIL 

EXPRESSED CONCERN WHICH REQUIRES AN INJECTION OF MAJOR 

AND ONGOING FUNDING IS THE IMPLENTATION OF THE PEDESTRIAN 

ACCESS AND MOBILITY PLANS. DUE TO OUR UNIQUE DEMOGRAPHICS 

THE LACK OF COMMUNITY CONNECTING INFRASTRUCTURE ACROSS 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA REMAINS THE LARGEST BARRIER TO 

ACCESS FOR THE COMMUNITY (THE LACK OF FOOTPATHS AND KERB 

RAMPS, INTERRUPTED AND DISCONTINUED FOOTPATHS. THE REVIEW 

DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY FORWARD PLANNING TO OVERCOME THIS 

PROBLEM. 

FOLLOWING OUR AUGUST 3 MEETING WITH COUNCIL, THE BRANCH 

WROTE TO THE CEO OF THE SIX AGED CARE FACILITIES MENTIONED 

IN OUR SUBMISSION TO COUNCIL. 

... 3/ 
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WE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING REACTION TO OUR LETTER: 

GARDEN VILLAGE HAS 350 RESIDENTS, 40 OF WHICH DEPEND ON 

"GOPHERS" FOR TRANSPORT, MAJOR PROBLEM CROSSING HASTINGS 

RIVER DRIVE FROM FINLAY AVENUE OR GARDEN CRESCENT TO 

ACCESS SETTLEMENT CITY SHOPPING CENTRE, PANTHERS CLUB, OR 

TO ACCESS GORDON STREET SHOPS, MEDICAL CENTRE ANDIOR 

PHARMACY. 

THIS IS A MAJOR PROBLEM THAT NEEDS URGENT ATTENTION. 

SIMILAR PROBLEMS AT PARKLANDS VILLAGE. SEVERE LIMITATIONS 

FOR RESIDENTS WHO DEPEND ON TRANSPORT BY MOTORISED 

SCOOTERS OR WHEELCHAIRS, WHO NEED TO ACCESS PEDESTRIAN 

PATHWAYS. RESIDENTS WILL NOT USE ROADWAYS. - URGENT 

ATTENTION NEEDED. 

SIMILAR STORIES FOR LOURDES AND LEGACY VILLAGE: 

IN A RECENT COPY OF ANTI-DISCRIMINATION GUIDELINES FOR 

COUNCILS, ON PAGE 19 OF THE PUBLICATION, IT PRINTED THE 

DETAILS OF A DISABILITY ACCESS BASE. . . .41 
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THE l ·PSHOT OF THE COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE COUNCIL WAS THE 

COMPLAINANT WAS AWARDED $10,000. THE COUNCIL EXCUSE, THAT 

MRS TAYLOR'S IDEAS WERE UNSAFE OR TOO COSTLY WAS NOT 

ACCEPTABLE TO THE COMMISSION. 

ON BEHALF OF THE PORT MACQUARIE BRANCH OF COUNTRY LABOR 

WE RECOMMEND THIS COMMITTEE DO EVERYTHING IN ITS POWER TO 

ENSURE THAT THE RESIDENTS OF ALL AGED CARE FACILITIES IN THE 

PORT MACQUARIE-HASTINGS LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA ARE ABLE 

TO ACCESS MOST PUBLIC PLACES INCLUDING SHOPS, CLUBS, 

HOSPITALS, PLACES OF WORSHIP - BY EITHER WHEELCHAIRS OR 

MOTORISED SCOOTERS . 

