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Introduction
Community opinion is a core consideration in Council’s 
decision making process. We have undertaken several 
community engagement activities to ensure the 
community is aware of the proposals and that they are 
provided with the necessary information to make an 
informed decision on Council’s options in relation to the 
Fit for the Future Reform Program.

This comprehensive dialogue has confirmed that our 
community remains adamantly opposed to any proposal 
to merge our Council. The people of the City of Botany Bay 
have spoken, they want a Council that is local, efficient 
and financially responsible.  In short, our residents and 
ratepayers have come to the same conclusion as Council 
itself: the City of Botany Bay is Fit for the Future.
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What our residents say
The City of Botany Bay is committed to maintaining 
an open dialogue with its residents on all issues 
including merger options.

Since 2013, Council has conducted three surveys of local 
residents concerning the issue of amalgamation; the 
Independent Local Government Review Panel Report and 
the Fit for the Future process.

June 2013 

Council conducted a voluntary survey of 17,000 
households asking for their views on whether: 

•	 The City of Botany Bay should remain independent or

•	 The City of Botany Bay should amalgamate with the 
City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra. 

An overwhelming 96%  of residents who responded said 
they wanted our City to remain independent. 

The comments made during the survey process explained 
why local residents remain opposed to amalgamation. A 
small sample of these comments is provided here:

“Botany council should not be amalgamated as we are 
satisfied with our local team and their results,”  - Louise

“Botany has always done right by residents and we want 
to keep it that way,”  - Francis from Botany

“Botany Council for Botany, residents and local issues.  
Amalgamations only cause residents to become just a 
number with no say in local issues,”  - Tessie

“Don’t spoil our good Council,”  - Shirley from Hillsdale

“No complaints with Botany Council … Don’t try to fix what 
isn’t broken,”  - Mark from Botany

“This council provides excellent service – I would not like 
to see it change,”  - anonymous

286 responses indicated support for the plan to merge. 

Community Days

The Mayor and Councillors discussed amalgamation 
proposals with residents and stakeholders at local 
Community Days held throughout 2013.

In 2013 Council held six community days:

•	 Mascot Park (now Lionel Bowen Park), Mascot; 

•	 Garnet Jackson Park, Botany; 

•	 Eastlakes Reserve, Eastlakes; 

•	 Grace Campbell Reserve, Hillsdale; 

•	 L’ Estrange Park, Mascot and 

•	 Rowland Park, Daceyville. 

At each event residents’ expressed their concerns about 
the proposed amalgamations. Residents indicated they 
were strongly opposed to Botany Bay joining the proposed 
“Global Sydney” model.

July/August 2014 

A telephone and online community satisfaction survey 
was conducted in July/August 2014 to provide Council 
with a representative and random picture of how 
residents perceive the City of Botany Bay.  A total of 815 
residents responded.  The majority of respondents said 
the services we provide are very important and that they 
were generally satisfied with Council’s performance.  
All services identified in the survey showed a ‘high 
satisfaction, high importance’ outcome.  Some 63% of 
respondents identified strongly with our local government 
area and the local community.
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February 2015 – Hands Off Botany Campaign 

Council conducted a second survey seeking residents’ 
support in the form of a petition. The petition was 
delivered to all households in the City of Botany Bay. The 
purpose of the petition was to let the Minister for Local 
Government know our communityis opposed to a merger. 
To date, 1,389 residents   have added their names to the 
petition declaring: 

Dear Minister,

I am against the amalgamation of the City of 

Botany Bay with any other local government 

area. 

I believe that Botany Bay should remain 

an independent Council, supported by the 

State Government to deliver the services and 

infrastructure the Botany Bay community 

needs today and into the future.

Community event - Chinese New Year Noodle 
Markets

On 21 February 2015, the City of Botany Bay hosted 
an information stand at the Chinese New Year Noodle 
Markets in Daceyville where residents again expressed 
their concern about the NSW Government’s proposal to 
amalgamate the City of Botany Bay.  

May 2015 

In order to satisfy the NSW Government’s requirements in 
June 2015 Council undertook a random telephone survey 
of approximately 500 local residents. The survey asked 
residents to nominate two preferences from the options 
presented, namely: 

•	 Remain independent; 

•	 Merge with Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra; 

•	 Merge with Randwick, Sydney, Waverley and Woollahra; 

•	 Merge with Sydney only; or 

•	 Merge with Rockdale and Marrickville. 

The survey found an impressive 85% of local residents 
were satisfied with the City of Botany Bay and its services 
and 77% believed that the City of Botany Bay should 
remain independent. Residents cited their satisfaction 
with Council services, Council’s strong financial 
management and local democracy as their reasons for 
supporting the City of Botany Bay to remain independent. 

When required to choose a preferred merger model 36% 
of respondents nominated a merger with Randwick, 
Waverley and Woollahra as their choice. This model had 
the largest number of supporters in comparison to other 
merger options. The second most preferred merger model 
with 23% of respondents supporting was to merge with 
the City of Sydney. The NSW Government’s preferred 
“Global Sydney” was by far the least popular model with 
only 8% respondents preferring this option. The most 
obvious outcomes from this survey were that no single 
merger option had community support and the vast 
majority of local residents strongly support the City of 
Botany Bay remaining independent.

