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Attachment 1

Brochure - business_chinese_italian and residents versions

Planning for the future

Over the past few years, the community has been telling
us they want to see more infrastructure works undertaken
to improve the local area. They want us to create a
vibrant town centre, to improve the condition of local
streets and to upgrade our aquatic centre and community
buildings.

We are now at the point where we need to make some
decisions about how to best meet the expectations of the
community whilst properly planning for the future.

Ty S I R SIS R TSR Sy

footpaths, community
buildings, parks and

sportsgrounds
will decline.

* The safety and
functionality of the
Aquatic Centre would
be pul at risk and may
eventually close.

A Special Rate Variation
previously in place has now
ended. Council now relies
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Aquatic Centre. Aquatic Centre.

*$1.7 million a year = $2.7 million a year
to renew infrastructure to renew infrastructure

including an extra including an extra
$600,000 for buildings, $1 million for buildings,
$700,000 for roads $1.1 million for
and footpaths and roads and footpaths,
$400,000 for parks $500,000 for parks and
each year for the next $100,000 for drainage
10 years. each year for the next
10 years.
r

S i e e

Aquatic Centre.

+$2.7 million a year
to renew infrastructure
including $1 million for
buildings, $1.1 million
for roads and footpaths,
$500,000 for parks
and $100,000 for
drainage each year for
the next 10 years.



Attachment 2 Outdoor display banner

your say, your future.

#__

Join our infrastructure

conversation

i L
www.ashfield.nsw.gov.au ~ ?F.shf.e.d s
T‘ your say,
your future.
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Attachment 3 Letter to residents

Like a number of Councils throughout the State, Ashfield Council is under increased
pressure to maintain and improve our very important infrastructure, facilities and services
such as our roads, footpaths, parks, sporting grounds and the Ashfield Aquatic Centre.

The NSW Treasury Corporation recently confirmed that Council is financially sound,
however:

The costs of maintaining infrastructure and running services are rising faster than Council's
income is being generated,

« A special rate variation which had been providing us an additional $730,000 for
spending on infrastructure ended last year,

+ Our infrastructure, particularly our Aquatic Centre, is ageing and will need significant
upgrades to remain functional for the community into the future, and

«  The community is calling for infrastructure to be upgraded and services to be
expanded but we can't do this without additional funding.

This, coupled with the fact that the costs of maintaining the local area’s ageing infrastructure
and running services are going up faster than the normal rate increase of around 3%, means
additional funds are needed if we are to continue to maintain and improve our services.

Council is putting forward four funding options which involve raising additional funding of
between $30 million to $59 million so we can maintain and improve local infrastructure and
facilities over the next 10 years.

You can have your say on which option you prefer by taking part in Council's Your Say, Your
Future campaign, as outlined in the brochure attached.

| would also like to invite you to attend one of our four community open houses which will be
held at Haberfield Library, Ashfield Aquatic Centre, Ashfield Civic Centre and the Summer
Hill Church Hall. Dates and times are listed in the brochure.

Vanessa Chan
General Manager
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Attachment 4 Voting card for residents

*this includes the 3% state-wide increase
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Attachment 4 Voting card for residents
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Attachment 5 Voting card for business
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Attachment 5 Voting card for business
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Attachment 6 Indoor Pull up display banner
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Attachment 7 Media release - Your say your future

[E=IVTITIRIORC IS TRIVIRC ST FIVIC B

“Residents have some important choices to make about how they want Council to maintain and
improve our very important infrastructure, including our roads and footpaths, buildings, parks
and our Aquatic Centre,” Ms Chan said.

“NSW Treasury Corporation recently confirmed Ashfield Council is financially sound, however
like many councils, Ashfield is facing challenges as to how best maintain our services and
ageing infrastructure and meet the demands of the future.

“A Special Rate Variation has recently ended which provided Council with $730,000 a year.
This, coupled with the fact that the costs of maintaining infrastructure is going up faster than the
normal rate increase of around 3%, means we require significant investment to maintain and
upgrade facilities.