. TEFF J CONDRON 

OCTOBER 7 2011 



o'1.-.~,l~"--()t~ I ,f'7 fAr~/t 'e., c.>~/t".-C..- (1' j) "i--,'--'~~ ;I-i cc 1t.!(7u;{/I'-~" 
Survey'a joke'O.5 I~ \ /I 1 /1 " 11 ( I " / l / 

I We have just received P C's / X ,'c' f/6:-::~( ,,,: 7;<'L ~ ~ 'Iv.';;, F-7~:~~" ':; U-~:-> ~'~""Yt'''- (~ 
"Have Your Say - A MESSAGE TO ? 
THE COMMUNITY", regarding / ' j . ~ / C- .,- i) / -1 ",j .c,.n( ,5'-<>-"" 
mcreasmg rates. I V L .b ( i ),\/ 1/ 7 ~ , -: L: ( / ,/ 1[;)'''' d-"-" 

So we logged on to www./ ~ . II · ...I/o11.)(..II-[) L Cj (- ( ) 
pmhclistening.com.au. i ; pr 7'( 1\ c ' ~ /" ',, ; , ~ "'-,,, ') 1 

We were absolutely disgusted, ' , (1'1 ~' IV /.L I~I ' ..: It T '" {- /) I 1-1 <:. .. ' 
but not really surprised. at the way 
the survey was put together. Puleeze ! 0 I ' 

, give the ratepayers some credit for A, j! _ ...-y.e ........ .,{ I:) 41-S c... .. /_ 
I intelligence enough to see through j T,,·-;fh>-., ·C' L:'A. I.J 1_<::.. / 
. this ploy to get more money out of JV I . 

them. / \' ".4-'.-..#'" V - ~ t:' - .t:.._kil~ D:lt!-
We were under the mistaken 'Y . 

~~:~~~p:;:~t:il~~:~:~:";~~~~~~~ _=)fZE-f;~·C;f;'} ~~ ~ __ . A_ 

~:~'o£t~~~s:l:h:n ~~u~~1 S~IV~~ ( P H .(-j L.J I; --r 1~ r1 /VJ P () tZ d 
will agree to this, or this. or else. 7" Y::( 'fi) ;'7. -/<. 1< / IV ('}:.) . 
Where is the section asking for our 
comments? /,/ / ! (2~ 1 / L-

Again. you people are trying to l..,c::-:..-(::f' -; ; )"-5', c;;- Ii ~ L _ iy .. ··t::::: ., 
dictate to your ratepayers, just as f . "h' .,'- ':\ 

• the sacked Council did. They did .e-a/' ,L,: . .-<-<-< Ci:/",. L ~jL£-z:.. /<'L1' -, 
not listen! . 

• Instead we are lumbered with 4-;r_, ,{ .. C-:-/r/-; c:.. i) I< L:~'0/ 
) a building that seats only 650 ._. ______ ._ .. _~L 

, people, And now the thousands of i1/" I 'W r ' " - (- 1 '1. '--/ '1 ( J- ("')' j'l 1.3 C L_ ,r 
ratepayers who objected and were / ~ l ) ( G -V-L _ ~ I v .,:') 
not listened to are expected to I 

continue to pay. ~h-v / y_;!_~ E-~, I T C S p c ;< 7:.( 
By the way. we have some (I I 

questions for the Council regarding Ej-- '(0 C-L 1'" (J /'1 ,~ T E~ , 
relocation of the "Aquatic Centre", 
instead of repairing and upgrading 
it. Currently, it is on Council-
owned land. If the Council sells the \ 
site they stand to realise quite a lot 
of money from it. They have given 
three options (yes, three of their 
options) to rc·locate the Aquatic 
Centre, one of them being Stuart 
Park. We are under the impression 
that Stuart Park was left to the 
people of Port Macquarie, not to 

\ the Council. as sporting grounds. 
, The park is surrounded by private 
I homes. The bird life there is prolific 
\ (33 species identified from mid· 

2007 to date). 
Can Council sell or lease a big 

chunk of Stuart Park, or any other 
......... 1.- tn <> n .. i,,'!)tp 1'i"\nU,nnll f'nr !I 

re' ....... "h· i{;t-v~.t·v <.;t.z.... evl·\.t .... ~, 
______ {..eva.. , ., . _ 

new massive Aquatic Centre? Yes, 
we probably need a better Aquatic 
Centre. But show us the location 
options before it's a "done deal" . 
Takes liS back to pre.Glasshous~ ~ 
days - here we go again. I 

If, and that's an if, Council were 
to sell the current Aquatic Centre 
slte, and sell or lease part of Stuart 
Park, or any other park, then they 
would be extraordinarily greedy by 
wantmg to raIse the rates as well 

Council has told some . of 
the reSIdents that there will be 
"conununity consultation". 