Community Event- Eastlakes Multicultural Fair

On 13 June 2015, the City of Botany Bay held an 
information booth at its annual Multicultural Fair in 
Eastlakes again seeking feedback from residents.  More 
than 1000 residents signed a petition show their support 
for the City of Botany Bay to remain independent.
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Media
Council utilises a variety of media to communicate with 
local residents and stakeholders on a number of issues 
of community interest. The Mayor runs a Facebook page 
through which he is able to interact with residents, uses 
the traditional medium of Mayoral Minutes at monthly 
Council meetings, media releases and columns in the 
local paper Southern Courier.  

The City of Botany Bay’s website features a dedicated 
section titled Hands off Botany Bay providing information 
and documentation regarding Fit for the Future and 
council’s position. 

Facebook

Since 2013 Mayor Keneally has used a Facebook page as a 
way of interacting directly with local residents. The Mayor 
has discussed Fit for the Future on a number of occasions 
including 10 September 2014, 11 September 2014, 16 
September 2014, 24 September 2014, 3 February 2015, 
5 February 2015, 23 February 2015, 9 March 2015 and 24 
March 2015. Samples of Facebook posts by the Mayor and 
responses received from residents have been included in 
this appendix. 

Mayoral Columns 

The Mayoral Column is published in the local paper 
Southern Courier every Tuesday. The Mayoral Column 
provides important information to the local community 
regarding Council facilities, events and services and other 
items of community interest. The Mayor has published a 
number of Mayoral Columns regarding Fit for the Future 
and the City of Botany Bay’s response. Mayoral Columns 
concerning this matter include  6 April 2013, 14 May 2013, 
28 May 2013, 4 June 2013, 18 June 2013, 16 July 2013, 21 
January 2014, 16 September 2014, 3 February 2015 and 
26 May 2015. Copies of these Mayoral Columns have been 
included in this appendix. 

Mayoral Minutes

Mayoral Minutes provide the Mayor with an important 
forum to propose Council policy, advocate Council’s 
position, stimulate discussion among the councillors 
and raise issues of community interest. The Mayor has 
provided information regarding the NSW Government’s Fit 
for the Future reform program. Relevant Mayoral Minutes 
include: Mayoral Minute No. 10 of 2012; Mayoral Minute No. 
11 of 2012; Mayoral Minute No. 2 of 2013; Mayoral Minute 
No. 3 of 2013; Mayoral Minute No. 5 of 2013; Mayoral 
Minute No. 8 of 2013; Extraordinary Mayoral Minute 

(September) 2013; Mayoral Minute No. 1 of 2014; Mayoral 
Minute No. 7 of 2014; Mayoral Minute No. 9 of 2014; Mayoral 
Minute No. 1 of 2015 and Mayoral Minute No. 3 of 2015. The 
full text of all of these Mayoral Minutes has been included 
in this appendix.

Media Releases

Mayor Keneally has kept the community informed about 
Fir for the Future through state and local media.

Using media releases the Mayor has drawn attention 
to inconsistencies in the government’s policies, 
discussed specific merger proposals raised by the NSW 
Government and third parties and criticised the NSW 
Government’s obfuscation and refusal to rule out forcing 
amalgamations. Copies of each of the relevant media 
releases have been included in this appendix. 

Correspondence regarding 
amalgamations process

Mayor Keneally has written to Minister Toole and Premier 
Baird on a number of occasions to seek assurances that 
the NSW Government would not forcibly amalgamate 
local councils. Copies of this correspondence has been 
included in this appendix and includes:

•	 Letter to Minister Paul Toole 11 September 2014

•	 Letter from the Premier 9 October 2014 

•	 Letter from Minister Toole 1 December 2014 

•	 Letter to Minister Paul Toole 10 December 2014

•	 Letter to Minister Paul Toole 18 February 2015 

•	 Letter from Steve Orr (on behalf of Minister Toole) 20 
March 2015

•	 Letter to Minister Paul Toole 8 April 2015 
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Community Engagement Process
April – August 2013

The City of Botany Bay holds Community Days throughout 
our City, the issue of Fit for the Future is discussed. 

June – July  2013

First Survey – Residents are asked to choose between 
City of Botany Bay remaining independent and the “Global 
Sydney” merger option proposed by the Independent Local 
Government Review Panel. 

July/August 2014

The City of Botany Bay engages Jetty Research to 
undertake a community satisfaction survey of local 
residents as part of the Vision 2040 Process. Among a 
number of matters, this poll asks residents to rate their 
satisfaction with Council and Botany Bay as a place to live. 
Four focus groups were held to discuss Council’s vision for 
the City and the Fit for the Future process.

September 2014

Mayor Ben Keneally writes to the Minister for Local 
Government and the Premier requesting their position 
whether the NSW Government will force mergers if Local 
Councilschoose not to participate in voluntary mergers.  

December 2014

Response from the Minister for Local Government 
received. However the Minister refuses to address the 
issue of whether ‘no forced amalgamations’ remain NSW 
Government policy. 

Mayor writes to the Minister for Local Government 
and asks, for a second time, that he commit to the 
NSW Government’s previous position of ‘no forced 
amalgamations’. 

February 2015

Council launches the webpage for the campaign Hands off 
Botany Bay.