“Under the options being put forward, Council is seeking to raise additional funding of between
$30 million to $59 million to maintain and improve local infrastructure and facilities over the next
10 years.

“Residents and local business owners and operators are now being asked to have their say on
the four funding options being put forward by Council.”
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Attachment 7 Media release - Your say your future

» Option 3. Introduce a special rate increase over four years starting at 7.5% and
rising to 9.3% (includes the 3% state-wide increase).
Total average increase in rates over four years $396.85
Council would undertake a $14 million partial upgrade of the Ashfield Aquatic Centre and
build a new water polo pool. Additional funding would be allocated to renew
infrastructure including an extra $1million for buildings, $1.1 million for roads and
footpaths, $500,000 for parks and $100,000 for drainage each year for the next 10
years.

= Option 4. Introduce a special rate increase over four years starting at 9.92% and
rising to 9.98% (this includes the 3% state-wide increase).
Total average increase in rates over four years $476.36
Council would undertake a $25 million upgrade of the Ashfield Aquatic Centre.
Additional funding would be allocated to renew infrastructure including an extra $1
million for buildings, $1.1 million for roads and footpaths and $500,000 for parks and
$100.000 for drainaae each vear for the next 10 vears.
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Attachment 7

Media release - Your say your future
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2017/18 3.0% $32.85 $149.09

2018/19 3.0% $33.84 $153.56

2019/20 3.0% $34.85 $158.17

Option 2 Annual % increase* Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Residential

2015/16 6.0% $61.93 $281.07

2016/17 6.5% $71.12 $322.76

2017/18 7.0% $81.57 $370.18

2018/19 7.4% $92.26 $418.72

2019/20 3.0% (back to state-wide $40.17 $182.31

increase)

Option 3 Annual % increase* Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Residential

2015/16 7.5% $77.42 $351.33

2016/17 8.2% $90.99 $412.93

2017/18 8.9% $106.85 $484.93

2018/19 9.3% $121.59 $551.83




Attachment 8 Newspaper advertisement

and services

Like a number of councils throughout the State, Ashfield Council
is considering introducing a Special Rate Variation to raise additional
funding so we can maintain and improve local infrastructure and facilities.

Join the conversation and have your say about
the future of the local area. Come along to one
of our community open houses:

Ashfield Aquatic Centre

Cadigal Room, Wednesday 1 October 2014 from 6.00pm - 7.30pm

Ashfield Civic Centre
Activity Rooms, Wednesday 8 October 2014 from 11.00am - 12.30pm

Summer Hill Church Hall
Cnr Henson and Smith Streets, Thursday 16 October 2014 from 6.00pm - 7Z.30pm

for more information go to:
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display

5|gn|f|cant investment to maintain
and upgrade its infrastructure

into the future.
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display

$129.55

total average ik
rate increase 2" Ashfield Counci
for the 4 years T fu,

your future.
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9

Poster Board - information display

(this includes the 3%
state-wide increase).

$476.36

total average
rate increase
for the 4 years*
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renew Infrastructure
including $1 million
for buildings, $1.1
million for roads and
footpaths, $500,000
for parks and
$100,000 for drainage
each year for the next
10 years.



Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display

. ”4‘-5;-:? Ashfield Council
.4 your say,
your future.
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9

Poster Board - information display

BASTABLE

7/8/8]

1
|
I
|
|
|

[ 7=

DUTDOOR LAP FOCL
10x 7 Semx 51,5
2100 s5g.m

133418

GRASS ARFA
Aol =
RAILWAY LINE
PARTIAL REDEVELOPMENT
CONCEPT OPTION 2
FEATURES DESCRIPTION INDICATIVE COST

New indoor 25m pool

New 50m pool

Retention of existing indoor pool
Demolition of all outdoor pools
New 10 lane 50m pool and new
plant with optional bulkhead
New passive play space

* Additional indoor pool
Replace and reconfigure pools
Maintain existing buildings
Remove old plant room
Water polo in 50m pool