Oh yeah? 
Name withheld 



• gain 
RELIEF is in sight for Port 
Macquarie properties on a stretch 
of Lighthouse Ro ad historically 
plagued with stormwater during 

1 heavy rain. 
Work is expected to start shortly 

to improve stormwater drainage 
on Lighthouse Road from Matthew 
Flinders Drive to Davis 
Crescent. 

Properties in this area of 
Lighthouse Beach have historically 
experienced significant quantities 
of stormwater during heavy rain. 

Port Macquarie-Hastings 
Council awarded the job to 
civil construction company 

MCRS (Midcoast Road Services) 
after a tender process. 

The $145,470 project will include 
the construction of stormwater 
drainage lines and pits, retaining 
structures, kerb and guttering, 
footpaths, driveway replacement 
and road widening. 

MCRS general manager Mark 
Pilgrim said there would be up to 
eight people working on the project 
at anyone time. 

He said the project represented a 
reasonable size civil· job for the 
company. 

"It is good for us," Mr Pilgrim said 
about the project. 

-~- - - -_. ---
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THE Buller Street boat ramp has' 
been closed permanently on the eve 
of the busy summer season. 
Port Macquarie-Hast ings CounciPs 
recreation and buildings manager 
Liam Bulley said the council had 
considered its options when 
assessing the ramp structure and it 
looked like a complete rebuild was 
required. However, this comes at a 
considerable cost. 

" ~ 
It's hardly like the condition of 
the boat ramp deteriorated 
overnight. Yet another FAIL for 
.our council'. Leslie Williams, 
are you going to get 
some funds or a grant from 
somewhere to sort out this 
mess? 
@ron 

, , Council's reluctance to ens ure 

~ 
repairs to this ramp is another 
example of its (Council's) 
attitude to boat owners. 

~ 
up for 12 months to make s ure 
funds were available rather 
than close it for good. 
Westport ramp would be nicer 
if boaties respected others 
more and moved their boats 

There has never been an 
appreciation of boat owners' 
needs in this town. Have a look 
at other towns (South West 
Rocks has good access for 
trailer boats as has Crowdy 
Head). This town is supposed 
to "live off" the tourist - or so 

well away from the ramp rather 
than pull the boat out and 
park it right in front of the ramp 
limiting access to others. 
@deeson 

1 
we are told!!! Welcome to 
NSW's worst boating ~afilitieso 

everyone!!! f M '\J~l @jo _ . ~\ t.\ II 

" As a regular user of the 
Westport boat ramp I am 
astounded at the number of 
times people cannot launch 
their boat and leave a vehicle & 
trailer in the car park due to it 
being full from some event on 

e vicinity. Perhaps trailer 

" It's a shame the ramp has 
deteriorated but I'm sure those 
who use it would gladly give it L

