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More cash
only way to

get ahead,
says mayor

BY NIGEL McNAY

QUITE dire, dangerous
and just not good enough.,

That is Greater Hume
mayor Heather Wilton’s
stark assessment of the
shire’s deteriorating road
network.

“I hope that the people
can respect that we've
done a lot of hard work
on it and this will be one
way of improving some of
our roads,” she said of the
council’s bid for a special
rate variation.

Cr Wilton said the
council would need to get
Wwpnw to ﬁpmmmeumnamu.w

icing and Regulatory
Tribunal by the end of the
year if it wan ]
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Cr Wilton said the Sﬁ.

cil was having to work in

a climate of ever-declining
state and federal govern-
ment funding options.

“And then there’s the
expectations of people,”
she said.

“Rate pegging really
severely hampers how we
can operate and how we
can best deliver for the
people.

“Certain things we can
have reasonable charges
levied, like on water and
sewer and garbage, so
that covers the cost of do-
ing business.”

Cr Wilton said the coun-
cil was already running “a
pretty lean job”. =

“But rates don’t cover

all the other infrastruc- ..



Chairman Kevin
Fogarty and secretary
- Rachelle Roulston.
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BY DAVID JOHNSTON

_GREATER Hume Shire |
has extendedthe deadline |

for submissions on a spe-
cial rate variation propos-
al that will pump almost
$1 million a year into its
roads by 2017-18.

The council’s general
manager Steve Pinnuck
yesterday said support
for the rise, which needed
state government approv-
al, was running 60 - 40.

The revised deadline for
submissions is Christmas
Eve before the council was
presented with a detailed
report at next year’s first
meeting on February 11.

If approved, the varia-
tion will begin on July 1.

It will apply to all rate-
payers in the shire for a
period of three years.

An extra $317,250 will
be raised in the first 12
months, rising to $951,750
in 2017-18.

The same amount
would then be retained
permanently in the coun-
cil's rate base.

Earlier - this year, an
NRMA report revealed
Greater Hume had the
largest road infrastruc-
ture pressures of any
council in southern NSW.

It put the work backlog
at $84 million.

The Holbrook-Jingel-
lic Road has been listed
among its high priorities.

Applications for state

funding to upgrade the

road have so far been
unsuccessful.

“We are just trying to
get more money into the
road network,” Mr Pin-
nuck said.

“Rural councils have
limited avenues to bring
in additional revenue.

@ Steve Pinnuck

“Obyviously rates is one
of those.

“We believe the varia-
tion proposal we've put
to the ratepayers is a re-
sponsible step.”

Mr Pinnuck conceded
the reaction to date had
been mixed with a series
of information meetings
held throughout the shire
last month.

“Of surveys that are
coming in, it is about
60 per cent in favour and
40 per cent against,” he
said.

“We just want the sub-
missions to give people a
chance to have their say.”

The Albury and Corowa
councils have success-
fully applied for special
rate variations in recent

years but, unlike Greater

Hume, they have used
the additional revenue on
multiple projects.

The Volt Lane multi-
deck car park was Al-
bury’s big-ticket item and
a long-awaited upgrade of
Corowa’s swimming pool
is set to become a reality.

NSW council rates will
be capped at 2.4 per cent
next financial year.
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Hume bids
for rate
boost to

fix roads

BY NIGEL McNAY

ROADS in desperate need of repair are
the motivation behind a Greater Hume
push for a special rate increase.

The council has embarked on a com-
munity consultation campaign it hopes
will secure widespread support,

It wants to apply early next year to
the Independent Pricing and Regulatory
Tribunal for permission to impose the
increase.

The actual increase would be an av-
erage 9.3bper cent — including the
rate peg each year, for three years from
July 1 next year.

If approved, this would amount to
about an extra $50 for each average rate
assessment in Greater Hume.

Mayor Heather Wilton said Greater
Hume had been “continually challenged”
to fund the ongoing maintenance and
replacement of its assets.

That included the extensive sealed
and unsealed road network.