42

$10M excluding optional second
change rooms



Attachment 9

Poster Board - information display

BTG CARPARS
166 SPACES]

PARTIAL REDEVELOPMENT
CONCEPT OPTION 3

FEATURES

New indoor 25m pool

New 50m pool

Retention of existing indoor pool
Demolition of all outdoor pools
New passive play space

New Olympic Size Water

Polo Pool with new plant

DISTING i
LAY POOL

Sl o=

DESCRIPTION INDICATIVE COST

Additional indoor pool
Replace and reconfigure pools
Maintain existing buildings
Remove old plant room

e $14M excluding optional second
change rooms
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display

FULL REDEVELOPMENT WITH INDICATIVE COST

ADDITIONAL WATER POLO POOL e $25M excluding optional second
CONCEPT OPTION 4 change rooms

FEATURES DESCRIPTION

e New indoor 25m pool (warm water pool) « Retention of existing indoor play pool

e New 10 lane 50m pool with new plant and optional bulkhead e Demolition of all outdoor pools and other buildings
e New Entry, Café, Landscaping and Western Grandstand e Replace and reconfigure pools and create dry
e New Créche, Retail and Outdoor Amenity fitness and health and community functions
o New Health and Fitness Centre ¢ New learn to swim classes

¢ New Spa e Carpark upgrade to 92 spaces

o New Olympic Size Water Polo Pool with new plant
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display

Community Council to Council

engagement consider decision
community on how to

feedback proceed

Deadline to IPART to Special Rate
\:Od_gﬁ SPeC'aI[ R‘;‘_te make its Increase if
dariation application =

* “azi7* Ashfield Council
.¢ your say,
your future.
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display

e N L A A e L A e I L A A I L L i A R L]

community halls and public buildings such as our libraries.

Council has been working hard over the last five years to maintain
service standards and to carry out improvements to arrest any further
deterioration of our infrastructure assets.

We've been doing well,
but we can do more.

L l-f‘
iﬂ':&

-' ¢ Ashfield Council

your say,
your future.
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display

We are now at the point where we  which are rising faster than Council’s
need to make some decisions about income is being generated.

how to best meet the expectations
of the community whilst properly
planning for the future.

This, coupled with the fact that an
existing special rate variation has
recently ended, means we are now
Council has been working hard to  at the point where we need to make
ensure it operates within its means. a decision about the standard of
The NSW Treasury Corporation infrastructure we want for the future
recently confirmed that Council is  and how to pay for it.
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Attachment 9 Poster Board - information display
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Attachment 10 Inner West Courier - 23 September; 07 October; 09 September; 30 September; 14 October
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Attachment 10 Inner West Courier - 23 September; 07 October; 09 September; 30 September;
14 October

lie information sessions on 5-::n_a-l1l,'
needed upgrades to the munic-

O 7T
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Attachment 10 Inner West Courier - 23 September; 07 October; 09 September; 30 September;
14 October
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Attachment 10 Inner West Courier - 23 September; 07 October; 09 September; 30 September; 14 October
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Attachment 10 Inner West Courier - 23 September; 07 October; 09 September; 30 September; 14 October
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Attachment 10 Inner West Courier - 23 September; 07 October; 09 September; 30 September; 14 October

B hiedd Oniic Cenvre
Aruniny Rooera Wadnesday 8 D0 waer J00H ey 11 000 - 17 300

Sui et HIll O nch Hall
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Attachment 13 Your say your future - website campaign

Ashfield Council provides important local infrastructure, faciliies and services for the local community - from repairing local footpaths to garbage collections to ensuring our sporting fields
are safe and in a usable condition.

At the same time, Council is responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of some very large assets including our much loved local aquatic centre, community halls and public buildings
such as our libraries.

Council has been working hard over the last five years to maintain service standards and lo camy out improvements to arest any further delerioration of our infrastructure assets,

We've been doing well, but we can do more.

