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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Fairfield City Council (FCC) undertook community consultation from 16 March until 17 April 2015 to gain an 
understanding of the community’s views on the Independent Local Government Review Panel’s (ILGRP’s) 
preferred option for an amalgamation between Fairfield City and Liverpool City Councils.

Community consultation was undertaken before Fairfield City Council made its final decision on the option  
of amalgamating with Liverpool City Council (LCC).

To ensure as many residents as possible had their say, a four part consultation process was adopted. This  
allowed for the validation of data through cross verification from a range of data sources which included:

•	 Independent telephone survey.

•	 Resident survey: available on paper and online surveys.

•	 Business survey: available on paper and online surveys.

•	 Focus groups: to engage the hard-to-reach groups. 

Fairfield City Council provided a balanced account of the advantages and disadvantages of amalgamation to 
the community. The consultation process presented a summary of key information so that residents could 
take an informed position through the comparison data presented.

A total of 2,142 responses were received, which included resident surveys (1,413), business surveys (48), focus 
groups (76), and an independent telephone survey (605), which delivered results with a maximum sampling 
error of +/- 4.0% at 95% confidence. 

The overall results indicated that Fairfield City’s residents and businesses 
overwhelmingly do not support an amalgamation between Fairfield City and Liverpool 
City councils. 91% of residents did not support an amalgamation between Fairfield City 
and Liverpool City Councils.

The main reason Fairfield City’s residents objected to an amalgamation was because 
they are happy with Council’s management/service provision, which reflects the 
importance of local priorities and focus on the disadvantaged and multicultural 
community – a focus that is likely to be diluted or lost in an amalgamated council 
(as outlined in chapters 1 and 3). Their concern about an increase in rates reflects the 
sensitivities about affordability and supports the efforts Fairfield City Council has 
made to keep rates and fees low, while providing quality facilities and services that the 
community can afford. Residents were concerned that an amalgamated council was 
‘too big’ and would not be local. The finding of Fairfield City Council’s Improvement 
Proposal Business Case substantiated the concerns raised by Fairfield residents that an 
amalgamation with Liverpool City Council will result in inferior community outcomes.
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The telephone survey showed that just over a third of residents (36%) were aware of the option being  
considered by the NSW Government of an amalgamation of Fairfield City and Liverpool City Councils.  
Residents overwhelmingly (91%) supported Fairfield City Council standing alone and not amalgamating with 
Liverpool City Council. The main reasons given were: 

•	 Currently happy with Council’s management/service provision.

•	 Concerns about the amalgamated area being too large to be manageable.

•	 Concerns about increases in rates. 

The resident survey yielded the same results with 91% of residents overwhelmingly indicating that their 
preferred option was for Fairfield City Council to stand alone and not amalgamate with Liverpool City Council.   
Businesses (82%) and focus groups (88%) reinforce the community’s preferred option of no change (Table 1).  

Table 1: Results of community engagement

	 Response type	 Support for Fairfield 	 Number of responses 
		  standing alone and  
		  not amalgamating	

Residents 	 Resident survey 	 91%	 1,413

	 Independent 	 91%	 605 
	 telephone survey	

	 Focus groups	 88%	 76

Businesses	 Business survey	 82%	 48

Fairfield City residents, with 91% preferring that Fairfield City Council standalone, shows that the Fairfield 
community is strongly against an amalgamation with Liverpool City Council, especially when compared to findings 
from other councils. Micromex Research conducted 8,716 telephone interviews across 16 NSW LGAs representing 
a population of about 1.4 million NSW residents. On average, 56% of the community supported the option of 
standing alone over amalgamations.  

As one resident said: “Local identity is important, local services important. Easy to 
get lost in the crowd, if amalgamation occurred. Fairfield will lose its identity”.
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Fairfield Liverpool Combined

Population

Population (ERP 2013) 201,427 195,355 396,782

Forecast Population 2031 239,900 288,950 500,000+

Land Area 102km2 306km2 408km2

Population Density (person per ha) 19.83 6.39 Unknown

Population Ranking (2011) Third Fifth Unknown

Council’s Finances

Current Financial Position (Tcorp) Sound Sound Sound

Financial Outlook (Tcorp) Neutral Negative Unknown

Total Expenditure (2013-2014) $150 million $151 million $301 million

Average Residential Rates & Annual 
Charges ($300K) 

$1,352 $1,618 Unknown

Average Business Rates & Annual  
Charges ($500K)

$2,571 $2,893 Unknown 

Debt (Loans) $1.7 million $41 million $42.7 million

Debt per resident $8.44 $209.87 $107.62

Debt per household $29.48 $726.05 $374.12

Local Representation

Number of Wards 3 2 Unknown

Number of Councillors 12 10 Unknown

Number of residents per Councillor 16,785 19,535 Unknown

Popularly Elected Mayor Yes Yes Yes

Business and Economics

Gross Regional Product $7.5 billion $7.9 billion $15.4 billion

Number of businesses 14,610 13,680 28,290

Number of jobs 46,823 53,805 100,628

Unemployment Rate 11.60% 7.50% No change

THE FUTURE OF FAIRFIELD CITY

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

HOW THE TWO COUNCILS COMPARE

BACKGROUND

Under the Fit for the Future (FFF) reform proposal, the ILGRP’s preferred option was an amalgamation between 
Fairfield City and Liverpool City Councils. This Chapter examines the Fairfield community’s position on the 
option of amalgamation. 

Fairfield City Council is one of the most diverse communities in NSW with 70% of its population speaking 
a language other than English with about 134 languages spoken in the Fairfield LGA. This makes community 
engagement complex. For this reason Fairfield City Council used a range of methods to ensure hard to reach 
groups were engaged in the Fit for the Future consultations. 

Fairfield City Council undertook an initial assessment of the advantages and disadvantages by using 
a quadruple bottom-line assessment (Chapter 3). The consultation process presented a summary of 
key information so residents could take an informed position through the comparison data presented. 
Community consultation was undertaken prior to Council making its final decision on the option of 
amalgamating with Liverpool City Council.

Fairfield City Council, at its February 2015 Ordinary Council meeting, resolved inter alia, to adopt the Fit for 
the Future Community Consultation Plan (Appendix 9) and to receive a further report with the results of the 
community consultation to assist Council to finalise its position for the Fit for the Future submission.

METHODOLOGY 
To ensure as many residents as possible had their say, a four part consultation process was adopted 
(Appendix 8). This allowed for the validation of data through cross verification from a range of sources which 
included: 

Independent telephone survey: Interviews were conducted 
with 605 residents providing a maximum sampling error of 
+/- 4.0% at 95% confidence. The sample was weighted by age, 
ethnicity and gender. The telephone survey was conducted 
across six language groups to ensure Fairfield City’s multicultural 
community were engaged.  

Resident survey: The survey was available online and in hard 
copy. The online survey was available in 91 languages through 
Google translate and was promoted through social media. The 
hard copy survey was developed using plain English principles 
(Flesh-Kincaid Grade Level) and was translated into a range 
of languages which was available in ethnic newspapers. Flyers 
were distributed to every household (60,100 letter box drops) 
and advertisements containing the survey were placed in both 
mainstream and ethnic newspapers. Surveys were also available 
through Council services such as libraries.



FAIRFIELD CITY COUNCIL  CHAPTER 4 - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT - 374

Business survey: The survey was available online at ourfairfieldcity.com.au and distributed via hard copy 
throughout the City. The online survey was available in 91 languages through Google Translate. Council’s Place 
Management and Economic Development Team actively promoted the survey.  

Focus groups: Fairfield City Council has a number of Advisory Groups which are representative of the 
community, to ensure hard to reach groups have a voice within the City. These and other groups were 
engaged in discussions to obtain their views on the option of amalgamation. 

Fairfield City Council provided a balanced account of the impacts and benefits of amalgamation to the 
community and did not make a determination on the option of amalgamation until after the community 
consultations were concluded. 

DEMOGRAPHICS OF RESPONDENTS

2,142 responses were received which included resident surveys (1,413), business surveys (48) and focus groups 
(76). An independent telephone survey was also conducted with 605 residents, which delivered results with a 
maximum sampling error of +/- 4.0% at 95% confidence.

As shown in Chapter 3 - Social and community context, Fairfield City residents include the most 
disadvantaged and multicultural community in NSW, with 70% speaking a language other than English at home. 

More residents had their say than ever before. Using the same methodology as previous consultations, 
response rates for FFF were much higher compared to: 

•	 2014 Special Rate Variation: 1,149 responses.

•	 2012 Community Strategic Plan: 1,775 responses.

•	 2010 Community Strategic Plan: 1,271 responses.

Telephone Survey - Respondents Demographics

As outlined in Figure 1: 395 interviews were conducted by Micromex Research in English, and 210 were conducted 
by Multicultural Marketing and Management in Vietnamese, Cantonese, Mandarin, Arabic and Khmer.

The survey was reflective of Fairfield’s community for age, ethnicity and gender.

As one resident said: “Amalgamation makes the council too large and not a LOCAL 
council, but a south west Sydney council. There will be no LOCAL identity or LOCAL 
priorities”.
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Resident Survey - Respondents Demographics 

Of the 1,413 surveys received, 57% of the responses were from women and 43% were from men. This is 
somewhat similar to the Fairfield LGA as 50.7% of the population are women and 49.7% are men, showing that 
men are slightly under represented in the survey.  

Figure 2: Age of resident survey responses

As shown in Figure 2, ages of the respondents were fairly evenly spread between 18-34 (32%), 35-54 (37%) and 
those 55+ (31%) which is reflective of the Fairfield LGA age groupings.  

 Figure 1: Telephone survey respondents

The majority of respondents spoke English at home (66%) with 34% speaking a language other than English. 
English speakers were over represented in the survey as 70% of residents speak a language other than English. 
Nonetheless, 41 different languages were spoken by respondents, reflecting the diversity of the City.   
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Business Survey - Respondents Demographics 

A total of 48 business surveys were received, which is not a good representation of our business community. 
Responses were received from the following suburbs, which represent the business hubs across the City.   

Figure 4 shows the main industry types for the responses. The overall response rate for business was low and 
manufacturing had a notably low response rate.

Figure 4: Business industry type

Figure 3: Business responses by suburb
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Focus Groups – Respondents Demographics

There were eight focus groups and two events that were attended as part of this consultation process. A 
total of 76 residents participated in FFF focus groups, which included: 

•	 Multicultural Advisory Committee.

•	 NSW Spanish and Latin American Association for Social Assistance.

•	 Fairfield Migrant Interagency.

•	 Youth Advisory Committee.

•	 Fairfield Youth Workers Network Meeting.

•	 South West Ageing and Disability Forum.

•	 Seniors Network.

•	 Aboriginal Advisory Committee - This meeting was cancelled due to low attendance.  

•	 Seniors Day Event.

•	 Harmony Day Event.

SURVEY RESULTS

The overall results indicated that Fairfield City’s residents (91%) and businesses (82%) overwhelmingly do not 
support an amalgamation between Fairfield and Liverpool City Council.

Telephone Survey Results

In summary:

•	 36% of residents were aware of the ILGRP’s preferred option to amalgamate. Males, those aged 55+, and 
those who mainly spoke English at home were significantly more likely to be aware of Local Government 
reform. 

