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Re: Review of" Hunter Water Corporation’s current Qkparahng...Licence
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IPART is seeklng'c,l?mmd}ents concerning appropriate enwronmental requnrementsufor inclusion in

Hunter Water 'Cdrp gration’s operatmg licence. The EPA has reviewed the’ paper and is:pleased to
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As you have noted, Hunte s Wate}““C@rporatlon has for many years been regulated by EPA | hcences«
which are currently |ssued l"'m'dem sectlbmu48 of the Protection of the Environment Operatlons"Act e iy
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W 1997. These environmental- hcenceshcurrentl cover Hunter Water Corporation’s waste-water ™ %, % ' . .
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- treatment systems. Although the ,.f.is..t.fo hs;lpa,s been on the treatment plants conditions regulating’ . " -
% T the sewage reticulation systems are belnglatg;;lg“d o' the licences to reflect changes in the . "".' 5
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L ‘[;qulronmental Management Plan: The issues: papen' ask“s. whether an Environmental
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-y Management Plan should be included in the Operatnmg.:;:,Llée"mce amd about the role of the plan
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“ (o) ageﬂ“*zs) The EPA supports a requiremnent for such a plan bﬁlmg ‘inclil ded in the operating licence.
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The" Planun«jhomd include a systematic effort to identify the mam"envur@nmental m,npacts resulting
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from the corpo#lgtqlpn s activities, and propose a program of actld‘Hs;;,,to*l,.reglu&e"'the qlegatlve impacts
over time. THese, actions should be wholly integrated into the Corporation's’of thef, business
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Demand managemerit, \’iv‘laiem effici iciency and reuse: Demand mana ement, watq"r emfflclency and
j reuse has also been identifiéy | nth gussues Jpaper (pages 29-32). ThegEPA support$ thewconcepts
of demand management, water effi mengyilamdm(euse because df the environmental bquﬁItS‘"th""ey

offer, such as the conservation d natural reseurces"""'amd reductions in waste, pollution and e
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negative environmental impacts of water extraction are cu"nremly; finder.or non-priced and V‘ﬂ"" ",ﬁ;.'l, " ".
therefore tend not be given due weight in conventional business demsuon making.
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The EPA suggests, howeverthat effluentre-usetargets should not be includedin the operatmg
licence. This is because trade-offs between treatment levels and disposal options are already".“ "
directly addressed through the EPA’s licensingsystem.-lt is importantto recognise that .slt ‘specific
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environmentalfactors need to be taken into account when identifyingthe best environmental
outcome at each treatment plant.

A further issue is the link between the use of pricing for demand management and Hunter Water
Corporation's revenues and environmental Impacts. f Hunter Water Corporation is permittedto
increase water prices beyondstrictly commercial levels in order to moderate demand, the
additional revenue collected should be considered for useto address its environmental impacts,
based 0n the priorities identified I the proposed environmental management plan. The EPA would
be happy to discuss with IPART ways to implement this proposal.

If you have any questions please do not hesitateto contact NatashaLee, Ph 9995 6030.

Yours sincerely
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irector General U