February 2015

Mayor Ben Keneally writes to the Minister of Local 
Government for a third time after the Liberal Member for 
Coogee stated ‘the Baird government maintains the policy 

of no forced amalgamations’. The Mayor asks that the 
Minister confirm this position or state whether the Member 
for Coogee was incorrect. 

February 2015

At a Council sponsored event Chinese New Year Noodle 
Markets the City of Botany Bay provides information about 
Fit for the Future and the City of Botany Bay Hands off 
Botany Bay campaign.

February – March 2015

Residents are asked to sign up to the Hands off Botany 
Bay campaign. Flyers from this leaflet are sent to the 
Minister for Local Government to demonstrate the extent 
of opposition to merger proposals among our local 
community.

April 2015

Mayor writes to the Minster for Local Government a 
fourth time asking that the Minister confirm whether the 
Government maintains its prior position of ‘no forced 
amalgamations’. 

May 2015

Jetty Research undertakes a third survey of local residents 
on behalf of Council. This provides residents with five 
options: 

•	 Botany Bay remains independent; 

•	 Botany Bay merges with Randwick only;

•	 Global Sydney merger of Botany Bay, Randwick, Sydney, 
Waverley and Woollahra; 

•	 Botany Bay merges with Sydney only; or 

•	 “Airport Council” Botany Bay merges with Rockdale and 
Marrickville

Residents are asked to choose at least two options. 

June 2015

At the City of Botany Bay Multicultural Fair, Council 
hosts  a stall to advise residents of latest developments 
in Fit for the Future potential mergers and hear the local 
community’s concerns about Council position. 

Information about the Fit for the Future process and Council’s position is also available at www.botanybay.nsw.gov.au

In Mayoral Minute Number 3 of 2015 the Councillors of the City of Botany Bay resolved that should the  
NSW Government move to force amalgamations, Council will conduct a poll of local residents under the  
Local Government Act 1993.
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9 June 2015 

Mayor Ben Keneally 
City of Botany Bay 
c/- mayor@botanybay.nsw.gov.au

Dear Mayor Keneally 

Re: Fit for the Future - your ref: MY-F15/784 

I write in response to your letter of 22 May 2015, regarding the NSW Government reform process, Fit for 
the Future, in support of the City of Botany Bay Council remaining as an independent government entity. 

Since 1999, I have functioned under the jurisdiction of the City of Botany Bay, as a commercial property 
owner, business operator, employer and staffing supplier to the local business community. 

It is with this expertise and insight, I believe firmly that for the municipality and community that constitutes 
the City of Botany Bay to continue to develop and flourish, we are deserving of a council that operates with 
a singular local focus and presence.  Our community is entitled to political influence in relation to local 
issues - an amalgamation would surely mitigate this, and the attention required in relation to district matters.  

With a very broad and unique mix of commercial and residential zones under its remit, including high profile 
entities such as Sydney Airports and NSW Ports - which contribute significantly to NSW in infrastructure, 
income and employment - the City of Botany Bay has invested greatly in supporting these operations and 
accordingly has accumulated a wealth of specialised knowledge and expertise, which is key to ensuring 
viability and future-proofing.   

Additionally, it is critical to note that the financial costs involved in the proposed amalgamation would be 
prohibitive.  

The City of Botany Bay is well regarded in the business and residential community as a dynamic, efficient 
and responsive service and I sincerely trust it will be permitted to continue under the current independent 
operating model. 

I am available to further offer my support to the City of Botany Bay Council to remain independent and may 
be contacted during business hours on  or at any time on . 

Yours sincerely 

    Tania Kapell 
Managing Director
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Dear Minister,

I am against the amalgamation of the City of Botany Bay 
with any other local government area.

I believe that Botany Bay should remain an independent 
Council, supported by the State Government to deliver the 
services and infrastructure the Botany Bay community 
needs today and into the future.

Signature:

Date:

Name:

Address:

Email:

PRIVACY NOTE: Council will collect and hold the personal information 
contained in this petition for the purpose of forwarding your position on 
the amalgamation of the City of Botany Bay to the Premier of NSW and to 
contact you if further amalgamation related matters arise. The intended 
recipients of the personal information are officers within Council and the 
Office of the Premier of NSW. The supply of personal information by you 
is voluntary, however if you cannot provide, or do not wish to provide the 
information sought, Council may be unable to include your position on the 
amalgamation of the City of Botany Bay in the petition to the Premier of NSW.

You may make an application for access or amendments to your personal 
information held by Council under the Privacy and Personal Information 
Protection Act 1998 (PPIP Act) or the Government Information (Public 
Access) Act 2009 (GIPA ACT). You may also make a request that Council 
suppress your personal information from a public register. Council will 
consider any such application in accordance with the PPIP Act.

Please keep me up to date on amalgamation news

Amalgamation is a bad idea that doesn’t work. Queensland 
forced amalgamations in 2008 and since then has had to 
de-amalgamate five councils when the residents voted to go 
back to what they had before.

Amalgamation is not just another policy the government is 
fighting over.  It’s a real change that the State Government 
is about to make a decision on.  You can do something 
about it.  Sign up to join our campaign to keep Botany Bay 
independent.  Please ask your friends and family to sign up 
with you.

Say NO to the amalgamation of the City of Botany Bay by 
signing the petition on the right hand panel of this brochure.  
There is no need to put a stamp on it, as it is replied paid.