•	 As shown in Figure 5 ‘Rates’ (86%) was identified most frequently as a concern for residents in the case of  
an amalgamation, followed by ‘services and facilities’ (81%).

As one resident said: “They are already two large councils with different community 
focuses. I think they’ll operate more effectively as separate councils”.

As one resident said: “We need a voice in the area, we need to be heard.  
Amalgamation will make this harder. Bigger is not always better”.
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Figure 5: Concerns about the impacts of an amalgamation between Fairfield and Liverpool 

There was overwhelming support for the proposition of Fairfield City Council standing alone (91%) and not 
amalgamating with Liverpool City Council (Figure 6). Results were the same whether or not residents were 
already aware of the amalgamation proposal.

Figure 6: Do you support Fairfield City standing alone and not amalgamating with Liverpool Council

The main reasons given for taking this position were:

•	 Currently happy with Council’s management/service provision.

•	 Concerns about an amalgamated area being too large to be manageable – and the associated concerns 
about the possible decline in services.

•	 Concerns about an increase in rates.
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Resident Survey Results

At total of 1,413 surveys were received, which included 379 online and 1,034 hard copy surveys. 77% of residents 
who completed the survey were aware of the ILGRP’s preferred option for amalgamation.

Residents felt that maintaining services and facilities, low rates and investment in local infrastructure 
(buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths) were equally as important, followed by focus on local priorities. 

Least important was the ability to influence the State and Federal governments. 

Residents were asked if they were concerned about the impacts of an amalgamation of Fairfield and Liverpool 
Councils. They identified their greatest concerns as impacts on services and facilities (88%), rates (87%), focus 
on local priorities (86%) and investment in local infrastructure (86%). The ability to influence the State and 
Federal Government (64%) was the least area of concern (Table 3)

Table 3: What are your concerns about the impacts of an amalgamation between Fairfield and Liverpool 
councils in any of the following areas?

RESIDENTS 	

Services and facilities (libraries, leisure centres, parks, buildings)	 88% 

Rates	 87% 

Focus on local priorities	 86% 

Investments in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths)	 86% 

Local identity	 81% 

Ability to participate in local decisions	 81% 

Local representation	 78% 

Ability to influence the State and Federal Governments	 64% 

As one resident said: “Leave big councils like Fairfield alone, but by all means 
amalgamate smaller ones”.

As one resident said: “We need local, not regional councils”.
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Residents overwhelmingly did not support an amalgamation of Fairfield and Liverpool City Councils as 91% 
supported Fairfield City standing alone as shown in Figure 7.

Figure 7: Do you support Fairfield City standing alone and not amalgamating with Liverpool Council?

Business Survey Results

A total of 48 business surveys were received, which is not a good representation of our business community. 
50% of businesses that completed the survey were aware of the ILGRP’s preferred option of amalgamation.

Businesses felt that investment in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths) was the most 
important, followed by a focus on local priorities. When asked if they were concerned about the impacts 
of an amalgamation between Fairfield and Liverpool Councils, again the issues of greatest concern were 
investment in local infrastructure (85%), focus on local priorities (77%), and ability to participate in local 
decisions (75%). Concern about rates (65%) and local representation (65%) were of least concern (Table 4).  

As one resident said: “If the government is close to the people, the 
people are more likely to get what they want and need”.

No 
9%

Yes 
91%
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Table 4: What are your concerns about the impacts of an amalgamation between Fairfield and Liverpool 
Councils in any of the following areas?

BUSINESSES	

Investments in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths)	 85%

Focus on local priorities	 77%

Ability to participate in local decisions	 75%

Focus on industrial lands and town centres	 69%

Local identity	 67%

Ability to influence the State and Federal Governments	 67%

Local representation	 65%

Rates	 65%

Businesses did not support an amalgamation of Fairfield and Liverpool City Councils as 82% supported 
Fairfield City standing alone.

Focus Groups Results

There were eight focus groups and two events that were attended as part of this consultation process. A 
total of 76 residents participated in Fit for the Future focus groups.

The majority of participants (88%) did not support an amalgamation between Fairfield City and Liverpool 
City Councils. 

Similar to the residential surveys, participants were concerned about the impact of services for a 
disadvantaged population and how the delivery of services may change with amalgamation. 
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LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL – SURVEY RESULTS

Liverpool City Council, like Fairfield City Council, undertook a telephone and online survey of its residents. 
Residents from both LGAs are opposed to an amalgamation. Key finding are summarised below:

Telephone Survey

Liverpool City Council undertook 1,538 telephone surveys of local residents. 60% of people were not aware 
of the amalgamation proposal before the survey with 35% supporting an amalgamation and 53% opposed. 
Of those who supported an amalgamation, 33% preferred an amalgamation with Camden, 25% preferred 
Liverpool-Camden-Fairfield with the least preferred option being an amalgamation between Liverpool-
Fairfield (22%). 

42% of residents rated more council resources and services as the strongest factor in supporting 
amalgamation, followed by long-term financial gain. The biggest concern for those opposing amalgamation 
was loss of Council focus due to the size of the amalgamated council (78%).

Online Survey

As of 6 June 2015, Liverpool City Council had 344 responses to its online survey. A summary of the results 
show that:

•	 50% were aware of FFF before the survey, 47% were not.
•	 30% support amalgamation, 57% oppose.

•	 18% support amalgamation with Fairfield.

•	 17% support amalgamation with Camden.

•	 11% support Liverpool + Camden + Fairfield.

•	 54% supported no amalgamation.

•	 More council resources (47% of participants) and long-term financial gains (23%) were the benefits that    
people thought amalgamation would bring.

•	 Loss of council focus due to size was the biggest issue (63%) of concern.

Liverpool City residents did not support an amalgamation with Fairfield City Council, agreeing that a council 
with in excess of 500,000 residents was too big and would result in a loss of focus on Liverpool’s priorities. 

Liverpool City Council’s preferred option is to standalone. However, should amalgamations proceed, 
Liverpool Council highlighted in its submission to the ILGRP’s draft report that its preference would be that 
the south west urban release area should be managed by one authority. Liverpool City identified that it has a 
similar social and economic context and more in common with councils to the south.
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APPENDIX 8: METHODOLOGY

Under the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework, Local Government provides leadership and 
advocacy for the local area. Fairfield City Council listens to the views of its residents and believes that it 
is also important that Council provides information on the advantages and disadvantages of a proposed 
amalgamation.  Fairfield City Council did not make a determination on the option of amalgamation until after 
the community consultations were concluded. 

For this reason, Fairfield City Council provided a balanced account of the impacts and benefits of 
amalgamation to the community. Samples of consultation material can be found at the end of this appendix. 
(Fit for the Future brochure, screenshot from website, Mayor’s messages, social media screenshots and 

PLEASE COMPLETE SURVEY 
ONLINE OR ON BACK PAGE 
BY FRIDAY 3 APRIL 2015

Have Your Say
On the future of Fairfield City 

THE STATE GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING AN AMALGAMATION BETWEEN 
FAIRFIELD AND LIVERPOOL COUNCILS

SURVEY AND INFORMATION BOOKLET                     MARCH 2015      

• Visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or 
contact Council on 02 9725 0222

• The information and survey are  
available in many languages online  

4

Fairfield Liverpool Combined

Population

Population (ERP 2013) 201,427 195,355 396,782

Forecast Population 2031 239,900 288,950 500,000+

Land Area 102km2 306km2 408km2

Population Density (person per ha) 19.83 6.39 Unknown

Population Ranking (2011) Third Fifth Unknown

Council’s Finances

Current Financial Position (Tcorp) Sound Sound Sound

Financial Outlook (Tcorp) Neutral Negative Unknown

Total Expenditure (2013-2014) $150 million $151 million $301 million

Average Residential Rates & Annual 
Charges ($300K) 

$1,352 $1,618 Unknown

Average Business Rates & Annual  
Charges ($500K)

$2,571 $2,893 Unknown 

Debt (Loans) $1.7 million $41 million $42.7 million

Debt per resident $8.44 $209.87 $107.62

Debt per household $29.48 $726.05 $374.12

Local Representation

Number of Wards 3 2 Unknown

Number of Councillors 12 10 Unknown

Number of residents per Councillor 16,785 19,535 Unknown

Popularly Elected Mayor Yes Yes Yes

Business and Economics

Gross Regional Product $7.5 billion $7.9 billion $15.4 billion

Number of businesses 14,610 13,680 28,290

Number of jobs 46,823 53,805 100,628

Unemployment Rate 11.60% 7.50% No change

THE FUTURE OF FAIRFIELD CITY

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

HOW THE TWO COUNCILS COMPARE

newspaper clippings including ethnic media). The consultation process 
presented a summary of key information so that residents could make 
an informed position through the comparison data presented.  
 
The key information for residents included: 

1.	 A direct comparison table of the two local government areas 
projecting what a new entity may look like. 

2.	 A list of the potential advantages of an amalgamation and a 
standalone position -  

	 Advantages of an amalgamation with Liverpool City Council:

•	 State Government may transfer responsibilities, such as 
planning matters to larger councils.

•	 A larger council could have greater influence on State  
and Federal Government.

•	 Increased funding opportunities.

	 Advantages of Fairfield City Council standing alone:

•	 Lower residential and business rates.

•	 Decisions about service delivery reflect local priorities.

•	 Current local representation maintained.

•	 Current local identity maintained.

•	 A focus on local priorities rather than Liverpool’s 
developing areas.

•	 Maintain a focus on Fairfield’s suburban centres while  
supporting Liverpool and Parramatta as regional cities.

•	 No transitional costs.
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Survey Design

Survey questions were designed in consultation with Micromex Research. A triangulation approach was used 
to validate data through cross verification from a range of sources and to ensure that as many residents as 
possible had the opportunity to have their say. The same survey questions were used for all methods of 
engagement and included both quantitative (validation) and qualitative (inquiry) methods. 

Telephone Survey - Methodology

Data collection period: Telephone interviews (CATI) were conducted during the period 18-24 March 2015.

Sample: N=605 interviews were conducted. A sample size of 605 provides a maximum sampling error of 
plus or minus 4.0% at 95% confidence. The sample was weighted by age and gender to reflect the 2011 ABS 
community profile of Fairfield City.

Cohort: Interviewing was conducted in accordance with the AMSRS Code of Professional Conduct. 395 
interviews were conducted by Micromex Research in English, and 210 were conducted by Multicultural 
Marketing and Management in Vietnamese, Cantonese, Mandarin, Arabic and Khmer.

Data analysis: The data was analysed using Q Professional.

Resident Survey - Methodology

Data collection period: The residents’ survey was conducted during the period 16 March 2015 and closed 
Friday 10 April 2015.

Sample: The survey was available online at ourfairfieldcity.com.au and distributed via hard copy throughout 
the City. The online survey was available in 91 languages through Google translate. The hard copy survey was 
developed using plain English principles (Flesh-Kincaid Grade Level) and was translated into a range languages 
which was available in ethnic newspapers (as outlined below).   

At total of 1,413 surveys were received, which included 379 online and 1,034 hard copy surveys. Hard copy 
surveys were the preferred method, which is reflective of the Fairfield LGA, as residents have limited access 
to internet connections (24.7% of residents had no internet connection as at 2011 Census). 