Planning for the future

Over the past few years, the community has been telling us they want to ses more infi works undertaken fo imp the local area. Thay want us fo create a vibrant town cenfre,

to improve the condition of local streets and to upgrade our aquatic centre and community buildings.
We are now at the point where we need to make some decisions about how to best meet the expectations of the community whilst properly planning for the future.
Council has been working hard to ensure it operates within its means. The NSW Treasury Corporation recently confirmed that Council is financially sound.

However like many councils, Ashfield is facing challenges as to how fo best maintain services and ageing infrastructure - the costs of which are rising faster than Council's income is
being generated.

This, coupled with the fact that an exisfing special rate vari 1 has ty ended, means we are now al the point where we need to make a decision about the standard of
infrastructure we want for the future and how to pay for it.

Your say, Your future

Residents now have some important choicas to make.

Like a number of councils throughout the State, Council is considering introducing a Special Rate Variation to raise additional fi
infrastructure and facilities over the next 10 years,

S0 wWe can and Imp local
Four options are being put forward as part of the Your Say, Your Future Campaign. You are invited to join the conversation and have your say about the future of the local area,

Wab development by SiteSuite
© Copyright Ashfield Council 2013 | T:+61297161800 | F:+61297161911 | E:info@ashfield.nsw.govau | 260 Liverpool Road Ashfield NSW 2131

http:/fwww .ashfield.nsw.gov.au/pagelyour_say_your_future.html 17
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Attachment 13 Your say your future - website campaign

http:/mwww .ashfield.nsw.gov.auwpage/what_are_the_options.html 17
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Attachment 13 Your say your future - website campaign
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Attachment 13

Your say your future - website campaign

YOUR SAY YOUR FUTURE OPTIONS

Impact on Ratepayers - first five years

Option 1 No Special Rate Variation | Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Only State-wide increase Residential
201516 3.0% $30.97 $140.53
2016/17 3.0% $31.89 $144.75
201718 3.0% $32.85 $149.09
201819 3.0% $33.84 $153.56
2019/20 3.0% $34.85 $158.17
Option 2 Annual % increase* Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Residential
2015/16 6.0% $61.93 $281.07
2016/17 6.5% $71.12 $322.76
201718 7.0% $81.57 $370.18
2018/19 7.4% $92.26 $418.72
2019/20 3.0% (back to state-wide $40.17 $182.31
increase)
Option 3 Annual % increase* Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Residential
2015/16 7.5% $77.42 $351.33
2016/17 8.2% $90.99 $412.93
201718 8.9% $106.85 $484.93
2018/189 9.3% $121.59 $551.83
2019/20 3.0% (back to state-wide $42.87 $1984.56
increase)
Option 4 Annual % increase* Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Residential
2015/16 9.92% $102.39 $464.69
2016/17 9.94% $112.78 $511.82
201718 9.97% $124.30 $564.11
2018/19 9.98% $136.89 $621.26
2019/20 3% (back to state-wide $45.26 $205.39
increase)

*assumes a 3% permissible increase each year
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Attachment 13

Your say your future - website campaign
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YOUR SAY YOUR FUTURE OPTIONS

Impact on Business - first five years

Option 1 No Special Rate Variation Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Only State-wide increase Residential
2015/16 3.0% $30.97 $140.53
2016117 3.0% $31.89 $144.75
201718 3.0% $32.85 $149.09
2018/19 3.0% $33.84 $153.56
2019/20 3.0% $34.85 $158.17
Option 2 Annual % increase* Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Residential
2015/16 6.0% $61.93 $281.07
2016117 6.5% $71.12 $322.76
2017/18 7.0% $81.57 $370.18
2018/19 7.4% $92.26 $418.72
2019/20 3.0% (back to state-wide $40.17 $182.31
increase)
Option 3 Annual % increase* Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Residential
2015/16 7.5% $77.42 $351.33
201617 8.2% $90.99 $412.93
2017/18 8.9% $106.85 $484.93
2018/19 9.3% $121.59 $551.83
2019/20 3.0% (back to state-wide $42.87 $194.56
increase)
Option 4 Annual % increase* Average annual increase $ Average increase $ Business
Residential
2015/16 9.92% $102.39 $464.69
2016/17 9.94% $112.78 $511.82
2017/18 9.97% $124.30 $564.11
2018/19 9.98% $136.89 $621.26
2019/20 3% (back to state-wide $45.26 $205.39
increase)

