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April 24, 2013, 5 p.m.

SAVAGED by the cost of repeated flood repairs on top of an expanded portfolio of
responsibilities Bellingen Shire Mayor Mark Troy has warned of a looming rate rise to help
balance the books.

In a wide ranging interview with the Courier-Sun, Mayor Troy, said “cost-shifting” by the
O’Farrell Government had been a key factor in ramping up budget pressure on the shire.

A soon-to-be released report by the state government’s Independent Review Panel has found
the Bellingen Shire’s finances to be “moderately sustainable,” he said.

Options being promoted by the State Government to improve council’s financial position include
rate increases, the mayor warned.

“There are councils that have had repeated rate rises above the rate peg – that’s not been the
case with Bellingen.

“And we would have to convince the community that they will get value from any future rate
variation,” Mayor Troy said.

The shire’s general manager, Liz Jeremy, - also present at the interview added: “The
(government’s) Independent Review Panel is on the record that not raising rates is irresponsible
because it does not allow you to maintain your assets.”

Additional duties given to the shire by government include, swimming pool inspections,
restaurant grease trap inspections and site inspections of food premises.



News Business

The shire is responsible for maintaining a wide range of services including public libraries a job
made more difficult by an annual reduction in funding from the state, Ms Jeremy said.

Bellingen Shire operates at a cost disadvantage with more than 53 per cent of its land area
un-rated because it is either held by the Forestry Department, Crown Land or Commonwealth.

Mayor Troy called for a more equitable funding arrangement for the shire by the state
government including a financial contribution by forestry to offset their massive holdings.

“It’s an area the government needs to look at – a means of securing a contribution from those
government agencies and yes, particularly forestry,” he said.

Recent devastating floods had also contributed to the council’s parlous financial state.

“When we are dealing with an emergency situation, the normal works program is simply not
being undertaken and we don’t have any extra people,” the mayor said.

He strongly denied claims that the council’s administration had been expanded at an
unsustainable rate.

Total staff increases over eight years amounted to 19 per cent – a rise in full time equivalent
positions from 111 staff in 2004 to a current 130.

See your ad here (/advertise/)
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