anlY parking is required . On the 
other hand. perhaps it's the 
,Glasshouse carpark overflow! ~ 

~~~~~ound t:s:w". , 
"'y,- ii '. A/d < 

S· I d ""'''"", bY,~~~J.,.. Imp e reme y w"".'",Med" b1 ' 

for state of decay :~=~ilN~~ 
THOSE who are complaining \U~~ ~est . _ ~" 
about council's intention of ' ./,j..:--~ 
inc~easing rates have not done 19 Port Mac~, u _ :~~,~ . 
their sums. l copyright of r . \ioI 

The largest increase-w1U pra- "'~'r" " 
vide only $3.37 million ,addi- ~ Y, 
. al * uon revenue. lith 

The council is paying $'\ 2.5 ''''th,' 
million annually to serviceothe 
Glasshouse debt. and maintain 
and administer the building. 

This hopeless situation will be 
our reality for the next 16 years 
unless the state government 
steps in with a one-off payment 
towards the debt. 

Prior to the recent state elec, 
lion The Nationals promised 
$75 million would be set aside in 
case it was needed to complete 
the fourth and fifth stages of 
Port Macquarie Base Hospital. 

Hastings people would be 
eternally grateful if this amount 
was applied to the Glasshouse 
debt. A failure to do so will see 
the Hastings' road system and 
other infrastructure deteriorate 
to a third-wrrld standard. 

, 1 "'" " Oh'P' 



Fed up: Lorraine and Jim Reynolds with their grandson Jay, 9. Their home, on Burrawan 
Street, has been inundated with water four times this year. 

tfloods a 
h l1azard' 

Kate Prideaux 

BURRAWAN Street residents say ongoing flash 
flooding is not just costly but a health hazard . 

State Emergency Services have rushed 

I 
sandbags to homes on Burrawan Street twice this 
month-on November 12 and 18- afterheavyrain 
caused flash floods. 

j 
Homes and a motel on the street were also 

: inundated with water in March and September. 
Long·term resident Lorraine Reynolds, 68, said 

she rarely gets s ick but was struck down by a virus 
after the most recent flood. 

,nner Council employee Craig 
,ift McNair has been appointed to 
~ position ofDirect?T of Corporate 
d Business Services for Port 
acquarie-Hastings Council. 
General Manager Tony Hayward 

llOunced the appointment to staff 
"terday, following a selectIOn 
ocess conducted after 44 
tplications were received. . 
"Following an extensive 

sessment of the applications and 
depth interviews with a t~umberof 
.ortlisted candidates, the mtervtew 

panel made a unanimous decision 
to offer the position to Craig. I'm 
delighted that he has accepted," 
said Mr Hayward. 

Mr Swift McNair, who was 
previously employed . as the 
Manager, Business Services wl~h 
Port Macquarie-Hastings CounCil, 
is currently with Greater. Taree City 
Council as the Execullve Leader 
Resource Planning. 

The new Director will commence 
in Port Macquarie on I3 Feblllary 
2012. M oR;? .~~ H«-4 

"[ was up at six this morning wiping the walls~ 
down with Dettol and bleach," Mrs Reynolds 
said. "Even the SES man said 'When are they " 
going to do something'." 

But Mrs Reynolds said she was more concerned 
the toll it took on her grandson, 9, who lives with 
the couple. 

"He gets scared when the water comes in, he's 
my number one priority at the moment," shesaid. 

Margaret Smith, 70, ofBurrawan Street, arrived 
home from Wauchope to find knee-deep water at 
her door. 

"It was scary walking through the water. "[ had 
to hold my shoes and bag over my head," Ms 
Smith said. 

"Lucky [ had four sand bags left over from last 
time." -

Rubber supports have become a permanent .-rl ;:,. 
fixture under many pieces of furniture in Ms r 'o 

Smith's home. • 1:'1 ",-
Port Macquarie-Hastings Council infrast'uc-~o I 

ture manager Gary Randall said earlier this year 
that the council had plans to address the problem 'r}J 
by raising the footpath and driveways along the ,," , I 
southern 'side ofthe street ~ 

A Port Macquarie-Hastings Council spokes- / HJ.ffo.! 
woman this week said final design for the works v-r--
was due in early December. 01 

"Work will commence as soon as the design has I _ .,I, I. . 
been finalised," the spokeswoman said. . P.jVV"""",, 

James Reynolds, 77, said he had almost given , .. 
up. ;fp' 

"There's no doubt it'll happen again before they 
do anything," he said. ~ 

~~ 
fl~ 

Relax & enjoy a night at the luxury 
air conditioned 
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I~ 'ItiJn" ~Tews 
Survey receives 2424 responses 
,isa Tisdell 

,BOUT 2400 people shared 
heir opinions about rate 
Iptions in one of our 
:ounei!'s most comprehensive 
:ommunity consultation 
:xercises. 
Some 2424 people responded 

a a survey after Port 
.1acquarie-Hastings Council 