Cr Wilton said an independent re-
search company did some work for the
council two years ago on a range of is-
sues regarding how it did business.

“The main thing that came out of that
on what people wanted by far in excess
of anything else was better roads and im-
proved roads infrastructure,” she said.

“Bince then we've been grappling with
how we can approach this vexed issue.”

Cr Wilton said on top of that was the
issue of general infrastructure and just
how the couneil could keep up with work
that had to be done.

“The best way we've come up with is
this increase in the rates, over and above
the rate pegging,” she said.

Cr Wilton defended the extra impost
on ratepayers.

“It's not an onerous amount of money,”
she said.

“I know that ratepayers don’t want to
pay any more than they absolutely have
to.”

Nevertheless, Cr Wilton said she was

FIRST OPTION; A RATES
INCREASE ABOVE THE RATE PEG:
* Will reduce frequency of rural
road resurfacing from 31 to 21
years, for gravel resheeting from 29
to 21 years

+ Urban sealed roads would meet
Industry standards

* This would allow council money
to be used for renewal of other as-
sets, such as swimming pools, pub-
Il halls and community buildings:

SECOND OPTION: NO INCREASE
IN RATES ABOVE THE RATE PEG:
* Bullt assets will continue to

. deterlorate
¢ Other services likely to be re-
duced to free up money to pay for
asset renewal
* A greater rellance on grants to
pay for road improvements

“reasonably confident” the council would
win the community’s support.

“By geing down this path, by giving
them all of the information they need so
they can get a better understanding of
why and how and when.”

“This has invelved the council releas-
ing what it has called its “community en-
gagement guide” on “options for achiev-
ing a better road network”.

The 16-page guide is going out to
households across Greater Hume this
week, with the document seeking to
argue the council’s case for the special
rate,

This will be backed up by an independ-
ent phone survey this month to further
gauge community attitudes.

The council will also run community
sessions in Jindera, Holbrook, Culeairn,
;Ienty and Walla from November 20 to

8.

The best way we’ve come up with is this increase in
the rates, over and above the rate pegging ... It's
not an onerous amount of money ... | know that
ratepayers don’t want to pay any more than they

absolutely have to. HEATHER WILTON
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Put .mﬁorim% in
Noreuil Park

THE boomerang archway is an
important (and now vital) part of
the Albury-Wodonga region of Aus-
tralia. .

This creation for Charles Pollard
symbolises the joining of two states
and two cities — opened September
16, 1959 by Princess Alexandra,
the first royal personage to visit
here, it continues to honour and
preserve the ceremonious oceasion
when every school kid in Albury as-
sembled at the sportsground to see
the royal limousine drive through
the cheering crowd.

The removal of the archway to
make way for the causeway virtu-
ally relegated it to obscurity, away
from the continuous view of the
public.

This is a monument that needs
to be seen all the time and it needs
to be located in an area that af-
fords this icon full recognition of its
seemingly overlooked significance.

1t would be appropriate te have
the structure done over with new
paint work — bright colours that
would make the design stand out.

Aboriginal colours would turn
thig sculpture into a true landmark
— a unique attraction for Albury-
Wodonga — something for all Aus-
tralians to be proud of.

I wish it was relocated at Noreuil
Park — a perfect setting for this
heritage asset. :

— JOHN M. STEVENS,
Albury

Two rules on

phone use

I WAS driving north on Friday on
the highway between Racecourse
Road and Thurgeona Drive exits
when passed by 2 NSW Police vehi-
cle, with the female driver happily
chatting on a mobile phone.
Seems there are rules for some
and rules for us mere mortals.
— CHRIS ROURKE,
Lavington

Rates rise devil
is in the detail

IN Saturday’s Border Mail it was
reported that a proposal for a spe-
cial rate rise in the Greater Hume
Shire to pay for rural road repairs
had majority support of residents.