*assumes a 3% permissible increase each year
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Option 1 - No Speclal Rate Varlatlon Increase
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TUUT Tdms Pay on nnase UGlne QIuvioeu Oy Wuuinian ang o opeiaeun, darnu w
For example, recent major works undertaken have included:

YIUUL U UG dies,

« Progressive repairs and relaying of paving and extending the kerb ramps in the Ashfield CBD along Liverpool Road as part of the Road Resurfacing Program.
» Road resurfacing, re-sheeting and major patching to streets included Banks Streeet, Carllon Crescent, Crane Avenue, Carrington Laneway, New Street, and Palace Street. Cost

$569,067.
. 1t of larger sections of condition 4 footpath at the following locations was undertaken: Th Street and Seaview Street. Cost $67,096.
Drainage Work as part of Council's CCTV inspection survey program, pipes are identified for water pi
pipe repai pl included pipes in Dalmar Street, Arthur Street and Shepherd Street. Cost $42 452,
« The ion of an ible playground in Ashfield Park, which i new playg JUiF seating and tree planting. Cost $121,720.
Bede Spillane was converted 1o an off leash dog park, which included the ion of a peri dog fence, dog dispenser bag units and associated works lo the park. Cost
§18,834.68
New shade sails installed at DJ Gard Richard Murden Reserve, H d Park and Yeo Park. Cost $26,895.00

thet g d area was replaced with new rubber soft fall surface. Cost $42,527.10.

repairs and r Major

Centenary Playg d - the old sy playing surface in the pl

Services

Services provided by Ashfield Council and funded by your rates include:

Waste and recycling services
» Graffiti management

llegal dumping

Tree management

Artand Culture

Ashfield and Haberfield Libraries
Community programs
Community grants programs
Youth services

Community events

Food Festivals

Carnival of Cultures
Companion animals

Food safety Inspections

Kerb side clean ups

Sign maintenance

Parking patrols

Community education
Customer Service

Online communication

Web development by SiteSuite
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third year in a row,

Council p d 334 Development App during 201213,

The Ashfield Council Clean Team removed 451 incidences of graffiti in the area.

Council conducted two major clean up events for all households in the area which saw an estimated 826 tonnes of general rubbish and 54 tonnes of green waste collectad.

» Hosted Artists in Residence at Thiming Villa and held a series of workshops for local residents across a range of artistic mediums.

During the past fi lal year 270 requests for inf ion under the GIPA Act (which replaced the former Freedom of thon Act) were pre d

The Juslice of the Peace (JP) service at Ashfield Library signed over 21,156 items including 18,793 cerlifications, 77 affidavits, 1,692 statutory i and 168

Ashfield Aquatic Centre celebrated its 50" year of operation on Australia Day 2013, The facility has had over 10 million visits since It opened Its doors 50 years ago in 1963,

Council received 12,602 requests for service which have been processed by Council. Council responded lo 76% of these requests within 10 days.

Ashfield and Haberfield Libraries provided a wide range of free school holidays activities this year which were frequently booked out. Over the past financial year 1,241people
attended school holiday programs.

+ Anew equal access playg d, suitable for chil of all abilities, was installed in Ashfield Park. As part of the project Council also installed new footpaths in Rebson,
Centenary, Hammond and Ashfield Parks lo improve facilities and play equipment.

« The new Youth Centre and refurbished Town Hall was officially op d by her y, Prof Marie Bashir AC CVO Govemnor of NSW.

+ The refurbished Town Hall was opened. itwill be used for community and educational events, dance and theatre recitals and preductions, fundraising events, ity
functions and forums.

Ashfield Councillors agreed to permanently fly the Aboriginal Flag in front of the Civic Centre following the installation of new flag poles.