Data analysis: Data analysis was completed via the online survey tool (iJoomla:surveys) and Microsoft Excel. 
Hard copy surveys were data entered and combined with online surveys by students and volunteers. A quality 
control review was undertaken to minimise error. 

Distribution

•	 Online: 

•	 A social media campaign was conducted using Facebook and Twitter. 

•	 Survey was located on Councils website – homepage.
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•	 Hard copy

1.	 City Life was distributed to every household (60,100 letter box drops), which included information 
and a free return envelope (cut out). 855 surveys were returned from City Life.

2.	 Local Newspapers (Fairfield City Champion and The Fairfield Advance) featured an article on the 
front page and the Champion included a copy of the survey for residents to return to Council. 
Local newspapers continued to promote the survey during the collection period. A total of 134 
surveys were return from local newspapers. 

3.	 Multicultural Newspapers including La Fiamma (Italian), Chinese Daily (Chinese), Extra Informativo 
(Spanish), Dan Viet (Vietnamese) and Al-Furat (Arabic) all featured articles and copies of the 
translated survey for residents to complete. A total of 45 surveys were returned from ethnic 
newspapers as outlined in Table 2.

4.	 Flyers and surveys were distributed through Council’s services including Leisure Centres, Libraries, 
Museum and Gallery and Childcare Centres and at the Customer Service Front Counter at the 
Administration Building. A total of 161 residents surveys were returned directly to Council services.

Business Survey – Methodology

Data collection period: The business survey was conducted during the period 9 March and 17 April 2015.

Sample: The survey was available online at ourfairfieldcity.com.au and distributed via hard copy throughout 
the City. The online survey was available in 91 languages through Google translate. A total of 48 business 
surveys were received.

Data analysis: Data analysis was completed via the online survey tool (iJoomla:surveys) and Microsoft Excel. 
Hard copy surveys were data entered and combined with online surveys by students and volunteers. A quality 
control review was undertaken to minimise error.

Distribution: Fairfield City Council’s Place Management and Economic Development Team promoted the 
survey through business forums, Chamber of Commences meetings, newsletters, online databases and during 
visits to local businesses. 

Focus Groups - Methodology

Data collection period: Focus groups were conducted during the period 9 March and 17 April 2015.

Sample: Fairfield City Council has a number of Advisory Groups which are representative of the community, to 
ensure hard to reach groups have a voice within the City. These and other groups were approached to undertake 
consultations.  

Table 2: Response rate from ethnic newspapers

	 La Fiamma 	 Chinese Daily	 Local	 Future of	 Flyer -  
	Italian newspaper	 newspaper	 newspapers	 Fairfield City flyer	 Spanish translation

	 5	 5	 30	 134	 5
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Fit for the Future brochure

If you require additional support in 
understanding this information, or 
to discuss the matter with a Council 
officer, contact Council on 
02 9725 0222 or visit  
www.fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au.

Arabic

Assyrian

Chinese

Spanish

Vietnamese

Khmer

2

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Have your say on 
Fairfield City’s future. 

This is the most significant 
reform in NSW local 
government history.

The State Government has 
asked Fairfield City Council 
to comment on the option 
of amalgamating Fairfield 

and Liverpool councils. This will create one City 
with a future estimated population of more than 
500,000.

It is my personal view that any plans to amalgamate 
two cities - that are already two of the biggest in 
Sydney - should be a decision the people should 
make, not politicians or Governments on their own.

The final decision will be made by the State 
Government.

Council feels it’s important for you the residents to 
be aware of these options, and to have your say. 

Given we are rated one of the most efficient 
by NSW Treasury Corporation (TCorp), no 
amalgamation should proceed unless clear benefits 
are identified for Fairfield residents. Although the 
State Government will make the final decision, 
Council is determined to advocate for the best 
interests of the residents and our City.  

Council amalgamations are discussed in more detail 
on the following pages. 

Please take the time to complete the survey on  the 
back.

 

Frank Carbone  
Mayor of Fairfield City 
fcarbone@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au
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Fairfield Liverpool Combined

Population

Population (ERP 2013) 201,427 195,355 396,782

Forecast Population 2031 239,900 288,950 500,000+

Land Area 102km2 306km2 408km2

Population Density (person per ha) 19.83 6.39 Unknown

Population Ranking (2011) Third Fifth Unknown

Council’s Finances

Current Financial Position (Tcorp) Sound Sound Sound

Financial Outlook (Tcorp) Neutral Negative Unknown

Total Expenditure (2013-2014) $150 million $151 million $301 million

Average Residential Rates & Annual 
Charges ($300K) 

$1,352 $1,618 Unknown

Average Business Rates & Annual  
Charges ($500K)

$2,571 $2,893 Unknown 

Debt (Loans) $1.7 million $41 million $42.7 million

Debt per resident $8.44 $209.87 $107.62

Debt per household $29.48 $726.05 $374.12

Local Representation

Number of Wards 3 2 Unknown

Number of Councillors 12 10 Unknown

Number of residents per Councillor 16,785 19,535 Unknown

Popularly Elected Mayor Yes Yes Yes

Business and Economics

Gross Regional Product $7.5 billion $7.9 billion $15.4 billion

Number of businesses 14,610 13,680 28,290

Number of jobs 46,823 53,805 100,628

Unemployment Rate 11.60% 7.50% No change

THE FUTURE OF FAIRFIELD CITY

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

HOW THE TWO COUNCILS COMPARE

PLEASE COMPLETE SURVEY 
ONLINE OR ON BACK PAGE 
BY FRIDAY 3 APRIL 2015

Have Your Say
On the future of Fairfield City 

THE STATE GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING AN AMALGAMATION BETWEEN 
FAIRFIELD AND LIVERPOOL COUNCILS

SURVEY AND INFORMATION BOOKLET                     MARCH 2015      

• Visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or 
contact Council on 02 9725 0222

• The information and survey are  
available in many languages online  

Please complete the survey on the back page.

The State Government is considering amalgamations for NSW councils. The aim is to reduce 
councils from 41 to 18.

The options being considered for Fairfield is to stand alone or amalgamate with Liverpool. This 
would create one City with a future estimated population of more than 500,000.

Council’s preliminary findings suggest an amalgamation will not benefit its residents. 

We are required by 30 June to submit a report to the State Government on financial 
management, service delivery and scale and capacity. Fairfield City Council will be able to show 
that it meets the Government’s criteria.

Council is already the third largest council by population in Sydney. The current financial 
position is sound as rated by the NSW Treasury Corporation (TCorp). 

Council has a high standard of service delivery and our rates are much cheaper than most other 
councils.

While our Council does not support forced amalgamations. We want to hear your views on the 
City’s future.

HAVE YOUR SAY

SURVEYS AVAILABLE AT            

3

What is an amalgamation? 
It is when two or more councils (local  
governments) combine or merge together.

Visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

Visit 

THE FUTURE OF FAIRFIELD CITY

• www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au 

• Fairfield City Council Administration Building

• Early Learning Centres

• Libraries

• Leisure Centres

• Museum and Gallery 
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FAIRFIELD CITY’S FUTURE   
FAIRFIELD RESIDENT SURVEY

6. What language do you speak at home? 

7. In which suburb do you live?  

8. What is your age group?   

  17 and under  18 – 34 35 – 54 55 - 74 75 years and over

9. Gender?   

  Male Female  D
em

og
ra

ph
ic

 Q
ue

st
io

ns

 YES NO UNSURE

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au 
or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

1. Are you aware of the recommendation being considered by the State Government about an      
      amalgamation of Fairfield City Council and Liverpool City Council?      

  Yes No 

2. Which of the following are important to you as a resident of Fairfield City? (Tick as many as you wish) 

  Maintain services and facilities (libraries, leisure centres, parks, buildings)

  Low rates

  Local identity 

  Focus on local priorities

  Local representation

  Investments in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths)

  Ability to influence the State and Federal Governments

3. Are you concerned about the impacts of an amalgamation between Fairfield and Liverpool councils  
      in any of the following areas?   

 Local identity

 Focus on local priorities

 Local representation

 Ability to influence the State and Federal Governments

 Ability to participate in local decisions

 Services and facilities (libraries, leisure centres, parks, buildings)

 Investments in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths)

 Rates

4. Do you support Fairfield City standing alone and not amalgamating with Liverpool Council? 
              Yes No

5. Why do you say that? 

Tear off survey and return  
to Fairfield City Council. 
No stamp required.

6

Advantages: amalgamation with Liverpool City Council            

• State Government may transfer responsibilities such as planning  
matters to larger councils    

• A larger Council could have greater influence on State and  
Federal Governments 

• Increased funding opportunities                            

• Lower residential and business rates

• Decisions about service delivery reflect local priorities

• Current local representation maintained

• Current local identity maintained

• A focus on local priorities rather than Liverpool’s developing 
areas 

• Maintain a focus on Fairfield’s suburban centres while supporting 
Liverpool and Parramatta as regional cities

• No transitional costs

Advantages: Fairfield City Council standing alone

THE FUTURE OF FAIRFIELD CITY

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

AMALGAMATION OR STAND ALONE?

Have Your Say Survey

Fairfield City Council

Reply Paid 21

FAIRFIELD NSW 1860

FOLD FOLD

Please return the surveys by Friday, 3 April 2015.

BY DROP OFF TO:

• Fairfield City Council Administration Building

• Early Learning Centres

• Libraries

• Leisure Centres

 
OR

BY POST:

• Fold the survey to envelope size with  
the address panel below at the front,  
seal with some tape and post back.

• Museum and Gallery 

TAPE

No stamp required
if posted in Australia



Fairfield Council 
is 3rd largest in Sydney 

by population   
(over 200,000 people)

Fairfield Council is bigger 
than other 
councils 

not 
considered 

for an amalgamation

Fairfield Council’s  
outlook will 
meet State 

Government’s criteria

NSW TCorp rated  
Fairfield Council as  
“financially sound”  

Fairfield Council has  
lower residential 

and business rates

A larger Council could have 
greater 

coordination 
of planning 

matters, if the State transfers 
its powers

Fairfield Council has high  
standards of service  

delivery and 
cheaper  

rates than most councils

Fairfield Council’s 
findings show 

amalgamation provides little  
benefit for our residents

A larger Council could 
have a greater  

influence on State 
Government

5

While Fairfield City Council does not support forced amalgamations we want to hear your views 
on the City’s future. While a larger Council could have greater influence on State Government 
the findings suggest an amalgamation will not benefit Fairfield residents.

THE FUTURE OF FAIRFIELD CITY

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

KEY POINTS

Fairfield City Council standing alone

Amalgamation with 
Liverpool City Council            
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www.fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

WHAT’S 
INSIDE

• HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE OF FAIRFIELD CITY
• MAYORAL INITIATIVES - NEW YEARS EVE
• WHAT’S ON

CITY LIFE
SPECIAL EDITION  ISSUE 66  2015 FAIRFIELDCITYCOUNCIL

Have Your Say
On the future of Fairfield City 
THE STATE GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING AN AMALGAMATION BETWEEN FAIRFIELD AND LIVERPOOL COUNCILS

COMPLETE THE SURVEY 
ON THE BACK PAGE

Please complete the survey on the back page.