.ought community opinion on 
ate models. 
The council is considering 

naking a special rate rise 
'pplication to the Independent 
'r icing and Regulatory 
' ribunal (lPART). 

A survey collected feedback 
lIlline while others chose 
a submit paper copies 
vhich were entered into the 
latabase. 

Extraordinary meeting 

AN exlraordinary council 
meeling will be held on 
January 4. 
The meeting has been called 
to deal with an administrative 
matter associaled wilh lhe 
free car parking agreement 
which Port Macquarie-

j
" Hastings Council is entering 
into wilh Coles Group 
Property Developmenls. 
Coles Group Property 
Developments require 
council's common seal to be 
affixed 10 lhe free parking 
agreement however this was 
omitted from the council 
report on December.14. 
It is recommended the 
common seal of council be 
affixed 10 lhe free parking 
agreement. More than 960 documents 

"ere downloaded from the 
vebsite. the previous consultation were 

Council staff also took iPADs also available. 
a the streets so residents could Analysis of the survey data 
:omplete the online survey on will occur early in the new 
he spot. year in preparation for a 

Staff spent almost 30 hours in report on the consultation to go 
:hopping centres around the to the February IS council 
lIea offering residents the meetmg. 
nformation and a chance to ~Administrator Neil P?~ter is 
ake part in the survey. ex ect<:- to make a '!F~on at 
All ratepayers received a mail the e ruary council m eetmg 

lUt and more than 50 commu- about the funding model to 
lity groups were contacted be sought for the 201 2-2013 
Nith the survey information. financial year onwards. 

Fact sheets on the rate Mr Porter said he would 
)ptions, the services at risk and make the decision very 
www.portnews.com.au 

carefully after receiving the 
community feedback and 
talking to the Division of Local 
Govemment. 

"It will be a very well 
considered decision," Mr 
Porter said. 

Council's general manager 
Tony Hayward said part of the 
challenge in conducting 
consultation of this nature 
was meeting the I PART 
requirements in · preparation 
for a poten tial rate increase 
submission. 

I PART has the final say. 
"While it is the administra­

tor'SrmaIdeClSlOn--as-~to 
W et er we seek a rafe· ifse~ in' 
preparatIOn we fiavetomake 
sure our consultation meets 
the IPART criteria," Mr: 
Hayward said. 

"This criteria dictated the 
timing of the consultation, as 
an application would be due by 
late February 2012. 

"It also means we have to 
demonstrate that we have 
informed the community of 
the opportunity to have a 
say, which led us to mailing 
the future services brochure to 
all 'ratepayers: 'li'jr- Hayw,ud 
said. 

He said although the analysi, 
on the results of the survey wm 
yet to be done, he was thrill e< 
with the level ofpartieipation. 

The community consulta 
tion closed on Friday. 

www.portmacquarieindependent.Ct 

Council rate options 
The requirement to read and accepr 
pages of condil ions before making 
a comment on the Port Macquant 
Hastings Counci l's 'future services 
website is enough to put some 
people off making any comment. 

The Council's options don 't givl>­
us much of a choice. All illvolvj::) 
significant increases and try to get­
us to agree to them based on thl2-
emotive issue of fixing the roads 
Where are Ihe other options thad' 
detail what would have to deleleW 
from Council's program if, fo t"" 
example, only the IPART pegged 
increase was allowed. 

The impact oftbe options canncvt 
be effectively assessed because tlk? 
basis on which Ihey are predicat",l 
is Ihe 'average ratepayer'. What is 
the average ratepayer? This figure. 
is nol provided. Therefore, it is' 
impossible to assess the impact 09 
an individual ratepayer. 

It should not be overlooked 
that the Council's proposition i ~ 
that these increases are not ju~} 
for 2012113 but for the long terr,l 
thereby compounding the increaseS" 
to even greater amounts in futun~ 
years. . 

Fnrthennore, what other Counc , l 
increases are in the pipeline e .~ 
water and waste collection, 0." 
top of these there will be furtho;, 
significant increases in eiectricit\J 
and gas charges. All of these hav;, 

. to be considered in the context ~) 
Ihe household budget 

In managing a household budg(l 
sensible people forgo items that 111"'1 
would like to have but can't afTor0. 
Council should adopl the sam~ 
approach and keep the increase to 
Ihe IPART figure. 

It is reasonable to suggest Ih,t 
road network has reached the stage 
where it is unfixable without tbtl 