The State Government wants your Council to 
amalgamate with others in the Sydney region.  
A survey taken last year showed that almost 97% 
of Botany Bay residents want the City of Botany 
Bay to remain independent.

Recently the NSW Government announced 
a deadline for councils to propose voluntary 
amalgamations. The Government has not 
ruled out imposing forced amalgamations 
if local communities are unwilling to merge 
voluntarily.

 In response, Botany Bay City Council held 
an Extraordinary Meeting and remains 

committed to its long term policy of remaining independent.
Our City is financially viable, highly efficient, well run and yet 
also small enough to care about and really understand local 
concerns. There is nothing for our residents to be gained 
from amalgamation. The financial incentives being offered 
are simply insufficient to make a case for change. There is 
no benefit in having decisions about Botany Bay made in 
Randwick or in the City.

This will not be an easy campaign. Sections of industry and 
the media have an ideological fixation with amalgamation 
that defies rational argument. But we can stop this. As a City 
we will work with other local government areas across Sydney 
to stop this madness. This will be a big issue at the next State 
election in March 2015. The Liberal Government are heading for 
a big surprise if they think this will be a popular policy.

But we need your help. In coming weeks we will be printing 
banners and signs that you can display. But right now it is 
important that we show the Minister that the community 
supports continued independence for Botany Bay. Please fill 
in and sign the attached letter so we can make sure our voice 
is heard.

Sign up. Join the campaign. Keep Botany Bay independent.

Ben Keneally 
Mayor 
City of Botany Bay
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A random telephone survey of residents
in the City of Botany Bay to understand

community views on Council reform options
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Disclaimer

While all care and diligence has been exercised in the preparation of this report, Jetty Research Pty. Ltd.
does not warrant the accuracy of the information contained within and accepts no liability for any loss or
damage that may be suffered as a result of reliance on this information, whether or not there has been
any error, omission or negligence on the part of Jetty Research Pty. Ltd. or its employees.
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Executive summary

The City of Botany Bay commissioned Jetty Research to conduct a random and representative telephone
survey of its adult residents, to understand community views regarding the NSW State Government’s “Fit
for the Future” (FFF) local government reform process. More specifically, Council was keen to test resident
opinion on: whether or not COBB should attempt to remain an independent council; and, should a merger
be forced, preferred partners.

In order to ensure that respondents were able to provide an informed opinion on the topic, within a tight
project timeframe, the following three-stage surveying model was agreed:

1. Jetty Research contacted 1,133 adult COBB residents who had been randomly recruited by
telephone in July-2014 for a separate and unrelated survey, to see if they (a) still lived in the COBB;
and (b) were willing to participate in another Council survey. Note that no subject matter was
disclosed at this stage. Of this original sampling frame, 1,089 residents made themselves available
to be surveyed – or at least declined to opt-out.

2. These 1,089 were then emailed or mailed an 8-page information booklet prepared by the COBB on
the subject of local government reform – see Appendix 1.

3. Jetty Research partner, Taverner Research, then phoned residents, using a survey instrument
prepared by Jetty Research and COBB (see Appendix 2). Once they had confirmed having read the
document, residents were entitled to commence the survey. Due to time limitations, the number of
respondents was capped at 500.

Surveying was conducted between June 1st and June 11th. In all, 500 telephone interviews were conducted.
Random sampling error for this survey was 4.4 per cent at the 95 per cent confidence level.

Among the survey’s major conclusions:

1. 85 per cent of respondents said they were satisfied with Council and its services, against 14 per
cent dissatisfied.

2. 81 per cent claimed prior awareness of the FFF program. Of these, 83 per cent said they were
“very” or “quite” interested in the subject of Council reform.

3. 77 per cent of respondents believed that the City of Botany Bay should remain independent,
against 19 per cent believing it should merge with one or more of its neighbours.

4. Main reasons for supporting the status quo were satisfaction with current council (34 per cent), a
perception that COBB was sustainable and/or had no debt (32 per cent), that there was no need for
change (28 per cent) and that the current model provided more autonomy or control (22 per cent).
Among those favouring a merger, reasons included perceived economies of scale (6 per cent),
improved governance (6 per cent) and reduced duplication (5 per cent).

5. If forced to choose a merger partner, 36 per cent chose the Randwick/Waverley/Woollahra option.
A merger with the City of Sydney alone was chosen by 23 per cent of those surveyed, while 17 per
cent preferred the Rockdale/Marrickville option. Just 8 per cent nominated the so-called “Global
City” model.
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6. Conversely, 32 per cent proposed Rockdale/Marrickville as their least preferred merger partner.
The two models incorporating the City of Sydney were selected by 23 per cent each, while only 11
per cent rejected the Randwick/Waverley/Woollahra model.

7. When asked specifically how supportive they were of the COBB joining with the City of Sydney,
Waverley, Woollahra and Randwick to form the so-called “Global City” council, only 19 per cent
were supportive while 79 per cent were opposed.