The council’s case for the rate rise
is compelling bt the devil is in the
detail, with residential ratepayers
facing 40per cent rate rises over
three years while rural ratepayers,
those who will gain the most from
the increase, are facing rises of less
than 20 per cent.

The cumulative increase in rates
runs into hundreds of dollars a
year in extra rates, not the $50 the
council claimed in The Border Mail
back in November.

Join the debate

Ratepayers should again read
the charts in the expensive and
complex brochure the council sent
out to them.

This ghift in the rate burden is
explained in the fine print in the
brochure — at present, 36 per cent
of ratepayers pay 64 per cent of the
rates and the council thinks this is
unfair.

What the council fails to men-
tion is that this 36per cent owns
in both area and land value vastly
more than 64per cent of the shire
and the present rate share reflects
that.

Most rural ratepayers also are
able to claim land rates as a tax de-
duction, something very few resi-
dential ratepayers can do.

They will just have to cop the

_ 40 per cent increase on the chin.

The present support for the
Greater Hume Council’s special
rate rise might not be so strong had
the council more fully explained
the shifting rate burden and the ac-
cumulative effect of the rate rises
over three years.

The rate rise is needed to fix ru-
ral roads so surely the beneficiaries
of this work, the rural ratepayers,
should shoulder the same degree of
pain as residential ratepayers.

— DAVID CARTER,
Henty

bordermail

Have the fires in Wodonga made you think about

your own fire plan?

Back to the bad
old alpine ways

IT looks like rural Victorians are to
once more be the sacrificial goats of
the Labor and Green voters of the
cities.

Two weeks into a new govern-
ment the new Premier, Daniel An-
drews, and his environment min-
ister Lisa Neville have banned the
continuation of the scientific alpine
grazing trial in the Wennangatta
Valley.

They have also announced that
they intend to drop the bounty on
wild dogs. )

Ms Neville has based her decision
on the report of the alpine grazing
taskforce from May 24, 2005.

The taskforce was made up
of four Labor MPs, none of them
rural, who appeared to have been
given 2 mandate to rid the moun-
tains of grazing and all manage-
ment.

The Warby Ranges and Mount
Buffalo are worth vigiting if you
want to see a fire bomb waiting for
ignition. :

The one precious commod-
ity that’s continually overlooked in
this debate is water yield.

run-off from grazed or slashed

COM.all

There is up to 28 per cent more

country and regrowth from bush-
fires will soak up another 20-40 per
cent for about 30 years.

To remove fuel to abate the fire
intensity risk surely makes sense.

If the number of cattle grazing is
controlled and managed, cattle can
be the best management tool we
have for maintaining the balance
of large tracts of remote coun
within our Alps. :

Talking to a government wild dog
controller a while back, he said the
$100 wild-dog bounty had made a
huge difference to the dog numbers,
at a very cheap cost to the state,

Here are some important facts
worth pondering:

®TFuel reduction does lessen fire
intensity.

®Fuel reduction heightens wa-
ter runoff, thus healthier river
systems.

®The 2003-2006-07 bushfires
continually went out when sections
of the fires reached grazed country
— aerial pictures support this.

®Under parks management,
there has been significant increase

_feral animals. :
®The Wonnangatta grazing site
is less than 0.025 per cent of the
national park. ’
: — NEVILLE WRIGHT,

Bobinawarrah

in fire, blackberry, other weeds and

The dia

email: diary@bordermail.com.au

=W Wodonga View Club Christmas lunch,
today, 11am for 11.30am, RSL
Clubrooms, Reid Street, Wodonga.
Visitors welcome. Bookings: 0412 043
4385,

B Wodonga Family History Society
Christmas party, today, 6pm, Wodonga
Golf Club. Research room will re-open
January 20, meeting same day, Felltimber
Community Centre.

# The Association of Independent Retirees,
Afbury-Wodonga Regional Branch monthly
meeting, tomorrow,, 10am, The Albury
Club, 519 Kiewa Street, Albury. Speaker
from Albury Police Station. {02) 6021
7288 or 0438 658 213.