injection of hundreds of millions "1 
dollars, which as a community W '" 

can ill afford. 
My view is that the rates shaul .. 

only be increased at IPART's 3. 6~o 
allowing marginal improvements It 
the more importani sections of th" 
road network while maintaining th' 
remainder at current ~t~~~Eds, 

~M.k-I ,{'--'floh Brow, 
o{ IO'! " Port Macquari 
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WORLD champion James Magnussen 
(pictured) has thrown his weight behind a 
push for a new pool in Port Macquarie. 

The home-grown swimming sensation 
said our town definitely needed updated 
facilities. 

"We've got a strong culture of fitness up 

I 

here and the pool is always packed," 
Magnussen said during a Port Macquarie 

~
. jt over Christmas. ~. 
His comments come in the lead-up to 

community consultation about just 
I where a new pool could be built and its 
I design. 

Magnussen shot to international fame 
this year when he became the first 
Australian to win the 100m freestyle world 
title. 

the 2012 to 2013 budget. 
your opinion counts 

Comment online @ 
www.portnews.coni.au 

.....£l- l'he council will investigate previously 
-1"" proposed sites and other alternatives. 

~e said a six-lane pool was just n:l 
enough and the Port Macquar~ 
wimming Club deserved better. 
"It's not just for the swimming club 

though," he said. 
"The surf clubs and triathlon club 

would use it to their advantage, too." 
Port Macquarie Olympic Pool's 

popularity. causes congestion at peak 
times. 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council 
confirmed its support in late October for 
the development of a new pool and the 
~llnr:Hinn nffp.::t .(:dhilitv stlJOV flmning in 

Funding opportunities will also be 
explored. 

The council acknowledges the pool 
is less than satisfactory in some 
components. 

The joints and tanks are leaking and the 
pool needs separate filtration and water 
treatment systems to comply with 
guidelines. 

The community will have a say about 
pool options next year. 

Council's manager recreation and 
buildings Liam Bulley said the communi­
ty engagement plan for the upgraded Port 
Macquarie aquatic facili ty had not yet 
hp.p.n np.vp.lnnp.o . 

"The plan is to undertake the site 
selection process in the period between 
April and June 2012 before moving 
into facility design phase in the 2012/13 
fi . cial year," he said. ED 

It would cost $4.5 million to replace the 
complex at its existing capacity at the 
Gordon Street site. 

Other possibilities are in the mix. 
Macquarie Park, Stuart Park and land on ? 

the corner of Burrawan Street and Pacific X 
Drive are among the possible locations for 
a new pool. 

Meanwhile, Magnussen went one step 
further. than simply supporting a new 
pool. 

"The space is an issue, but if they could 
also incorporate a gym there somewhere, 
t.hat would be lITeat." he said. 
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Banged up: Cyclist Mark 
Cornish in hospital late 
yesterday afternoon with 
injuries from the accident 
his early morning ride. 
Inset: A picture of Mr ComiSh's 
damaged bike on the ",-'rn"'--'. 
at the accident 00'" " .. " , 

CYCLIST Mark Cornish was lucky to be 
alive after he was hit at 6am by a car that a 
witness said swerved towards him. 

He is in Port Macquarie Base Hospital 
with a number of injuries and 
lacerations. 

The bruised and battered cyclist spoke 
to Port News from his hospital bed. He is 
nursing a broken shoulder for which he 
will need corrective surgery. 

Port Macquarie Triathlon club 
president Andrew Lister has called for 
calm between cyclists and fellow road 
users after two recent hit and Iuns. 

His wife Michelle was hit by a motorist 
'CInr1 l .,.ft on -th ..,. <:'in a. nf tho rA'lrl in th a. 
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street ;and) should be shown by all roa~~ 
users," he said. 

"We are aware there are times that 
cyclists can be at fault but most of the 
time we are being very careful because 
we are also aware that our lives are at risk 
each time we are on the roads. 

"But the attitude shown towards 
cyclists lately is terrible, particularly to 
drive away from the scene not knowing if 
the victim is badly hurt or even dead." 

Mr Lister said more education and ~ 
road works would go a long way to 
'maEng fiastings roads safer for 
everyone. 

''And more improvement to our roads. ti:jf-
~~~ 2~;:.s'Yhl-.a~; ~"e.:.~ ~~~tmiSed for years I 
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alive after he was hit at 6am by a car that a 
wimess said swerved towards him. 