James Parker, B. Ec, Grad Cert Applied Science (Statistics), AMSRS

Managing Director
June 26th 2015
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Introduction

Background

In May 2015, the City of Botany Bay (COBB) commissioned Jetty Research to conduct a random and
representative telephone survey of its adult residents to understand community opinion relating to the
NSW State government-proposed local government boundary changes – the so called “Fit for the Future”
reforms. Specific survey objectives were as follows:

1. Measure awareness of, and interest in Council reform;

2. Measure support for Council’s preferred (stand-alone) model;

3. Measure support for other merger options;

4. Understand reasons behind different merger preferences;

5. Maintain simple and neutral language to ensure credibility with external stakeholders.

Methodology

In order to ensure that respondents were able to provide an informed opinion on the topics, and within a
tight project timeframe, the following three-stage surveying model was agreed:

1. In late May, Jetty Research contacted 1,133 adult COBB residents who had been randomly
recruited by telephone in July-2014 for a separate and unrelated survey, to see if they (a) still lived
in the COBB; and (b) were willing to participate in another Council survey. Note that no subject
matter was disclosed at this stage. Of this original sampling frame, 1,089 residents made
themselves available to be surveyed – or at least declined to opt-out.

2. These 1,089 were then emailed or mailed1 an 8-page information booklet prepared by the COBB on
the subject of local government reform – see Appendix 1.

3. Jetty Research partner, Taverner Research, then phoned residents using a survey instrument
prepared by Jetty Research and COBB (see Appendix 2). Once they had confirmed having read the
document, residents were entitled to commence the survey. Due to time limitations, the number of
respondents was capped at 500.

Surveying was conducted between June 1st and June 11th 2015. Respondents were called by Taverner
research from 3.30-8pm each weekday afternoon (excluding Friday), and on Saturday afternoon from
midday to 5pm. Residents were called up to five times at different times of the afternoon or evening.

In all, 500 interviews were conducted. Average survey length was 8.5 minutes.

1
Depending on their preference from the 2014 survey, which was online- or paper-based.
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Data has been post-weighted to reflect the demographics of the City of Botany Bay by age and gender,
based on 2011 ABS Census data.

Where differences in this report are classed as significant, this implies they are statistically significant based
on independent sample t-scores or other analysis of variation (or ANOVA) calculations. In statistical terms,
significant differences are unlikely to have been caused by chance alone.

Sampling error

Given that respondents to this survey were randomly recruited by telephone (albeit for a different research
project), we believe that the randomness condition has been met.

According to the 2011 ABS Census (Usual Resident profile) the total population of the City of Botany Bay
was 39,354, of which 30,967 (79%) were aged 18 and over. Based on this latter survey population, a
random sample of 500 adult residents implies a margin for error of +/- 4.4 per cent at the 95 per cent
confidence level. (This means in effect that if we conducted a similar poll twenty times, results should
reflect the views and behaviour of the overall survey population to within a +/- 4.4 per cent margin in 19 of
those 20 surveys.)

As Graph i shows, margin for error falls as sample size rises. Hence cross-tabulations or sub-groups within
the overall sample will typically create much higher margins for error than the overall sample. For example
using the above population sizes, a sample size of 100 exhibits a margin for error of +/- 9.8 per cent (again
at the 95 per cent confidence level).

Graph i: How sampling error varies with sample and population size

In addition to the random sampling error, above, there may also be some forms of non-random sampling
error which may have affected results. These include respondents without fixed line phones, non-response
bias within the original survey recruitment; and/or imperfections in the original survey database.

How random sampling error varies with population size
© Jetty Research 2008
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Respondent characteristics

Graph ii: Respondent breakdown by age (weighted)

Graph iii: Respondent breakdown by gender (weighted)
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Graph iv: Respondent breakdown by suburb of residence (unweighted)
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Part 1: Satisfaction with Council

The survey commenced with a question asking respondents how satisfied they were with their Council and
its services, “not just on one or two issues, but across all areas of its responsibilities.”

Graph 1.1: How satisfied are you with the performance of your Council and its services?

Council scored extremely highly on this measure, with 85 per cent of respondents satisfied and just 14 per
cent dissatisfied – for net satisfaction of 71 per cent.

Older residents were particularly happy, with some 58 per cent of those aged 60-plus declaring themselves
“very satisfied”. Females were also more likely to declare themselves satisfied than males, at 92 and 79 per
cent respectively.
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Part 2: Awareness of, and interest in Council reform

Respondents were next asked whether they had been aware of the local government reform program prior
to the survey, and how interested they were in the subject of council reform.

Graph 2.1: Prior to this survey, were you aware of the (Fit for the Future) reform program?

Eight in ten respondents (81 per cent) claimed to have been aware of the Fit for the Future discussion prior
to being surveyed on the subject. This included 85 per cent of those aged over 60, and 83 per cent of males.

Graph 2.2: (If yes) How interested are you personally in the subject of Council reform?
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Thirty one per cent of those respondents previously aware of the FFF reform program claimed to be very
interested in the subject of council reform, with a further 52 per cent saying they were “quite interested”.

Interest was relatively consistent by age and gender. Although 34 per cent of respondents 60-plus declared
themselves “very interested”, against 26 per cent of those aged 18-44, this difference is not considered
statistically significant.
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Part 3: Support for different options

Respondents were next informed that:

“In the case of the City of Botany Bay, the state government has published a report
recommending that the city merge with four other councils. Under the Fit for the Future
process, council must consider this option, and may consider other options. These include:
remaining independent; merging with Randwick, Waverly and Woollahra Councils; merging
with the City of Sydney only; merging with Waverley, Randwick, City of Sydney and
Woollahra councils; or merging with Rockdale and Marrickville Councils.”