The State Government is considering amalgamations 
for NSW councils. The aim is to reduce councils 
from 41 to 18.

The options being considered for Fairfield is to 
stand alone or amalgamate with Liverpool. This 
would create one City with a future estimated 
population of more than 500,000.

Council’s preliminary findings suggest an 
amalgamation will not benefit its residents. 

We are required by 30 June to submit a report to 
the State Government on financial management, 
service delivery and scale and capacity. Fairfield 
Council will be able to show that it meets the 
Governement’s criteria.

Council is already the third largest council by 
population in Sydney. The current financial 
position is sound as rated by the NSW Treasury 
Corporation (TCorp). 

Council has a high standard of service delivery and 
our rates are substantially cheaper than most other 
councils.

While our Council does not support forced 
amalgamations. We want to hear your views on the 
City’s future. 

What is an amalgamation? 
It is when two or more councils (local  
governments) combine or merge together.

Fairfield City’s Future
It is important for Council to provide information 
to its community on the options of standing 
alone or amalgamating. Providing this information 
allows you as residents to make informed 
decisions, and we want to hear your views.

AMALGAMATION OR STAND ALONE?

KEY POINTS

Fairfield Council 
is 3rd largest in Sydney 

by population   
(over 200,000 people)

Fairfield Council is bigger 
than other 
councils 

not 
considered 

for an amalgamation

Fairfield Council’s  
outlook will 
meet State 

Government’s criteria

NSW TCorp rated  
Fairfield Council as  
“financially sound”  

Fairfield Council has  
lower residential 

and business rates

A larger Council could have 
greater 

coordination 
of planning 

matters, if the State transfers 
its powers Fairfield Council has high  

standards of service  
delivery and 

cheaper  
rates than most councils

Fairfield Council’s 
findings show 

amalgamation provides little  
benefit for our residents

A larger Council could 
have a greater  
influence State 
Government

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

Advantages:- amalgamation 
with Liverpool City Council           
• State Government may transfer  

responsibilities such as planning 
matters to larger councils    

• A larger Council could have greater 
influence on State and Federal  
Governments 

• Increased funding opportunities                            

• Lower residential and business rates

• Decisions about service delivery reflect 
local priorities

• Current local representation 
maintained

• Current local identity maintained

• A focus on local priorities rather than 
Liverpool’s developing areas 

• Maintain a focus on Fairfield’s suburban 
centes while supporting Liverpool and 
Parramatta as regional cities

• No transitional costs

Advantages:- Fairfield City 
Council standing alone

HAVE YOUR SAY

CITY LIFE  3

FAIRFIELD CITY’S FUTURE   
RESIDENT SURVEY

6. What language do you speak at home? 

7. In which suburb do you live?  

8. What is your age group?   

  17 and under  18 – 34 35 – 54 55 - 74 75 years and over

9. Gender?   

  Male Female  D
em

og
ra

ph
ic

 Q
ue

st
io

ns

 YES NO UNSURE

H
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e 
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Tear off survey and return  
to Fairfield City Council. 
No stamp required

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au 
or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides. 

1. Are you aware of the recommendation being considered by the State Government about an amalgamation of Fairfield  
 City Council and Liverpool City Council?      

  Yes No 

2. Which of the following are important to you as a resident of Fairfield City? (Tick as many as you wish) 

  Maintain services and facilities (libraries, leisure centres, parks, buildings)

  Low rates

  Local identity 

  Focus on local priorities

  Local representation

  Investments in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths)

  Ability to influence the State and Federal Governments

3. Are you concerned about the impacts of an amalgamation between Fairfield and Liverpool councils in any of the  
      following areas?   

 Local identity

 Focus on local priorities

 Local representation

 Ability to influence the State and Federal Governments

 Ability to participate in local decisions

 Services and facilities (libraries, leisure centres, parks, buildings)

 Investments in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths)

 Rates

4. Do you support Fairfield City standing alone and not amalgamating with Liverpool Council? 
              Yes No

5. Why do you say that? 

O
N

 T
H

E 
FU

TU
RE

 O
F 

FA
IR

FI
EL

D
 C

IT
Y

16  CITY LIFE

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Have your say on 
Fairfield City’s 
future. 

This is the most 
significant reform in 
New South Wales 
local government 
history.

The State 
Government has asked Fairfield City Council 
to comment on the option of amalgamating 
Fairfield and Liverpool councils. This will create 
one City with a future estimated population of 
more than 500,000.

It is my personal view that any plans to 
amalgamate two cities - that are already two 
of the biggest in Sydney - should be a decision 
the people should make, not politicians or 
Governments on their own.

The final decision will be made by the State 
Government.

Council feels it’s important for you the 
residents to be aware of these options, and to 
have your say. 

Council currently is of the view that given 
we are rated one of the most efficient by 
NSW Treasury Corporation (TCorp) that no 
amalgamation proceed unless clear benefits 
are identified for Fairfield residents. Although 
the State Government will make the final 
decision, Council is determined to advocate 
for the best interests of the residents and our 
City.  

Council amalgamations are discussed in more 
detail on the following pages. 

Please take the time to complete the survey 
on  the back.

 

Frank Carbone  
Mayor of Fairfield City 
fcarbone@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

HOW THE TWO COUNCILS COMPARE

How we compare             

Fairfield Liverpool Combined

Population (ERP 2013) 201,427 195,355 396,782

Forecast Population 2031 239,900 288,950 500,000 +

Land Area 102km2 306km2 408km2

Average Residential Rates & Annual Charges 
($300K) 

$1,352 $1,618 unknown

Average Business Rates & Annual Charges 
($500K)

$2,571 $2,893 unknown

Estimated Council Debt (Loans) $1.7 million $41million  $42.7 million

The Current Situation           

Council’s Finances Fairfield Liverpool

Current Financial Position (Tcorp Assessment) Sound Sound

Financial Outlook (Tcorp Assessment) Neutral Negative

Total Expenditure (2013-2014) $150 million $151 million

Average Residential Rates & Annual Charges ($300K) $1,352 $1,618

Average Business Rates & Annual Charges ($500K) $2,571 $2,893

Debt (Loans) $1.7 million $41 million

Local Representation

Number of Wards 3 2

Number of Councillors 12 10

Number of residents per Councillor 16,785 19,535

Mayor Popularly Elected Popularly Elected

For more information visit www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au or call Council on 9725 0222 for language aides.

THE FUTURE OF FAIRFIELD CITY
Please complete the 
survey on the back page

2  CITY LIFE

Have Your Say Survey

Fairfield City Council

Reply Paid 21

FAIRFIELD NSW 1860

FOLD

Please return this survey by Friday 3 April 2015.

BY DROP OFF TO:

• Fairfield City Council Administration Building

• Child Care Centres

• Libraries

• Leisure Centres

OR

BY POST:

• Fold this page in half and 
seal with some adhesive 
tape and post back.

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                  

TAPE

No stamp required
if posted in Australia

CITY LIFE  15

City Life special edition
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CUSTOMER SERVICE OFFICERS, LEISURE CENTRES
Reference No. 2015.031 
Permanent Part Time (20 hr) and Casual Positions 
The Customer Service Officer is responsible for the 
provision of front desk and kiosk related duties to all 
Leisure Centre patrons.  This includes general reception 
and customer service duties, including phone enquiries, 
cash handling, bookings for centre run programs, selling 
memberships and general administrative duties relating to 
the role. 
Role Expectations
•	 Experience	in	sale	and	promotion	of	goods	and	services	

and reception services.
•	 Experience	in	a	leisure	centre/hospitability	environment
•	 Experience	working	within	a	customer	service	

environment and delivering a high level of customer 

satisfaction
•	 Ability	to	apply	initiative	and	problem	solve	on	issues	and	

implement an appropriate course of action 
•	 Conflict	resolution	and	interpersonal	skills
•	 Experience	with	computerised	point	of	sale	systems	and	

membership sales
•	 Ability	to	demonstrate	flexibility,	diplomacy,	
confidentiality,	as	well	such	professional	working	
behaviours	such	as	honesty	and	motivation

Employment Conditions
•	 $26.26	per	hour	which	is	pay	point	entry	level,	plus	
penalty	rates	for	weekend	work.	

•	 A	25%	loading	is	offered	for	casual	employees.
•	 Hours	of	work	-	between	5am	to	11pm	Monday	to	
Sunday.		However,	commencing	and	finishing	times	will	
be	flexible	and	depend	on	operational	needs.

To	apply	please	visit	Council's	website	www.fairfieldcity.

nsw.gov.au	or	mail	your	application	addressed	to	PO	Box	
21,	Fairfield	NSW	1860.
Applications close Friday 27 March 2015 at 4pm.
A	position	description	is	available	on	Council's	website.	For	
further information please contact Donna Cavagnino on 
9757	2433.
HOW TO APPLY: Applications	must	address	the	
knowledge,	skills,	qualifications	and	experience	required	
in	the	Position	Description.	A	Position	Description	is	
available from the contact person listed above, or from 
Council's	Website.	To	apply	online,	visit	Council's	Website	
www.fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au	and	select	the	Quick	Link	
for	Working	at	Council	–	Positions	Vacant.	Applications	
should	be	addressed	to	the	undersigned	and	received	by	
the	closing	date.	Applicants	must	be	prepared	to	undergo	
a	medical	examination	at	Council's	expense.	Fairfield	City	
Council	is	a	smoke-free	workplace	and	is	an	EEO	employer.

POSITIONS	VACANT	

Wakeley Administration Centre 86	Avoca	Road,	Wakeley	Customer Service 9725	0222	Monday	to	Friday,	8.30am	-	4.30pm	
Mailing Address PO	Box	21,	Fairfield	NSW	1860	mail@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

Continue on Page 12

Follow Fairfield City Council
www.fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

From your 
Mayor

The Future of Fairfield City 
Have your say on Fairfield City's future.
This is the most significant reform in New South Wales 
Local Government history.
The State Government has asked Fairfield City Council 
to comment on the option of amalgamating Fairfield and 
Liverpool councils, as part of the Government's reform 
package.
This will create one City with a future estimated population 
of more than 500,000.
It is my personal view that any plans to amalgamate two 
cities - that are already two of the biggest in Sydney - 
should be a decision a united community should make, not 
politicians or governments on their own.
Council feels it's important for you the residents to be 
aware of these options, and to have your say.
Council currently is one of the most efficient councils as 
rated by NSW Treasury Corporation (TCorp). No forced 
amalgamation should proceed unless there are clear 
benefits identified for Fairfield residents. 
I strongly believe that our residents should be at the 
forefront in the decision-making for the City's future, and I 
want to hear your views.
Your views will form part of Council's submission to the 
NSW Government.
Please take the time to 
complete the survey and 
send it back to Council. 
There are a number of 
different ways to access 
the survey.
Information on Council's 
Have Your Say on the 
Future of Fairfield City 
is available at www.
ourfairfieldcity.com.au, 
Fairfield City Council's 
Administration Centre, childcare centres, libraries, leisure 
centres and the Museum and Gallery.
New edition of City Life
Look out for the special edition of City Life in your mailbox 
this week. 
This quarter, City Life includes the resident survey to have 
your say on amalgamations. 
In addition to this it is still filled with important news about 
Council's initiatives and projects. In particular two of my 
recent initiatives, Fairfield's inaugural New Year's Eve 
celebrations and a wonderful project that will see a suite of 
improvements transform our libraries.
There are Easter and school holiday activities for the 
children and ideas for where to go for some fun adventures 
in Fairfield. Also, don't forget about our award winning 
Bring It On! Festival on Sunday 19 April, headlined by 
Marlisa Punzalan, 2014 X-Factor winner. It is a great day 
out for the youth of our City and I look forward to enjoying 
the day with them. 