Council hosted a program of events and activities to celebrate White Ribbon Day, Mental Health Awareness Month, Good Food Month, Day of People with a Disability, Recycle
‘Week, Lunar New Year, Weelk, | Day, Playgroup Week, International Women's Day and Library Lovers’ Day.

Council held a pop up garden in the Civic Centre Forecourt o launch Council's Community Gardening Policy and to p e C ity Gardening

4,588 children attended Rhymetime and Storytime at Ashfield and Haberfield Lib

Council hosted a regional high school climate change program with the Youth Climate Coalition which attracted over 100 students.

+ Coundil p ted over 40 living events and workshops in collaboration with 4 other Inner West Councils. The Treading Lightly series at Ashfield Council attracted
170 aftendees.

» Council delivered E-waste Events with over 30 tonnes of material collected and di d from during the 2012-13 period.

« Ashfield Council the d of 600 trees to local schools to plant for National Tree Day.

« Council installed signage across the local govemment area regarding 'Stealing frem Cars' at crime which in Halian and Chinese.

Ashfield Aquatic Centre hosted over 20 swimming camnivals for schools from the local area,

Council officers carried out new planting at Hammond Park, Robson Park, Ashfield Park and Yeo Park.

hitp:/fwww .ashfield.nsw.gov.awpage/snapshot_of_achievements.html| 112
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10/28/2014 Special Rate Variation | Ashfield Council
» Council undertook 983 square metres of footpath repairs at Hawthorne Parade, Tillock Street, Albert Street, Ormond Street, Dudley Street, Farleigh Street, Thomas Street, Seaview
Street and Loflus Streat.
» During 2012/13 Council undertook 101 inspections for beauty salons, skin penetration, 48 boarding house insp 1 legionella control insp and 514 food shop
inspections.
Web development by SiteSuite
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STATE OF THE ASSETS AND SPECIAL RATE VARIATION IMPACTS
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schools and members of the community,

The facility is currently home to the Ashfield Swim Club and is used by Wests Water Polo, NSW and Australian Water Polo. Itis alse used as a training venue for International Water Polo
teams, schools in the area and is now home to the new Ashfield Swim School.

During the pastfinancial year, over 360,000 people visited the Aquatic Centra.

In 2007 a report detailing the poor condition of various components of the indoor and outdoor pools at the Aquatic Cenfre highlighted that significant funds would be required to bring the
Cenfre fo an appropriate standard. After 50 years, the 50 metre pool is at the end of its useful life and requires replacement.

The Community Strateqic Plan, Ashfield 2023, identifies development of a new Aguatic Centre as one of the kev strategic focus areas. The Aquatic Cenfre Infrastructure is ageing and the

http:/fwww .ashfield.nsw.gov.au/page/condition_of_the aquatic_centre. htmi 12
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SAUUNUT WU T Ve W Tery Wi sinan L1 I Y 270 e d@nniun.
Assets will not be able to be maintained at the current lards and the safely and functionality of the Aquatic Centre will be put at risk and it may eventually have to close.
Option 2.

Council would undertake a $10 million partial upgrade of the Ashfield Aquatic Centre,
Click here to view the concept plan for Option 2

Option 3.
Council would undertake a $14 million partial upgrade of the Ashfield Aquatic Centre and build a new water polo pool.

Click here to view the concept plan for Option 3

Option 4.
Council would undertake a $25 million upgrade of the Ashfield Aguatic Centra.
Click here to view the concept plan for Option 4

Web development by SiteSuite
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facilities, gs and providing additional environmental services. This is called a special rate variati Ashfield Council requires a signifi itlo
maintain or upgrade its ageing infrastructure and facilities to the standard the community has said it wants. A special rate variation is one of the ways we can finance this investment.

How will the Special Rate Variation Work?
The answer to this question ulimately depends on which option is chosen. However, the rate increase will be phased In over four years and will remain in the rate base permanently. At
the fifth year mark, rates will go back to increasing by the small state-wide il only - app 3% per annum,

Why do we need a Special Rate Variation?