He is in Port Macquarie Ba~.I'oHospitai 
with a number of injtiries and 
lacerations. ' 

The bruised and battered cyclist spoke 
to Port News from his hospital bed. He is 
nursing a broken shoulder for which he 
will need corrective surgery. 

Port Macquarie' Triathlon club 
president Andrew Lister has called for 
calm between cyclists and fellow road 
users after two recent hit and runs. 

His wife Michelle was hit by a motorist 
.. :' and left on the side of the road in the 

Lighthouse Beach area on S!'nday. She 
had minor injuries . 

Late yesterday, Mr Cornish was ",nable 
1 to recall anything from the incident on 

<:f the corner of Gordon and Lord streets. 
. His wife Nicole said a witness said Mr 

Cornish was riding alone when he was 
struck . . 

"The witness said he was even within 
the cycle lanes," she said. 

"He wasn't doing anything wrong. This 
car apparently just swerved and hit him." 

The car was described as small and 
green with three surfboards on the roof. 

Mr Lister said he was surprised there 
had been no cyclist fatalities on our roads 
in recent years but warned if the trend 
continues it was only a matter of time. 

"Courtesy and respect is a two-way 

cyclists can be at fault but most of the 
time we are being very careful because 
we are also aware that OUf lives are at risk 
each time we are on the roads. 

"But the attitude shown towards 
cyclists lately is terrible, particularly to 
drive away from the scene not knowing if 
the victim is badly hurt or even dead." 

Mr Lister said more education and If­
road works would go a long way to 
'miling Hastings roads safer for 
everyone. 

"And more improvement to our roads. l' 
Cycle lanes have been promised for years 
but nothing has come ofit. 

"Even the road surface is bad. "'41-'--~ 
"I've just come off a broken collar bone I 

myself after an accident because of the 
poor surface." 

NSW Police Port Macquarie say two 
similar accidents have been reported in 
the past three months. ~ 

They have CCTV footage of the 
accident yesterday and are reviewing itas 
part of their investigation. 

Port Macquarie Cycle Club president 
Kevin Fletcher said cyclists should report 
even minor incidences to the police. 

"There has been talk about cycle lanes .If--­
around here now for 15 years or more," he 
said. 

"If there are more reports made it 
would support the argument to finally 
get more lanes." 
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Events hold key to ' Cultur~-~st~a{12 
Otf-~1/(1 111 /Ik ~ next big thing 

more people, cash in council plan 
Association 83rd State 
Carnival, NSW State Cup 

BIG events will inject mil- (touch foorball) and 
lions into the economy next Australian Surf Festival- will 

T. ..,(year, says the council's bring an estimated $40 mil-
-~ tourismmanager. lion to the Hastings next year, 
. Seven sports events - the { port Macquarie-Hastings 

Port Macquarie Festival of Council Tourism anciEvents 
Bodyboarding, !ronman Manager Linda Hall said. 
70.3, Australian Formula The state cup alone would 
Powerboat Grand Prix, NSW bring an estimated $4.5 mil­
Longboard Titles the NSW lion, MsHailsaid. 

Reports by Kate Prideaux 

Women's Bowling "Out of the seven major 

events to be held in Port 
Macquarie next year, four 
will fill our calendar for a 
minimum of three years," Ms 
Hall said. 

More than 20 local and 
international events, are 
locked in for next year, many 
returning to the Hastings for 
a second, or third time. 