They were then asked. “Thinking generally about mergers, which of the following statements best reflects
your views on this subject?” and read three statements (with the “independent” and “merger” options
rotated):

Graph 3.1: Thinking generally about mergers, which of the following statements best reflects your views
on this subject?

More than three-quarters of respondents (77 per cent) felt that the City of Botany Bay should remain
independent.2

Among females and those aged 60-plus, support for Botany remaining independent was even higher (at 84
and 86 per cent respectively). However younger residents were also supportive of the stand-alone option,
with 72 per cent of those aged 18-44 supporting this model.

2
In case it’s of interest, the unweighted (i.e. raw) figure was 82 per cent.
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Slightly less than one in five respondents (19 per cent) supported the merger option, with 4 per cent
unsure.

Respondents were then asked, in an unprompted question, why they supported their preferred option.
Their answers have been coded (i.e. themed) and are shown in Graph 3.2, below:

Graph 3.2: Can you briefly explain why you think this? (unprompted)

Among those seeking the COBB to remain independent, the main reasons given were that they were happy
with the current council (34 per cent of all respondents), that the current council provided good services,
were financially sustainable and/or had no debt (32 per cent), and/or that they could see no rationale for
change (28 per cent). Twenty two per cent felt that the current council provided residents with greater
autonomy than a merged model, and 19 per cent believed that Botany offered superior services to other
(generally neighbouring) councils. Meanwhile 16 per cent felt Botany was a good size, and/or that a merged
council would be too large.

Of those supporting a merger, main reasons were perceptions that a larger council would: provide
economies of scale (6 per cent); lead to improved governance (also 6 per cent) and/or cut duplication (5
per cent). A further 5 per cent based on their reason on being dissatisfied with the current Council.
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Respondents were next asked, “If the NSW government forced Council to merge with one or more of its
neighbouring councils, which of the following merger options would you prefer?” Again the four offered
options were rotated to avoid order bias.

Graph 3.3: If the NSW government forced Council to merge, which of the following merger options would
you prefer?

Forced to choose, slightly over one in three respondents (36 per cent) preferred the Randwick, Waverley
and Woollahra model. Twenty three per cent felt a merger with the City of Sydney (alone) would be the
best option, while 17 per cent preferred to go with Rockdale and Marrickville. Just 8 per cent supported the
so-called “Global City” option, while 16 per cent were unsure or supported none of the models offered.

Results were relatively consistent by age and gender.

However as shown in Table 3.1 (next page), there were some statistically significant differences in response
depending on whether the respondent had earlier preferred the independent or merger option:

(Continued next page)
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Table 3.1: Preferred merger option, by whether respondent had earlier preferred independent or
merger model

This indicates that those preferring the merger model initially were significantly more supportive of the
Randwick/Waverley/Woollahra model than those seeking continued independence for COBB (at 51 and 32
per cent respectively). However it remained the preferred model for both groups.

Respondents were next asked why they preferred their particular choice. A selection of representative
comments is shown below:

Prefer Randwick/Waverley/Woollahra (36%):

“I prefer this option because we are also part of the eastern suburbs and I am familiar with
those councils. Also I don’t like Clover Moore.”

“Randwick is very close and so is Woollahra and they both have good reputations for
services and debt.”

“I believe it would cover sufficient populations to effect economies of scale. It would leave
the CBD to look after its own specific issues.”

“More like minded and similar socio- economic bracket and similar demographics.”

Prefer City of Sydney-only (23%):

“The City of Sydney perform better than most of the others. They have good libraries and
parks.”

“Because it is the only one without debts.”

“Good size and manageable, and the others could be too big.”

“I don't like a whole lot of individual councils merging together. Clover Moore isn’t doing a
bad job.”

“As we are only 5km from the city we are virtually neighbours. It would benefit in terms of
public transport.”

Should remain
independent

Should merge with
one or more

Councils
Unsure/ no

opinion
122 49 9

31.9% 51.0% 40.9%
98 16 2

25.6% 16.7% 9.1%
21 17 0

5.5% 17.7% .0%
74 12 2

19.3% 12.5% 9.1%
68 2 9

17.8% 2.1% 40.9%
383 96 22

100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Merge with Randwick, Waverley and
Woollahra Councils

Merge with the City of Sydney only

Merge with Waverley, Randwick, City of
Sydney and Woollahra Councils

Merge with Rockdale and Marrickville
Councils

Unsure/none of the above

Independent vs. merger

Total
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Prefer Waverley/Randwick/City of Sydney/Woollahra (8%):

“I think that there will be fewer councillors and mayors and we will be saving money on
this.”

“If it is going to be big it might as well have all of them included and be very big and give us
more resources.”

“The bigger the better - by merging with more there will be less councils involved and this
could save money.”

“It is time for a change. It will save ratepayers money and unify regulations. Building code,
waste disposal and general maintenance.”

Prefer Rockdale and Marrickville (17%):

“They are a smaller grouping of councils.”

“They have similar issues dealing having to deal with planes and ports”

“I think the socio economic and expectations are changing and they seem familiar and
comparable demographics with the same social expectations.”

“Similar people and issues and Waverley could be too uppity”

Residents were next asked which of the possible merger options they would least prefer:

Graph 3.4: Which of the merger options would you least prefer?
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Almost one-third of those surveyed said that the Rockdale/Marrickville merger option was their least
preferred choice. Opposition to the City of Sydney (alone) and the so-called “Global City” option were
similar at 23 per cent apiece, while only 11 per cent cited the Randwick/Waverley/ Woollahra model as
their least preferred (of the four choices offered).

