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?CIL FAR(?
Today I attended e council meeting in

Belungen supposedly to gauge community
support for its proposed rate"hike.- 'Th'e-maeey t-
ing w.as a complete sh? with the council
having made up its mind on -the 'pr'o;"os"al'
and not allowing any questions from"ihe
public. The large number of pe?ople awh;
attended were ffianimous in i;s ob3e:;tion tO
the proposal which, l understand, was the
same as the similar meetings held previous-
ly held in other parts of the shire. As it WaS
agreed that the shire did not have-en';ugh
rateable properties with all the gtate-fo;"ests
and national parks the only reW;?;c optio:?:
available is for the shire to 'be-amalgam'ated"
with an adjoining local goVernment areai l

l

t

was always presriously against this idea but
now realise that it is IIOW a must-. I u;ge all
ratepayers who are opposed to 'the p?'ro'-
posed increases to write or email IPART vvith !
your COnCernS. I,

Allan Bennett
Bellingen

IIW

' ll.8Thl% cu?mulative and
, compounding RATE rises. On February 7
the majority of councillors voted directly
against the will of the community for

y*g.-is?si
re meetin:

RV cost of livingthis additiona,l
increase. At the rriffiting the Deputy Gen-
eral Manager Mati Fanning admitted that
council did not receive one submission in

; support of the rate rise. A crowd of 70 - 80
people attended the meeting. Everyone
was opposed to the rate rise. 4
Dominic King refused to allow a deputa':
ffm: gKire RaL5ayers

?e spurrous grounds of not
meeting the required couria} protocols.
The mayor could easily have given the

? community five minutes to air concernsbWat 6r -K!ng' reafuses atoag;ve due-coans!der-
ation to the community concern, on this
very important issue of rates affordabil-
i'i'%. It !S absolUTel'} ck3ar that tFlis 19.1?'A
increase on top of the previous increases
is unaffordable ior people on fixed in-
comes and minimum wage recipients.
No due consideration has be given to our
community welfare or capacity to pay. If
the council really cared they could have
Ieft the rate rises to a more aaffordable CPI
based rate peg limit at 2.3 .% - it was the

mcouncil's choice.

This council has shown itself for what it
is. It was determiried as UNFIT and rather
than seriously restructure the organisation

- to live within their means, their only
solution is to relentlessly raise the rates
tax. This council's primary concern is to
self-preservation regardless of the cost
to us. Dominic King has publicly stated
that he believes the council should be
expanding into social services. We say this

? philosophy is the fundamental cause of all
council's financial problems and it is not
conducive to the responsible and respect-
ful use of our money.

l Never forget who voted against the
community for the rate rise: Cr Dominic
King, Cr Steve Kltpin, Cr Jennie Fenton,

; Cr Desmae Harrison, CrToni Wright-Turner
(absent but in f3vour). Who voted with
the community: Cr Gary Carter and Cr
Steve Jenkins. Flemember the window for
submissions to IPART will open soon so
please tiave your sa,y and Iet them know
how unhappy we arei
Bruce Cleary
Bellingen Shire Ratepayers Association

}
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