Mayor Frank Carbone
Follow me on

facebook.com/FCC.Mayor
@fairfieldmayor 

fcarbone@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

D I
D 

YO

U KNOW?
Fairfield City 

Council LGA is 
the third largest 

in Sydney by 
population, with 

201,427 residents.

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Please contact Council on 9725 0222 on the day of the meeting to 
confirm the starting time.

24
MAR

9
APR

14
APR

28
APR

Outcomes and Services 
Committee
6:30pm

Council Meeting 
Council Chambers
7pm

Independent Development 
Assessment
6pm - Room 5

Council Meeting 
Council Chambers
7pm

Follow Fairfield City Council
www.fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

 

Fairfield City Council's Children and Family Services 
proudly delivers not-for-profit, early education and care 
services and plays a vital role in our community.

Our early education and care programs are tailored to the 
individual needs and interests of each child. Children and 
Family Services is continually improving learning environments 
to ensure children have access to high-quality indoor and 
outdoor environments. 
Recently, Janice Crosio Early Learning Centre, a 40-place 
multi-purpose centre in Bossley Park, upgraded its outdoor 
area with new decking providing children with an exciting 
open air environment for activities and meals times. The 
improved area enhances independent exploration and learning 
opportunities for children.
In addition to this, the Janice Crosio Early Learning Centre 
recently underwent a rigorous National Quality Standard 
(NQS) assessment conducted by the Australian Children's 
Education and Care Authority, achieving 'exceeding' results in 
all seven quality areas of the assessment.
The NQS sets a benchmark for children's education and care 
services across Australia. Six of Council's childcare services 
achieved 'exceeding' results, which is a reflection on the     
high-quality service provided to the community.

Parents can expect to find improved areas across a number 
of Council's childcare services. Wetherill Park Early Learning 
Centre upgraded its kitchen facilities, delivering better 
opportunities for staff to provide quality meals for children in 
care. The centre is the largest of Council's services, providing 
60 childcare places each day.
Research has shown that the first five years of life is a critical 
period for brain development and that participation in high-
quality early childhood education and care programs leads to 
positive brain development. More than 500 children throughout 
the year receive dedicated care in a tailored environment.
To enquire about vacancies and to find out more information 
about Council's early education and care services, call         
9725 0393.

'Council's child services have achieved 
'exceeding' results, which is a reflection 
on the high-quality service it provides to 
the community.'

LEADERS IN CHILDCARE 

A VITAL ROLE IN OuR COMMuNITY

The Janice Crosio Early Learning Centre in Bossley Park has upgraded its outdoor area with new decking, providing children with 
an exciting open air environment for activities and meals times.

From your 
Mayor

Council amalgamations proposed
In coming weeks, residents will receive information about 
a proposal by the State Government to amalgamate (join) 
Fairfield and Liverpool councils.
Fairfield City Council's preliminary findings suggest an 
amalgamation will not benefit residents.
It is my personal view that any plans to amalgamate 
two cities – already two of the biggest in NSW – should 
be decided by the people, not solely by politicians or 
governments.
The final decision will be made by the State Government.
Council feels it's important for residents to be aware of the 
proposal.
We want to hear your views about the City's future.
Council will use the 
community consultation 
results as part of our 
submission to the State 
Government.
More information will be 
available in the next edition 
of City Life and on the 
web, as well as through 
Customer Service, child 
learning centres and 
libraries.
I urge you to read the 
information so you can make an informed decision.
It's our City. It's our home. It's Fairfield's future.

Blessing for Dutton Lane development 
The Dutton Lane (Cabramatta) development officially 
started on Saturday 21 February with a multi-faith blessing.
The multi-lingual blessing was for site safety and 
prosperity for the community.
The blessing was attended by the Australian Chinese 
Buddhist Society, Cabramatta Baptist Church, councillors 
and local MPs.
The rainy day was considered another good sign, because 
it brings great fortune in this New Year.

Mayor Frank Carbone
Follow me on

facebook.com/FCC.Mayor
@fairfieldmayor 

fcarbone@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

D I
D 

YO

U KNOW?
Fairfield was 
rated by NSW 

Treasury as one of 
the most efficient 

metropolitan 
Councils
in Sydney 

Rain during the blessing of the Dutton Lane project was 
considered good luck.

With Confidence participated in last year's Band Comp.

BANDS WANTED FOR BRING IT ON! FESTIVAL
The call out for bands to play at the 2015 Bring It On! 
Festival closes on Monday 9 March. The band competition 
will run between 2pm and 5pm. This is the second band 
competition to be held at the Festival and is an initiative 
of our 2015 Festival Ambassadors. The competition will 
feature a variety of acts across a range of genres and 
will not have categories. A five-day recording package at 
Electric Sun Studios will go to the winners. Email biofest@
fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au for entry details.  

Enjoy a day out as part of Seniors Week.

FAIRFIELD CELEBRATES SENIORS
Seniors Week runs from 14-22 March 2015 and is the 
largest annual celebration of seniors in the southern 
hemisphere. Fairfield City Council will be celebrating 
Seniors Week on 19 March, from 10am-2pm, at Fairfield 
Forum Shopping Centre. There will be fun activities 
including dancing, hand massages and gentle zumba, 
plenty of entertainment, information stalls, free giveaways 
and a photo booth. For further information call Council on 
9725 0271.

The theme for International Women's Day is #makeithappen. 

DAWN LOOKS TO NEW ERA
International Women's Day takes place on Sunday 8 March 
with the theme #makeithappen. The Diverse Australian 
Women's Network (DAWN) at Cabramatta will hold a 
function at Cabra Vale Diggers Club from 7pm on Friday 
with guest speaker Race Discrimination Commissioner Dr 
Tim Soutphommasane. Immigrant and Refugee Women's 
Network will host Minister for Women Pru Goward and 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Victor Dominello tomorrow (5 
March) from 2pm till 4pm at Mounties, Mount Pritchard.   

NEWS IN BRIEF

Council encourages residents to get out and get healthy.

GET FIT, GET WALKING! 
Council has started rolling out purpose-built walking 
tracks across our City. The tracks will be strategically 
located throughout the City and are expected to be built 
in the future, to enable all residents to have one nearby. 
The walking tracks are specially designed. Some include 
outdoor gym equipment, information including distance 
travelled, speed per lap that is required to burn off identified 
calories, and other relevant information. The tracks are free 
and open to the public and are in existing parks. 

PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF REVISED COMPLIANCE AND 
ENFORCEMENT – BUILDING CONTROL AND LAND 
USE POLICY - NO. 066 DRAFT VERSION 2015 
Council has reviewed its Compliance and 
Enforcement Policy 2007 to reflect current industry 
practice and is seeking public comment on a revised 
Draft Version 2015. 
Council's Service Committee at its meeting held on 10 
February 2015, resolved to publicly exhibit the draft 
Complaints and Enforcement Policy for 21 days
The Draft Revised Policy is on exhibition between 
Wednesday 4 March to 25 March 2015 inclusive. Written 
comments are welcome before the close of business on 
Wednesday 25 March 2015 to Fairfield City Council, PO 
Box 21, Fairfield, NSW, 1860 or to mail@fairfieldcity.nsw.
gov.au. Please quote Reference No.qA203596. 

Questions: 
Please contact Mr Angelo Donni on 02 9725 0222. 
SUBMISSIONS: If you wish to make a submission please 
quote Council's file number.  All submissions made will be 
considered prior to a decision being made. For any further 
enquiries in relation to any of the applications, please 
call 9725 0222. Copies of all items on public exhibition 
are available on Council's website, www.fairfieldcity.
nsw.gov.au, at all libraries, and in hard copy at Council's 
Administration Centre, 86 Avoca Road, Wakeley (between 
the hours of 8.30am and 4.30pm, Monday to Friday) where 
your questions can be answered in person. Comments 
are welcomed during the period of public exhibition and 
should be forwarded in a letter, address to: Alan Young, City 
Manager, Fairfield City Council, PO Box 21 Fairfield NSW 
1860, or by sending an email to mail@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.
au.
Any submissions to Council are made publicly accessible 

under the provisions of the Government Information (Public 
Access) Act 2009. The content of your submission will not 
be confidential, however, you may request for your name 
and address to be kept private and censored from any 
publications.

NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
Proposal: Demolition of buildings and construction of 3 
x two-storey detached dwellings including subdivision to 
create three (3) lots 
Premises: 87 Railway Parade CANLEY VALE 
Lot Description: Lot: A DP: 354340 
Applicant: Makary Developments 
Application Number: 73.1 / 2015 
Consent Authority: Fairfield City Council 
On Exhibition: 5 March to 19 March 2015

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS 

Wakeley Administration Centre 86 Avoca Road, Wakeley Customer Service 9725 0222 Monday to Friday, 8.30am - 4.30pm 
Mailing Address PO Box 21, Fairfield NSW 1860 mail@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

Continue on Page 12

Cooking on a Budget 
Learn to cook delicious dishes on a budget. You will receive 
a recipe, assist with the preparation and get to taste yummy 
food. 
Workshops will run on Monday 2, 9, 16 & 23 March.
Where: Mt Pritchard Community Centre, 476 Cabramatta Rd 
Cost: Donation of $1 per workshop
Contact: 9823 7542

Writing Powerful HSC Exam Essays
This workshop will allow HSC students to expand and fine 
tune their knowledge of how to write English examination 
essays. Students will extend their understanding of the essay 
as a written form, examining its structure and language as 
appropriate to HSC English content. Refreshments provided. 
Where: Whitlam Library, Railway Parade Cabramatta  
When: Thursday 5 March, 4.30pm-6.30pm
Cost: $7 
Contact: 9725 0365

Running Your Own Super Fund Workshop
Fairfield City Libraries will hold retirement planning seminars 
run by Centrelink. This workshop will cover options for 
running your own Super Fund. 
Where: Whitlam Library, Railway Parade Cabramatta  
When: Thursday 12 March, 6pm-7.30pm
Cost: Free
Contact: 9725 0365

International Women's Day Forum
Join keynote speakers The Hon Pru Goward, MP, the Hon 
Victor Michael Domenelli MP and Marie Myssy (SBS Radio) 
for a discussion on "What  CALD Women want".
Where: Mounties Club, Meadows Road, Mt Pritchard
When: Thursday 5 March, 2pm-4pm
Contact: RSVP essential to 9726 4044.

WHAT'S ON

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Please contact Council on 9725 0222 on the day of the meeting to 
confirm the starting time.