W Albury Chess Club meets tomorrow, 8pm,
Albury High School, Kiewa Street. Players
of all levels welcome.

M Hope for the holidays Christmas fundrais-
er for diabetes, Friday, 5pm to 8pm, QE!
Square, Albury. Sausage sizzle
{gluten free available), Kids activities,
raffle draw. Money raised fo Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation.

Ml Corowa old-time and new vogue
Christmas dance, Friday, 7.30pm to-
11pm, Cerowa Goif Club Auditorium.
Russell’s dance music. Admission $7.
Lucky door prizes, supper provided.

B Springhurst old time monthly dance,
Saturday, 8pm to 11.30pm, Springhurst
halt. Music by Kilo and Larson. $7
admission. Lots of novelty dances/prizes.
Plate of supper please. (03) 5726 5241.

- M Yarrawonga Mulwala Rotary club commu-

"nity Christmas market, Sunday, 8am to
noon, Yarrawonga Showgrounds. Fruit and
vegies, homewares ete. Gold coin dona
tion. 0409 351 892.

B Holbrook Miniature Railway Club open for
passengers, Sunday, 10am to 4pm, Ten
Mile Creek Gardens, Holbrook. $3 ride.

B The Beechworth Singers and Women in
Harmony Christmas concert, Sunday, ,
‘2.30pm, Beechworth Town Hall. Carols
for Christmas and “Ceremony of Carols”
by Britten, Admission $20, ($15), chiidren
free. (03) 5728 2595.

H Special Rotary community market,
Sunday, 8am to noon, Yarrawonga
Showgrounds. Fruit and vegies,
homewares etc. Gold coin donation.
0409 351 892.

M Holbrook Miniature Railway Ciub open for
passengers, Sunday, 10am to 4pm, Ten
Mile Creek Gardens, Holbrook. $3 ride.

M New Year's Eve dance, Wednesday,
December 31, 8pm to 12.30am,
Wodonga Senior Citizens Hall. Bohuns
music. A plate of supper to share please.

B Tallangatta old-time dance, Saturday,
January 3, 8pm, Anglican Parish hall.
Admission $5. Good music. Supper. All
welcome. (02) 6027 1813.

M National Servicemen's Association Albury-
Wodonga Sub-Branch next social lunch
meeting, Sunday, January 4, noon for
12,30pm, Howlong Country Golf Club. All

‘Nashos welcome. {02) 6023 6541. -

M Rotary community market, Sunday,
January 18, 8am to noon, Yarrawonga
Showgrounds. Fruit and vegies, home-
wares etc. Gold coin donation.

0409 351 892.

M Aglow Albury-Wodonga annual picnic at
Noreuil Park near cdfe, fun, fellowship,
Wednesday, January 28, 10.30am. All
ladies welcome. Bring food, drinks,
sunscreen and friends, 0429 630 989.

M Age Concern dance, Thursday, January
29, 1.30pm 1o 4.30pm, Sacred Heart
Hall, Mate Street, Albury. (02) 6025
2552 or (03) 5755 1034.
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Hume votes for big rates lift

1 84 positive responses not enough: Quinn

BY NATALIE KOTSIOS

RATEPAYERS in Greater
Hume will be slugged with
rate rises of more than 7per
cent for the next three years
as the shire aims to catch up
with its $84million backlog of
roads maintenance.
Councillors yesterday voted
in favour of applying to the In-
dependent Pricing and Regu-
latory Tribunal for permission
to impose the increases, which
include the NSW rate peg.
Residential ratepayers will
face a 7.21per cent rise in

2015-16, 7.46 per cent in 2016-
HM. and 7.15per cent in 2017-
18.

The council had on a ecom-
munity consultation late last
year in a bid to secure wide-
spread support to tackle the
backlog of roads in dire need of
repair that- has amassed over
the past five years.

A report prepared for coun-
cil states 60per cent of resi-
dents involved in consulta-

tions agreed with the proposed
rates rise.