Table 3.2: Least preferred merger option, by whether respondent had earlier preferred independent or
merger model

In this instance, those originally supporting the merger option were significantly more likely to reject the
Rockdale/Marrickville option, while those preferring COBB to remain independent were split almost equally
between the City of Sydney (alone), Global City and Rockdale/Marrickville options as their least preferred
choices.

Again, respondents were asked to explain their choice. A representative sample of comments for each least
preferred option is shown below:

Least prefer Randwick/Waverley/Woollahra (11%):

“Randwick council is a basket case often. It is often under administrators and then six
months later they are in trouble again.”

“Our council is much better in looking after us. Also there are much wealthier people in
those council areas and their rates reflect their earnings.”

“No Woollahra and Waverley. They are affluent and we are more middle class. There class
means money - we just want the basics done.”

Should remain
independent

Should merge
with one or more

Councils
Unsure/ no

opinion
39 16 2

10.2% 16.8% 9.1%
87 24 5

22.7% 25.3% 22.7%
106 9 1

27.6% 9.5% 4.5%
109 43 6

28.4% 45.3% 27.3%
43 3 8

11.2% 3.2% 36.4%
384 95 22

100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Total

Merge with Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra
Councils

Merge with the City of Sydney only

Merge with Waverley, Randwick, City of Sydney
and Woollahra Councils

Merge with Rockdale and Marrickville Councils

Unsure/none of the above

Independent vs. merger
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Least prefer City of Sydney-only (23%):

“Rates would be too expensive, and City of Sydney covers too large an area and may have
too many high rises.”

“I don't like what they are doing to the city, like cycle lanes and blockages.”

“I don’t like Clover Moore’s ideas. They are not within our area and Botany has a totally
different atmosphere to City of Sydney.”

“I just think it is too big a council and we will be swamped by it.”

Least prefer Waverley/Randwick/City of Sydney/Woollahra (23%):

“I think we would be gobbled up and it takes in a large income area and there are a lot of
differences in these areas financially - to compare Mascot area with Vaucluse etc. is
ridiculous.”

“This council would be too big/monstrous and unwieldy”

“I don't like this option because it's too big and not personal enough, you can't find who is
accountable and communication would not be easy.”

“Because it has Randwick in it.”

Least prefer Rockdale and Marrickville (32%):

“It is a different demographic with older suburbs and different needs.”

“I feel the needs are too different between these councils and Botany. I believe we need to
remain with the eastern suburbs area.”

“Mainly from the financial side I would not like to merge with debt ridden councils, they
would drag the Botany council down financially. At first I liked the idea but when I looked at
their financial situation I changed my mind.”

“We have no knowledge of their councils”

“These councils have had problems with corruption”.

(Continued next page)
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Graph 3.4: Comparison of most/least preferred option for forced merger partners

Putting the most/least preferred options side by side highlights three things:

 The Randwick/Woollahra/Waverley model has the highest level of support, and lowest level of strong
opposition;

 The Rockdale/Marrickville and Global City models have the lowest levels of support, and highest levels
of opposition;

 There are relatively even levels of support for, and opposition to the City of Sydney-only model.
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Part 4: Support for the ‘Global City’ concept

The survey concluded with a specific question asking residents how supportive they were of “the City of
Botany Bay joining with the City of Sydney, Waverley, Randwick and Woollahra to form a so-called ‘Global
City’ council”. Respondents were offered one of four prompted options.

Graph 4.1: How supportive are you of the City of Botany Bay joining the City of Sydney, Waverley,
Randwick and Woollahra to form a so-called “Global City” council?

There was very little backing for this model, with 19 per cent supportive against 79 per cent opposed.

Opposition was consistent by age, while men were more likely to be supportive than women (at 25 and 15
per cent respectively).

Among those initially preferring COBB to remain independent, only 9 per cent supported the Global City
model. This compares with 58 per cent of those initially favouring a merger.
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Appendix 1: Information booklet supplied by Council to potential respondents
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Appendix 2: Survey questionnaire

Confirm you are speaking to person named in letter, email.

Good afternoon/evening, my name is (name) and I’m calling from Jetty Research (or Taverner Research) on
behalf of the City of Botany Bay. We contacted you recently about a short survey we are conducting for
Council. Have you received the letter from Council yet explaining the purpose of the survey?

1. Yes
2. No (Ask if they would like it re-sent, and check mailing/email address)

(If yes) And have you had a chance to read the letter yet?

(If yes) Are you happy to take part in a short survey now? It takes less than 5 minutes, and all your
responses would be confidential.

(If no) Ask them to read letter, and arrange a convenient callback time

Once you have confirmed they have read letter, record first name:

Thanks, let’s get started then (name).

Q1 Firstly (name), how satisfied are you with the performance of your Council and its services, not just on
one or two issues but across all areas of its responsibilities? (prompted except unsure)

1. Very satisfied
2. Quite satisfied
3. Not very satisfied
4. Not at all satisfied
5. Unsure

Q2. As you may know, the NSW State Government has established a process to look at the financial
sustainability of Councils and to encourage Councils to consider mergers. This process is called Fit for the
Future. Prior to this call, were you aware of this local government reform program?