10
MAR

24
MAR

9
APR

14
APR

Independant Development 
Assessment
6pm - Room 5

Outcomes and Services 
Committee
6:30pm

Council Meeting
Council Chambers
7pm

Outcomes and Services 
Committee
6:30pm

Theme 1 
Community 
Wellbeing

Goal 1 Sharing values and respect 
for our diversity, culture and 
heritage

Your Council 
working for 
Fairfield City

City Connect corporate pages
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Dite la vostra
sul futuro Di fairfielD City

Cos’è un’amalgamazione?
E’ quando due o più municipalità (governi 
locali) si uniscono o si fondono assieme

situazione attuale

Comparazione

economia municipale

rappresentanza locale 

Fairfield

Fairfield Liverpool Totale

Liverpool

SolidaAttuale posizione finanziaria (stima TCorp) Solida

Neutra Prospettiva finanziaria (stima TCorp) Negativa

$150 milioniTotale di spesa (2013-2014) $151 milioni

$1.7 milioniDebiti (mutui) $41 milioni

3Numero di circoscrizioni (Wards) 2

12Numero di consiglieri 10

16.785Numero di residenti per consigliere 19.535

Elezione direttaSindaco Elezione diretta

201.427 396.782Popolazione (ERP2013) 195.355    

239.900 500.000+Popolazione prevista nel 2031 288.950     

102kmq 408kmqTerritorio 306kmq

$1.7 milioni $42.7 milioniDebito previsto (mutui) $41 milioni 

Vantaggi dall’amalgamazione con la municipalità
di Liverpool City

Vantaggi dal rimanere un’entità a sé stante:

Si prega di restituire il tagliando entro venerdì 3 aprile 2015

POSTA
Ritagliare il tagliando lungo le linee tratteggiate e piegarlo come 
indicato incluso l’indirizzo di ritorno sulla destra e sigillare con 
nastro adesivo.
A MANO
Fairfield City Council Administration Building, Child Care Centres, 
Libraries, Leisure Centres

•	 Possibile	trasferimento	a	municipalità	più	grandi	di	
questioni di pianificazione da parte del governo statale

•	 Una	municipalità	più	grande	potrebbe	avere	maggiore	
influenza sui governi statale e federale

•	 Incremento	delle	opportunità	di	stanziamento	fondi

1. Sei a conoscenza della proposta presa in considerazione dal governo statale per un’amalgamazione tra le 
municipalità di Fairfield City e Liverpool City?

3. Sei preoccupato dall’impatto di un’amalgamazione tra le municipalità di Fairfield e Liverpool in una delle 
seguenti aree:

Sì

Sì

Fino a 17 anni

Maschile Femminile
Per	maggiori	informazioni	consultare	il	sito	Internet		
www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au o telefonare alla 
municipalità al 9725 0222 per servizio multilingue.

18-34 35-54 55-74 75 o più

Sì NO NON SO

Mantenimento dei servizi e infrastrutture (biblioteche, centri ricreativi, parchi, edifici)

Imposte	basse

Identità	locale

Focalizzazione sulle priorità locali

Rappresentanza locale

Investimenti	in	infrastrutture	locali	(edifici,	strade,	ponti	e	marciapiedi)

Possibilità di influenza sui governi statale e federale

Identità	locale

Focalizzazione sulle priorità locali

Rappresentanza locale

Possibilità di influenza sui governi statale e federale

Possibilità di prendere parte alle decisioni locali

Servizi e infrastrutture (biblioteche, centri ricreativi, parchi, edifici)

Investimenti	in	infrastrutture	locali	(edifici,	strade,	ponti	e	marciapiedi)

Imposte

No

No

2.	 Quali	dei	seguenti	punti	sono	importanti	per	te	come	residente	di	Fairfield	City?	(Indica	quanti	necessari)

4. Sei favorevole a che Fairfield City rimanga un’entità a sé stante e non si amalgami con la municipalità di Liverpool?

6. Che lingua parli in casa?

7.	 In	che	sobborgo	risiedi?

8. A che gruppo d’età appartieni?

9. Sesso?

5. Le ragioni della tua 
risposta?

•	 Imposte	municipali	più	basse	per	residenti	e	imprese
•	 Decisioni	sulla	fornitura	di	servizi	riflettenti	le	priorità	

locali
•	 Mantenimento	dell’attuale	rappresentanza	locale
•	 Mantenimento	dell’attuale	identità	locale
•	 Focalizzazione	sulle	priorità	locali	piuttosto	che	sulle	aree	

in via di sviluppo di Liverpool
•	 Mantenimento	della	focalizzazione	sui	centri	suburbani	

di Fairfield con il sostegno a Liverpool e Parramatta quali 
città regionali

•	 Nessun	costo	di	transizione

$1.352 ignotoTasse municipali medie per i residenti e 
imposte annuali ($300K)

$1.618

$2.571 ignotoTasse municipali medie per le imprese 
e imposte annuali ($500K)

$2.893

$1.352Tasse municipali medie per i residenti e imposte annuali ($300K) $1.618

$2.571Tasse municipali medie per le imprese e imposte annuali ($500K) $2.893

CoMParaZioNe tra le Due MuNiCiPalita’

aMalGaMaZioNe o restare Da soli?il futuro Di fairfielD City
soNDaGGio Per i resiDeNti Di fairfielD

appello a tutti i residenti di fairfield City
Si tratta della più significativa riforma nella storia dei 
governi locali del New South Wales.
Il	governo	statale	ha	chiesto	alla	municipalità	di	Fairfield	
City di esprimere la propria opinione sull’opzione di 
amalgamare le municipalità di Fairfield e Liverpool. 
Questo creerebbe un’unica municipalità con una 
popolazione futura stimata in oltre 500.000 persone.

E’ importante per la municipalità informare la propria comunità sulle opzioni di 
rimanere un’entità a sé stante oppure amalgamarsi. Fornire queste informazioni 
significa permettere ai residenti di prendere decisioni motivate, per questo vogliamo 
ascoltare il vostro punto di vista.
La municipalità di Fairfield City è attualmente una delle più efficienti, così come 
stabilito da NSW Treasury Corporation (TCorp). Opinione della municipalità è che 
non si proceda con l’amalgamazione a meno che vengano identificati precisi benefici 
per i residenti di Fairfield. Anche se la decisione finale spetta al governo statale, la 
municipalità intende sostenere i propri interessi e quelli dei suoi residenti.
Se siete residenti di Fairfield City, vi preghiamo di compilare il tagliando a piè pagina 
e restituirlo, senza spese postali, a Fairfield City Council oppure compilarlo in rete 
all’indirizzo	Internet	www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au	entro	venerdì	3	aprile	2015.

Frank Carbone

fcarbone@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au
Sindaco di Fairfield City

Per	maggiori	informazioni	consultare	il	sito	Internet		www.ourfairfieldcity.
com.au o telefonare alla municipalità al 9725 0222 per servizio multilingue.

Fairfield 370x262 cmyk 15-03-16.indd   1 12/03/2015   3:39:41 PM
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發表您的意見
以用作FAIRFIELD市未來的發展規劃

致Fairfield市所有市民
這是新南威爾士州地方政府史上一次最重要的改革。

州政府已要求Fairfield與Liverpool市政府為兩
市合併方案作出評論。這合併方案可以創造一
個在未來預計超過50萬人口的城市。

市政府要向廣大市民提供兩個選項, 合併還是保持獨立的重要信息。
這信息可以幫助市民作出明智的決定。我們需要聽取您的意見。

現時的Fairfield市政府，被新南威爾士州庫務公司NSW    Treasury 
Corporation (TCorp) 評為最有效率的市政府之一。市政府認為除
非找到對Fairfield市市民有明確利益的方案，否則不應落實這合併
計劃。雖然，最終決定權歸於州政府，市政府將盡力為我們的市民
和城市爭取最大權益。

如果閣下是Fairfield市市民，請填寫以下問卷調查，並於2015
年4月3日（星期五）或之前免費郵寄至Fairfield市政府或可登入
www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au網站上填寫。

如欲了解更詳細信息, 可瀏覽www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au網站或
致電市政府專線（02）9725 0222翻譯協助。

FAIRFIELD市的未來發展
Fairfield市市民問卷調查
1.  您是否知道州政府正在考慮有關Fairfield與Liverpool市政府合併的議案？

2.  作為Fairfield市市民，您認為以下哪些事項對您是最重要？（可選多項）

市政府財務狀況 Fairfield市

Fairfield市

Liverpool市

Liverpool市 合計總數

維持各項服務和設施（圖書館、休閑中心、公園、建築物）

本區身份

低市政費/費用

本區代表性
關注本區優先事項

本區身份

關注本區優先事項

現時財務狀況（Tcorp Assessment）

人口數目（ERP 2013）

財務展望（Tcorp Assessment）

2031年人口預測

總支出（2013 – 2014）

土地面積

平均房屋稅項和年費（$30萬元）

平均房屋稅和年費（$30萬）

平均商業稅項和年費（$50萬元）

平均商業稅和年費（$50萬）

市政府債務估計（貸款）

債務（貸款）

良好 良好

201,427 396,782195,355

中

239,900 500,000+

下

288,950

$1.50億

102平方千米 408平方千米

$1.51億

306平方千米

$1,352

$1,352 未知

$1,618

$1,618

$2,571  

$2,571  未知  

$2,893  

$2,893  

$170萬

$170萬 $4,270萬

$ 4,100萬

$4,100萬

3 2

12 10

16,785 19,535

市民競選 市民競選

地區代表數據

轄下分區數目

市議員人數

市長

每位市議員代表市民人數

本區代表性

對州政府和聯邦政府的影響力
參與本地事項決策的能力
維持各項服務和設施（圖書館、休閑中心、公園、建築物）

投資本區基礎建設（建築物、道路、橋樑和行人道）

各項收費

投資本區基礎建設（建築物、道路、橋樑和行人道）

對州政府和聯邦政府的影響力

3.  您會關注Fairfield與Liverpool市政府合併以後, 對以下哪些項目產生的衝擊嗎?

4.  您是否支持Fairfield市政府維持獨立，否決與Liverpool市政府合併？

如欲了解更詳細信息, 可瀏覽 www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au
網站或致電市政府專線（02）9725 0222 翻譯協助。

6. 您在家中使用哪種語言？

8. 您屬於以下哪個年齡層？

9. 性別？

7. 您在哪個地區居住?

5. 為何如此選擇？

是

是

是

男性

17歲及以下 18-34歲 35-54歲 55-74歲 75歲及以上

否

否

否

女性

不確定

什麼是合併？
當兩個或以上的市政府結合或
合併在一起。

兩市政府的對比

合併還是獨立？

與Liverpool市政府合併的優點

現狀

其它對比

‧ 州政府可將部分責任如規劃事宜等, 轉移至較大

的市政府

‧ 擴大的市政府可對州政府和聯邦政府有較大的影

響力

‧ 增加撥款機會

‧ 降低房屋和商業市政費

‧ 提供服務的反映本區優先次序

‧ 本區代表維持現狀

‧ 本區身份維持現狀

‧ 以本地發展為優先考慮而不是以Liverpool市發展

中地區為主

‧ 集中發展Fairfield市鎮中心，並同時為 Liverpool

和Parramatta區域城市提供支持.