But Cr Tony Quinn — the
only councillor to vote against
the proposal — argued the con-
sultation had not presented a
Strong enough case of com-
munity support for the rate
increases.

“If we want to shoot our-
selves in the foot, we proceed
with this teday,” he said.

“I have a lot of anecdotal

evidence that a lot of people
didnt receive this informa-
tion — I just don’t believe the
response is good enough to go
through with it.”

Part of the council’s consulta-
tion included a direct mail-out
to 4800 resident ratepayers; of
those, just 144 responses were

received with 84 in favour of

the special rate variation.
Cr Quinn argued this re-
sponse amounted tojust 2.5 per

cent of the entire Greater
Hume population: “That’s just
not good enough o make any
sort of decision,” he said.

But Cr John Mclnerney said
the response rate was “quite
outstanding” for survey en-
gagement. N -

“I know it's not what we
want, we want 100per cent,
but that just doesn’t happen,”
he said.

Wilton

Mayor Heather

pointed out the mail-out was
not the only form of communi-
cation to residents, with street
stalls, community meetings,
news articles and the council’s
website all available.

Cr Denise Osborne agreed,
saying the number of residents
who missed the chance to re-
spond was Iikely minimal.

“I've never been a person
who liked rate rises ..-but I
think we have an obligation to
look at the future of our area,”
she said.

“If this is what we've got to
do then we must do it.”

Hardware
stores
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Greater Hume Shire

. simply greater

Greater Hume Shire resitdents rate increase

Options For
Achieving A
Better Road

Network

- 0N an average rate assessment within each category an extra $50 cumulatlve forthree years

Throughout this week Greater Hume
Shire residents will receive a comprehensive
booklet entitled ‘Options For Achieving a
Better Road Network® explaining the chal-
lenges facing council to adequately fund
ongoing maintenance and replacement of:
assets including sealed and unsealed roads,
bridges and drainage.

“Like many local government areas, each
. year when preparing its annual budget
Greater Hume Shire has been continually
challenged to fund the ongoing maintenance
and replacement of council’s assets includ-
ing its extensive sealed and unsealed road
network,” mayor Heather Wilton said.

A large scale commumty survey in 2012
identified that mainten e of sealed and
unsealed rural roads and town streets were
three of the five top activities where coun-
cil’s services were not meeting community
expectations.

At the end of 2013 GHSC declded it

would formally advise the Independent

Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART)

that it intended to seek a Special Rate
Variation above rate pegging.

Basically this means that properties with
the average valuation within each rating cat-
egory will pay an additional $50, approxi-
mately, above rate pegging each year for
three years. The special rate variation will
apply to rates for three years commencing
July 1, 2015 with the revenue retained per-
manently in Council’s rate base from the
2017/2018 financial year.

“We understand that rate increases of any
kind are never welcomed, however, it is
Council’s view that a sustainable and afford-
able increase in rates is essential if Council
is to meet the needs and expectations of the
community across a range of services”,
added Cr Wilton,

Council is proposing two options for resi-
dents to consider -

Option 1 - a sustainable increase in rates

for asset renewal and improved service lev-

els including the Special Rate Variation or
Option 2 - no rate increase above rate

peg, which could potentlally result in a
decline in services to adequately fund the
maintenance and renewal of roads in the
shire.

The booklet ratepayers will receive covers
these options in detail. In addition more
information, including an online rates calcu-
lator, can be found on council’s website at
http://www.greaterhume.nsw.gov.au/Counc
1lServnces/EngmeermgServ1ces/Spec1a!Rat
eVariation.aspx

Community consultation sessions (CCS)
will be held in each of the five main towns in -
the shire later this month.

GHSC is seeking feedback from its resi-
dents and ratepayers about the proposal
either at the CCS or by return of a form con-
tained in the booklet. Alternatively you can
freecall council on 1300 653 538.

“Greater Hume Shire Council is commit-
ted to incréasing its investment in the road
network and believes a sustainable increase
in rates is the appropriate course of action”
concluded Cr Wilton. 2
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