However some inclusions 
in 2011 will not return in 
2012. 

i 'HASTINGS council plans to launch a new event

0 
The Saltwater Freshwaterl{inspired by a local festival. 

FestIval,. h~ld In Port Port Macquarie Hastings Council tourism and 
Macquane In January 2011 , events manager Linda Hall, pictured, said 
~ll be held m Taree and rock aspects of the Festival of the Sun would be used as 
n · nostalgIa festival a modelfor a council-run cultural event. 

Wintersun will shift to Coffs The festival's promotion, 
Harbour. logistics and cost manage- .::-;, 

However, council planned ment were commendable, " 
to add to the calendar, Ms Ms Hall said. 

said. -, About 3000 people 
r ' ''",re','e got at least th.e'.:l attended the privately­

more 7vents III the plpelmej operated music festival 
she sald. . held annually at 

~~~~~~99~~~~~~~~~~~~Q]~2'~r5~1'12~~~~~~~~~~~~rs,ea,chtime: 
Hundreds of 
holiday makers 
flocked to 
Town Beach 
and Flynns 
Beach in Port 
Macquarie in 
recent days to 
take advantage 
of sunshine 
after the earlier 
December 
cloudy 
weather. 

Sundowner Breakwall 
Tourist Park in Port 
Macquarie. 

Pic: Town 
Beach. 

"I think it's a fantastic 
event; I take my hat off to the organisers. 

"It amacts an audience that we might not oth· 
e . ~ get," Ms Hall said. 

The comments came after the release~f 
Council's 2012 events calendar which Ms Hall 
admits is heavily-weighted towards sport. 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Council will host seve 
eral annual sports events this year, including The 
NSW State (touch footbal)l Cup, Festival of 
Bodyboarding, the Ironman 70.3, Australian 
Formula Powerboat Grand Prix, NSW Longboard 
Titles and the NSW Women's Bowling 
Association 83rd State Carnival. 

Host rights for sports events were simply more 
attainable than for other events, she said. 

"It's certainly not thatwe'ie discounting cultur· 
al events but we had to look at what was out 
there," she said. 

An inaugural cultural event was planned to foJ:"'-<:'<'-<''"'1-1 // _..l ..:l_~ __ .. t.. _ :_L _ l __ __ 1t. 1_ T1 _ 11 _ _ :...J 
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Fotsun 
LOCAL organisers 
have fine-tuned the 
festival formula. 

Festival of the Sun 
'co-founders Simon 
Luke and Scott Mesiti 
say they've tweaked 
many aspects of the 
festi1{al- such as stag­
ing, lighting and waste 
JIlanagement - while 
retaining others since 
the .festival began in 
2003. 

The annual two-day 
music event is held at 
Sundowner Breakwall 

-~Touiist Park in Port 
Macqua!ie_ ' 1 

LWd"Kilometres of 

~e;,~~~~' 15 ~~~qu:~~~ I 
17 market stalls, light- 't 

ing and a stage were 
trucked into the venue 
in Desem~er, I 

Festiva lights were I 
amped up two years 
ago, Mr Luke said. I 

"The first year we 
had some pretty old 
equipment becaus'e 
the budgets were a bit 
lower. We've evolved 
with a lot of the equip-

Smooth sailing: Festival of the Sun co-founders Scott Mesiti and Simon Luke 
have worked to achieve the right festival formula. 

ment we've used," he 
sa·d. 

A discount on fees to 
pick-up recYclable 
waste was this year 
arranged with Port 
Macquarie -Hastings 

A strict capacity of 
3000 allowed more 
accurate forecast of 
the budget; Mr Luke 

said. 
"By keeping it as a 

smaller event means 
we've got more stabili­
ty," he said. 

About 20 acts took to 
the festival stage in 
2011. Spiderbait, The 
Panics, Little Birdy, 
Operator Please and 
Calling All Cars are 
among the bands to 

perform in the past. 
Co-founder Scott 

Mesiti said retention 
of good managers was 
key. 

Many started as vol-.-$---
unteers, he said. 'I. 

"We've had the same 
management from the 
start. Everyone knows 
how everything has to 
go," Mr Mesiti said. 

WNVV.portnews.com.au 