‧ 沒轉架費用

Fairfield市政府維持獨立的優點

請於2015年4月3日（星期五）或之前交回問卷調查。

No stamp required
if posted in Australia

Have Your Say Survey
Fairfi eld City Council
Reply Paid 21
FAIRFIELD NSW 1860

郵寄方式

請沿虛線剪下問卷調查並按箭頭指示位折疊，包括右邊的免郵費回郵地址一併以

膠水貼好。

或交至以下收集地點

Fairfield 市政府行政大樓（Fairfield City Council Administration Building）、托兒中心

（ Child Care Centres）、圖書館（ Libraries）和休閑中心（Leisure Centres）

Frank Carbone
Mayor of Fairfi eld City
fcarbone@fairfi eldcity.nsw.gov.au
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Keâu Goïi Taát Caû Cö Daân Thaønh Phoá Fairfield
Ñaây laø moät cuoäc caûi caùch quan troïng nhaát trong 
lòch söû Chính quyeàn Ñòa phöông taïi New South 
Wales.
Chính quyeàn Tieåu bang ñaõ yeâu caàu Hoäi ñoàng 
Thaønh phoá Fairfield ñaùnh giaù ñoái vôùi vieäc saùp 
nhaäp Hoäi ñoàng Thaønh phoá Fairfield vaø Liverpool.
Thay ñoåi naøy seõ taïo ra moät thaønh phoá vôùi daân soá 
öôùc tính trong töông lai ñeán hôn 500,000 ngöôøi.

Do ñoù raát quan troïng ñeå Hoäi ñoàng cung caáp thoâng tin cho coäng ñoàng veà vieäc 
ñöùng rieâng reõ hoaëc saùp nhaäp. Cung caáp thoâng tin naøy nhaèm ñeå cö daân bieát 
roõ maø ñöa ra quyeát ñònh vaø Hoäi ñoàng muoán bieát yù ñònh cuûa cö daân. 
Hoäi ñoàng thaønh phoá Fairfield hieän laø moät trong nhöõng hoäi ñoàng höõu hieäu nhaát 
theo ñaùnh giaù cuûa Cô quan Phoái hôïp Ngaân khoá NSW (TCorp). Hoäi ñoàng vôùi 
quan ñieåm raèng khoâng neân hôïp nhaát tröø khi xaùc ñònh roõ raøng coù lôïi ích cho 
cö daân Fairfield. Maëc duø Chính quyeàn Tieåu bang seõ ñöa ra quyeát ñònh cuoái 
cuøng, Hoäi ñoàng seõ uûng hoä cho nhöõng lôïi ích toát nhaát cuûa ngöôøi daân vaø thaønh 
phoá chuùng ta. 
Neáu baïn laø moät cö daân cuûa thaønh phoá Fairfield, xin vui loøng tham gia cuoäc 
thaêm doø döôùi ñaây vaø göûi laïi cho Hoäi ñoàng Thaønh phoá Fairfield mieãn phí qua 
ñöôøng böu ñieän hoaëc hoaøn thaønh cuoäc thaêm doø qua tröïc tuyeán taïi website 
www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au tröôùc thöù Saùu 3 thaùng 4 naêm 2015.

Chi tieát, xin vaøo website www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au hoaëc goïi 
ñeán Hoäi ñoàng vaøo soá 9725 0222 ñeå nhaän söï hoã trôï ngoân ngöõ.

Hôïp nhaát (amalgamation) laø gì?
Ñoù laø khi hai hoaëc nhieàu Hoäi ñoàng 
thaønh phoá saùt nhaäp vôùi nhau.

SO SAÙNH GIÖÕA HAI HÌNH THÖÙC HOÄI ÑOÀNG
Tình hình hieän taïi

Hieän tình taøi chính cuûa Hoäi ñoàng 
Tình hình hieän taïi (Nghieân cöùu cuûa Tcorp)  
Quan ñieåm taøi chính (Nghieân cöùu cuûa Tcorp) 

Toång chi tieâu (2013-2014) 

Thueá Dòch vuï khu daân cö & Phí haøng naêm 
Thueá Dòch vuï khu thöông maïi & phí haøng naêm ($500K) 

Ñaïi bieåu ñòa phöông

Nôï (tieàn vay)

Soá ñôn vò baàu cöû

Soá Nghò Vieân 

Soá ngöôøi daân treân moãi nghò vieân

Thò tröôûng 

Chuùng ta so saùnh nhö theá naøo

Daân soá (ERP 2013)

Döï baùo daân soá 2013 

Dieän tích 

Thueá khu daân cö trung bình & phí haøng 
naêm ($300K)  

Thueá khu kinh doanh trung bình & phí 
haøng naêm ($500K)  

Döï kieán Hoäi ñoàng nôï (vay) 

SAÙP NHAÄP HOAËC ÑÖÙNG RIEÂNG REÕ?

Öu ñieåm: - Khi saùp nhaäp vôùi Hoäi ñoàng Thaønh 
phoá Liverpool 

Chính quyeàn Tieåu bang coù theå chuyeån giao traùch nhieäm 
veà caùc vaán ñeà laäp keá hoaïch khi Hoäi ñoàng lôùn hôn

Moät Hoäi ñoàng lôùn hôn coù theå coù aûnh höôûng nhieàu hôn 
treân Chính quyeàn Tieåu bang vaø Lieân bang

Taêng cô hoäi taøi trôï

°

°

°

Öu ñieåm: - Khi Hoäi ñoàng Thaønh phoá Fairfield 
ñöùng rieâng reõ

Tyû leä daân cö vaø kinh doanh thaáp

Quyeát ñònh veà vieäc cung caáp dòch vuï döïa treân yeâu caàu 
taïi ñòa phöông

Ñaïi dieän ñòa phöông hieän taïi ñöôïc duy trì

Duy trì baûn saéc hieän taïi cuûa ñòa phöông 

Taäp trung vaøo öu tieân cho khu vöïc thaønh thò cuûa Fair-
field trong khi hoã trôï cho khu vöïc ñang phaùt trieån cuûa 
Liverpool vaø Parramatta 

Khoâng coù chi phí chuyeån giao

°

°

°

°

°

°

TÖÔNG LAI CUÛA THAØNH PHOÁ FAIRFIELD 
CUOÄC THAÊM DOØ CÖ DAÂN FAIRFRIELD 

Baïn coù bieát ñeà nghò veà vieäc saùp nhaäp 2 Hoäi ñoàng Thaønh phoá Fairfield vaø Liverpool ñöôïc nhaän ñònh bôûi Chính 
quyeàn Tieåu bang ?

Laø moät cö daân cuûa thaønh phoá Fairfield, tieâu chí naøo sau ñaây quan troïng vôùi baïn? (Ñaùnh daáu vaøo nhöõng tieâu chí baïn muoán)
Duy trì caùc dòch vuï vaø cô sôû vaät chaát (thö vieän, trung taâm giaûi trí, coâng vieân, toøa nhaø)

Chi phí thaáp

Baûn saéc ñòa phöông

Taäp trung vaø öu tieân cho ñòa phöông

Ñaïi bieåu ñòa phöông

Ñaàu tö vaøo cô sôû haï taàng ñòa phöông (nhaø cöûa, ñöôøng xaù, caàu coáng vaø ñöôøng ñi boä)

Naêng löïc aûnh höôûng ñeán caùc chính quyeàn tieåu bang vaø lieân bang

Baïn coù quan taâm veà taùc ñoäng cuûa söï saùp nhaäp giöõa Hoäi ñoàng thaønh phoá Fairfield vaø Liverpool döïa treân baát kyø 
caùc lónh vöïc naøo sau ñaây?

Baûn saéc ñòa phöông

Taäp trung vaø öu tieân cho ñòa phöông
Ñaïi bieåu ñòa phöông

Naêng löïc aûnh höôûng ñeán caùc chính quyeàn tieåu bang vaø lieân bang

Naêng löïc tham gia vaøo caùc quyeát ñònh taïi ñòa phöông

Caùc dòch vuï vaø cô sôû vaät chaát (thö vieän, trung taâm giaûi trí, coâng vieân, toøa nhaø)

Ñaàu tö vaøo cô sôû haï taàng ñòa phöông (nhaø cöûa, ñöôøng xaù, caàu coáng vaø ñöôøng ñi boä)

Chi phí

Baïn coù hoã trôï thaønh phoá Fairfield töï laäp vaø khoâng saùp nhaäp vôùi Hoäi ñoàng Liverpool?

Taïi sao?

Ngoân ngöõ chính baïn noùi ôû nhaø?

Khu vöïc baïn sinh soáng?

Baïn naèm trong nhoùm tuoåi naøo?

Giôùi tính?
Nam Nöõ

Coù Khoâng

Coù Khoâng

Khaû quan Khaû quan 

Trung laäp Tieâu cöïc

Do daân baàu Do daân baàu

trieäu trieäutrieäu

khoâng bieát

khoâng bieát

Ñeå bieát theâm chi tieát, vui loøng truy caäp maïng www.ourfairfieldcity.com.au hoaëc 
goïi ñeán Hoäi ñoàng qua soá ñieän thoaïi 9725 0222 ñeå nhaän söï hoã trôï veà ngoân ngöõ.

3
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tr
a
InformativoSemana del 25 de Marzo de 2015 Nacional

Ethnic media
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Social media screenshots



FAIRFIELD CITY COUNCIL  CHAPTER 4 - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT - 394



FAIRFIELD CITY COUNCIL  CHAPTER 4 - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT - 395

Website screenshots



FIT FOR THE FUTURE  
Community Consultation Plan  
 

APPENDIX 9 
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APPENDIX 9: COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PLAN

24 February 2015 

Purpose and Background

The journey towards stronger, more sustainable Local Government began in late 2011 when councils throughout 
NSW came together for Destination 2036 to discuss their long-term future. Since then, representatives of the 
local government sector, including LGNSW and LG Professionals have been working through the Action Plan 
tasks, the Independent Local Government Review Panel and the Local Government Acts Taskforce. 

In March 2012 the Minister for Local Government, the Hon Don Page MP, appointed the Independent Local 
Government Review Panel following a request from Local Government NSW. The Panel, led by Professor  
Graham Sansom, looked at options for local government structures, governance models and boundary changes. 
On 10 September 2014, the NSW Premier Mike Baird and Minister for Local Government Paul Toole announced 
the NSW Government response to the Independent Local Government Review Panel and the Local Government 
Acts Taskforce reports, a response it has called ‘Fit for the Future’.

Fit for the Future

The first step in the FFF Plan, outlined by the NSW Government, is to submit a proposal demonstrating how 
Council will be Fit for the Future in relation to financial management, service delivery and scale of operations. 
The FFF self-assessment tool, templates and guidelines were released on Friday 31 October 2014. Council must 
submit a FFF proposal by 30 June 2015. 

The Independent Review Panel’s recommendations for scale and capacity for Fairfield City is a merger  
between Fairfield and Liverpool Councils.

Fit for the Future - Findings

Fairfield City Council’s current resolved position is that it does not support forced amalgamations, which 
Council reported in its submission to the Independent Panel Final Report. However, Council officers are 
obliged under the FFF Plan to investigate options to enable Council to make an informed decision. To  
determine a way forward Fairfield City Council undertook a preliminary assessment, taking into account a 
broader range of options, assessing the Social, Economic, Environmental and Governance (quadruple bottom 
line) impacts on Fairfield residents.