NSW Treasury Corporation recently confirmed we are financially sound. However, we face a number of challenges that will affect how we continue to fund infrastructure, facilities and
services, Into the future, Council will not be abls to pmducs a balanced budget within its existing income, without a deterioration in the condifion of key infrastructure or a reduction in
some services. Thisisnotb of fi it. Itis simply because over the next decade, Council's income is not expected to grow as fast as the costs to maintain our
infrastructure and run our services will grow. In addition, a previous special rate variation ended last year which has been providing us with an additional $730,000 a year for spending on
infrastructure.

Over the last five years or so, Council has made significant efficiencies in existing operations and will continue (o seize new opportunities. However, pted i from efficiencie:

will be insufficient to cover the addifional funds needed to maintain key infrastructure, facilities and standards at the level the community is seeking. if services are not to be cut, the only
way of balancing the budget and meeting community needs is to raise the amount of income that Councll receives.

We face a number of challenges that will affect how we continue to fund infrastructure, facilities and services:

» The costs of maintaining infrastructure and running services are rising faster than Council's income is being generated

= A previous special rate variation ended last year which had been providing us an additional $730,000 a year for spending on infrastructure

» Ourinfrastructure, particulary our aqualic centre, is ageing and will need signifi pgrades to remain operational for the community over the medium to leng term
» The ity is calling for infr ture to be upgraded and services to be expanded but we can't do this without additional funding solutions.

What infrastructure does Council have responsibility for?

The role of local councils has come a long way since the days of "roads, rates and rubbish”, The Ashfield Council area is located in the inner-western suburbs of Sydney, about 6-9
kilometres from the Sydney GPO. Ashfield Council is 8.29 square kilometres in size and includes the suburbs of Ashfield, Summer Hill, Haberfield, the eastern part of Croydon and parts
of Croydon Park, Hurlstone Park and Ashbury. The Ashfield Council area Esti ident Population for 2013 is 44,175, with a population density of 53.32 persons per hectare. Itis
one of the most culturally diverse local government areas in inner Sydney with 42 51% of the population born overseas.

Ashfield Council takes care of a number of infrastructure, facilities and services, including:

» Ashfield and Haberfield libraries

Community centres and halls

Ashfield Aquatic Centre, including the swim school

Parks, including Pratien Park

Local roads, bulldings, sewerage and drainage and public tollets
Environmental and health services

« Waste it, includi yeling services

Controlling companion animals

Planning and development

Services for specific groups in the community such as children and youth, clder people, people with disabi
diverse backgrounds.

ies, indigenous people and people from culturally and linguistically

What are the proposed options?

http:/fwww .ashfield.nsw.gov.awpage/frequently_asked_questions.html| 12
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How much will my rates increase by?
This depends on which special rate variation option the community wants and what is app d by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART).

How will pensioners be affected?

Council is sensitive to the cost of living pressures on pensioners. In 2013 Council introduced an additional rate rebate of $25 for pensioners. Council is also able to assist pensioners or
other ratepayers who are having difficulty by allowing them to pay their rates over a longer period. For more inf i
87161800 and ask to speak to our rates department.

on special p please call Council an

‘Who makes the decision about whether the special rate variation is approved or not?
Council will look at the comments and feedback received during the Your Say, Your Future campaign and if the i pport a Special Rate Variation Council will submit an
application to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal who will make the final decision as to whether a rate variation would proceed and by how much.

Web development by SiteSuite
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You are invited to attend one of our community open houses:

Haberfield Library
Monday 22 September 2014
from 6.00pm - 7.30pm

Ashfield Aquatic Centre
Cadigal Room

Wednesday 1 October 2014
from 6.00pm - 7.30pm

Ashfield Civic Centre
Activity Rooms

Wednesday October 8 2014
from 11.00am - 12.30pm

Summer Hill Church Hall

Cnr Henson and Smith Streets
Thursday 16 October 2014
from 6.00pm - 7.30pm

Email us at info@ashfisld nsw.gov.au

Wirite to Ashfield Council
PO Box 1145
Ashfield NSW 1800

Call Council on 87161800
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