Under the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework, Local Government provides the leadership and 
advocacy for the local area. While Council listens to the views of its residents, it is also important that Council 
provides information and advice to the community on the advantages and disadvantages of a proposed  
amalgamation.  It is not Council’s intention to unduly influence residents but to provide a balanced account of 
the impacts and benefits.
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The community consultation will present a summary of the key findings so that residents can take an informed 
position. The level of information given to residents will depend on the survey type – but will include direct 
comparison information and a summary of the advantages and disadvantages as outlined below.  

Potential Advantages:

•	 Subject to a transfer of responsibilities by the State Government, a larger more powerful council may have 
greater coordination of larger planning matters and potentially greater imputes to make changes.

•	 Increased ability to influence the State and Federal Governments.

•	 Increased funding under the FFF Plan

•	 Amalgamation would allow for a stronger position on catchment management.

Potential Disadvantages:

•	 Increased residential and business rates.

•	 Reduced local representation and local identity.

•	 Increased Gaming Machines in Fairfield City and a loss of ClubGrants funding. 

•	 Section 94A funding could be redirected to support the infrastructure needs of Liverpool’s urban growth 
centre and regional city.

•	 Competing Priorities: Fairfield industrial lands and town centres may be neglected as the focus is on  
Liverpool CBD and urban growth areas.

•	 The evidence does not support the Panel’s basis for amalgamation - that Fairfield and Liverpool local  
government areas have economic and social similarities. 

•	 Fairfield City Council’s financial outlook means that it meets the FFF criteria and that an amalgamation of the 
two councils does not strengthen this financial position.

•	 Both Fairfield and Liverpool Councils are currently larger (population and size) than other recommended 
standalone councils such as Bankstown and Camden and demonstrates the scale and capacity required 
under FFF.

In summary, based on the comparisons, it is unlikely that an amalgamation would benefit Fairfield residents as 
resources are likely to be redirected away from Fairfield City to support Liverpool’s urban growth areas and 
regional city. There would be a loss of local representation and the Fairfield and Liverpool communities do not 
have similar communities of interest. 

Council’s FFF Submission

A final decision on the FFF proposal will be considered by Council once analysis and community consultation 
is undertaken. A report will come back to Council to confirm Council’s position for FFF submission to the NSW 
Government by 30 June 2015.
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To provide the 
public with  

balanced and  
objective  

information to 
assist them in  
understanding  
the problem, 

alternatives, or 
solutions.

To obtain public 
feedback on  

analysis,  
alternatives 

and/or decisions.

To work directly 
with the public 
throughout the 

process to ensure 
that public and 

private concerns 
are consistently 
understood and 

considered.

To partner with 
the public in each 

aspect of the 
decision including 
the development 

of alternatives and 
the identification 

of preferred  
solutions.

To place  
decision-making  
in the hands of  

the public.

Public Participation (IAP2) Spectrum of Participation

Links to Council’s Policy

In accordance with Council’s Community Consultation and Engagement Policy 0-028 it is recommended that 
Council undertakes community consultation prior to making a final decision on the State Government’s FFF 
proposal. 

Fairfield City Council is committed to effective and appropriate community engagement, ensuring that  
together we shape the future of Fairfield City. Council values its work with the community, organisations and 
businesses to deliver outcomes, through listening and responding to community concerns and aspirations.

The Objective

The overall objective of the Community Consultation Plan is to obtain informed opinions from stakeholders 
on the potential impact of the FFF program in the Fairfield LGA. Under the Integrated Planning and Reporting 
Framework, Local Government provides the leadership and advocacy for the local area. While Council listens 
to the views of its residents, it is also important that Council provides information and advice to the  
community on the advantages and disadvantages of a proposed amalgamation.  It is not Council’s intention  
to unduly influence residents but to provide a balanced account of the impacts and benefits.

The consultation plan aims to:

•	 Inform the community on the advantages and disadvantages of an amalgamation so that they can make an 
informed decision.

•	 Undertake consultations with residents and business to seek their view on an amalgamation with Liverpool.

•	 Inform Council’s FFF submission.

Levels of Participation

There are degrees of participation ranging from a high degree of participation through to a low degree as  
described below in the International Association for Public Participation (IAP2) - Spectrum of Participation. 
The Community Consultation Plan aims to achieve the ‘Collaborate’ level demonstrating that we are  
partnering with the public in each aspect of the decision. RM

	 INFORM	 CONSULT	 INVOLVE	 COLLABORATE	 EMPOWER



FAIRFIELD CITY COUNCIL  CHAPTER 4 - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT - 400

Target Audience

•	 Residents throughout the LGA including special communication tools, migrant, ethnic groups etc.

•	 Businesses – Place Management Team to be utilised through their databases and face-to-face contact.

Ensuring We Reach the Hard to Reach Groups

The Community Consultation Plan will engage with hard to reach groups through Council’s Advisory  
Committees to ensure that all those affected have the opportunity to be heard. These include:

•	 Young people.

•	 Older people.

•	 Migrants and refugees.

•	 People from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

•	 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

•	 People with a disability.

Methods of Engagement

Fairfield City Council will adopt a range of engagement methods to ensure that the Fairfield Community are 
heard. Information will be provided to residents so that they can make an informed decision. The level and 
degree of information will depend on the survey type. Information provided will include direct comparison 
information as well as outlining the advantages and disadvantages identified in the preliminary assessment. 
The survey will be undertaken as follows:

•	 Telephone survey – 600 residents – providing a 95% confidence level.

•	 Online and paper-based survey. 

•	 Council’s Advisory Committees. 

A range of engagement methods will be used, such as:

•	 Council’s website (dedicated page for the survey information). 

•	 City Life – March 2015 edition (four-page flyer with tear-off section for survey return).

•	 Telephone survey - 600 respondents, 95% confidence level.

•	 Online survey (ourfairfieldcity.com.au - linked from FCC website).

•	 Paper-based surveys – libraries, leisure centres etc.

•	 Focus groups with advisory committees and local networks.

•	 Media releases (local newspapers, radio, community language media, ethnic radio).

•	 Newsletters - resident, town centre newsletter, chamber of commerce. 
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•	 Local newspapers/Mayor’s column. 

•	 Social media/web.

•	 FirstCall. 

•	 All staff email.

Timeframe

March 15, 2015: 		  City Life – FFF update 

March 16, 2015: 		  Community Consultations commence

April/May 2015:  	 Briefing/Council report – survey finding/FFF Criteria reports

May/June 2015: 		  Briefing and Council report  
			   – Adoption FFF proposal and Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP)

June 2015: 		  FFF proposal submitted to the State Government

			   Note: LTFP – briefing will also occur 

Evaluation and Monitoring

The following measures will enable the evaluation of the Community Consultation Plan against the set  
objective:

•	 Engagement of target groups through survey responses.

•	 Editorial coverage across both papers throughout the community consultation phase.

•	 Engagement of target groups through social media, that is, increase in the number of likes, views and shares.

•	 Regular project updates and engagement through traditional and digital media. 

•	 Improved brand perception of Fairfield City Council – as a proactive community ambassador.
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1.	 Are you aware of the recommendation being considered by the State Government 		
	 about an amalgamation of Fairfield City Council and Liverpool City Council?      
		  Yes	 No	

2.	 Which of the following do you feel are important for Fairfield City?  
	 (You can choose more than one) 
		  Maintain services and facilities (libraries, leisure centres, parks, buildings)

		  Low rates

		  Local identity 

		  Focus on local priorities

		  Local representation

		  Investments in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges and footpaths)

		  Ability to influence the State and Federal Governments

3.	 Are you concerned about the impacts of an amalgamation between Fairfield and  
	 Liverpool in any of the following areas? 		

	 Local identity

	 Focus on local priorities

	 Local representation

	 Ability to influence the State and Federal Governments

	 Ability to participate in local decisions

	 Services and facilities (libraries, leisure centres, parks, buildings)

	 Investments in local infrastructure (buildings, roads, bridges  
	 and footpaths)

	 Rates

4.	 Do you support Fairfield City standing alone and not amalgamating with Liverpool Council?

		  Yes	 No

5. Why do you say that? 

6.	 What language do you speak at home? 

7.	 In which suburb do you live?  

8.	 What is your age group?   

		  17 and under		  18 – 34	 35 – 54	 55 - 74	 75 years and over

9.	 Gender?   
		  Male	 Female  D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 Q

ue
st

io
ns

	 YES	 NO	 UNSURE

The Survey - Questions

Information will be provided along with the survey to ensure residents can make an informed decision. 
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Community Consultation Plan - 2015 Actions 

ACTIVITY	 TIMEFRAME 2015

Media, media releases, newsletters and social media 
Methods of engagement will be utilised concurrently in line with the  
Community Consultation Plan.	

Council’s website and Mayor’s column 
Develop a page with further information on the State Government’s plan for 
Fairfield City Council and FFF program (potential advantages and disadvantages 
for merger) and include the Mayor’s column concurrently.	

Online survey (ourfairfieldcity.com.au) 
Develop the online survey and activate with language aid (Google translate)  
for residents and businesses to complete.

The online survey will be distributed to all staff via the bulletin email.	

City Life including the survey (60,100 letterbox drops) 
Develop four pages dedicated for the State Government’s plan for Fairfield 
City Council FFF program (potential advantages and disadvantages for merger) 
including the survey with a tear off section and reply paid fold to return to 
Council.	

Printed survey in a leaflet (information flyer) 
Develop, print and distribute an 8 page, A5 information flyer including the 
survey with a tear off section and a drop box within Council sites for return 
surveys.

Printed surveys will be distributed and available at:

•	 Customer service (administration building).

•	 Leisure Centres (three locations).

•	 Libraries (five locations).

•	 Children’s services (all locations).

•	 Museum & Gallery. 	

FirstCall  
Promote the Community Consultation survey and relevant information on 
FirstCall for staff accessibility.	

Focus groups (advisory committees and local networks) businesses 
Develop and conduct focus groups with relevant advisory committees and 
local networks to ensure Council reaches the hard-to-reach groups. Place  
Management and Economic Development Team will assist in reaching  
businesses.	

March 12-April 3

March 13 
(activated)

March 13-April 3 
(active)

March 15  
(distributed)

March 15  
(distributed)

March 16

March 16-April 3
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ACTIVITY	 TIMEFRAME 2015

City Connect - Fairfield City Champion (local newspaper)  
Develop two pages with further information on the State Government’s  
plan for Fairfield City Council and FFF program (potential advantages and  
disadvantages for merger) and include the Mayor’s column concurrently.	

The Advance (local newspaper) 
Develop two pages with further information on the State Government’s  
plan for Fairfield City Council and FFF program (potential advantages and  
disadvantages for merger) and include the Mayor’s column concurrently.  
Include an insert at the front-bottom page promoting the survey.	

Telephone surveys 
The breakdown of the 600 telephone surveys (95% confidence level) to be 
conducted in the stated language: English 395, Vietnamese 100, Arabic 40, Can-
tonese 30, Khmer 20 and Mandarin 15.	

March 18 
(distributed)

March 18 
(distributed) 

March 18 -27 
(completed in 2 weeks)