1. Yes
2. No
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(If yes) Q3 And how interested are you personally in the subject of Council reform? (Prompted)

1. Very interested
2. Quite interested
3. Not very interested
4. Not at all interested

Q4. In the case of the City of Botany Bay, the state government has published a report recommending
that the city merge with four other councils. Under the Fit for the Future process, council must consider
this option, and may consider other options. These include: remaining independent; merging with
Randwick, Waverly and Woollahra Councils; merging with the City of Sydney only; merging with
Waverley, Randwick, City of Sydney and Woollahra councils; or merging with Rockdale and Marrickville
Councils.

Q5. Thinking generally about mergers, which of the following statements best reflects your views on this
subject? (Read out three options - repeat if necessary. First two options to rotate.)

1. I believe the City of Botany Bay should remain independent
2. I believe the City of Botany Bay should merge with one or more neighbouring Councils
3. I am unsure or have no opinion

Q6. (Unless unsure) Can you briefly explain why you think this? (open answer)

Q7. If the NSW government forced Council to merge with one or more of its neighbouring councils, which
of the following merger options would you prefer? (rotate order – repeat if necessary)

1. Merge with Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra Councils
2. Merge with the City of Sydney only
3. Merge with Waverley, Randwick, City of Sydney and Woollahra Councils (the so-called “Global City”

option)
4. Merge with Rockdale and Marrickville Councils
5. Unsure/none of the above

Q8. (Except “unsure/NOTA”) Can you briefly explain why you prefer this option? (open answer)
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Q9. And which of the following merger options would you least prefer? (rotate order – repeat if
necessary)

1. Merge with Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra Councils
2. Merge with the City of Sydney
3. Merge with Waverley, Randwick, City of Sydney and Woollahra Councils;
4. Merge with Rockdale and Marrickville Councils
5. Unsure/none of the above

Q10. (Except “unsure/NOTA”) Can you briefly explain why you don’t want this option? (open answer)

Q11. And finally, how supportive are you of the City of Botany Bay joining with the City of Sydney,
Waverley, Randwick, and Woollahra to form a so-called “Global City” council? (prompted except unsure)

1. Completely supportive
2. Somewhat supportive
3. Not very supportive
4. Not at all supportive
5. Unsure

(Confirm age range and suburb)

Q12. Thank you, that is the end of the survey. Did you have any questions? (Thank again and conclude)
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Thank you for your contribution 
to Council’s 2040 Vision 
telephone survey. Your input 
was greatly appreciated. 

Council will soon release for 
community feedback a Directions 
Paper which is the final step in 
the process towards finalising our 
Vision 2040 project later this year.

I am now contacting you to invite you to participate in 
a survey relating to the NSW State Government’s local 
government reform initiative called Fit for the Future. This 
reform process will directly impact our Council. 

Fit for the Future requires NSW local councils to make a 
submission on how they can maintain efficient service 
delivery, financial stability and deliver better infrastructure 
into the future. As part of this reform program, the NSW 
Government is compelling councils to actively consider 
amalgamating with neighbouring councils. 

This is where I would appreciate your views. I want to know 
whether you think the City of Botany Bay should remain 
independent or volunteer to amalgamate.  

The proposed amalgamation options are:

1. Remain independent

2.  Merge with Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra  
(‘eastern suburbs’ model)

3. Merge with the City of Sydney only

4.  Merge with Randwick, City of Sydney, Waverley and 
Woollahra (‘global city’ model)

5.  Merge with Rockdale and Marrickville  
(‘airport council’ model)

Our submission is due on 30 June 2015.

We have appointed Jetty Research, in partnership with 
Taverner Research, to conduct a brief telephone survey on 
this important issue. The survey will only take 5 minutes, 
and your answers will be confidential. Although your 
participation is completely voluntary, we would very much 
appreciate your honest feedback. Your view on Fit for the 
Future is vital in ensuring we make informed decisions for 
our City’s future. 

Thank you for the contributions you make to our 
community and I look forward to gaining greater insight 
into your vision for the City of Botany Bay’s future. 

Please contact Jetty Research on (02) 6650 9175 if you 
have further questions.

Ben Keneally 
Mayor

MAYOR’S 
MESSAGE

2
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FIT  
FOR THE 
FUTURE
BACKGROUND

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR  
THE CITY OF BOTANY BAY?

In September 2014, the State Government released 
its local government reform program named “Fit 
for the Future”. This program will impact the way all 
NSW councils operate. The program is based on the 
recommendations of the Independent Local Government 
Review Panel which considered governance models, 
structural arrangements and boundary changes for NSW 
local government.

Councils must address the following issues:

•	 Suitable	scale	and	capacity

•	 Financial	sustainability

•	 Efficiency

•	 Infrastructure,	services	and	capability

Each council is being asked to review its situation and 
prepare a’ Fit of the Future’ submission by 30 June 2015.

The recommendation is for our City to merge with 
Randwick, Sydney, Waverley and Woollahra councils to 
create a ‘Global City’ with a projected population  
of 505,903. 

The options we have considered include:

1. Botany Bay to ‘stand alone’ and remain independent.  

2.  An ‘Eastern Suburbs’ council - merge Botany Bay, 
Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra councils.

3.  A ‘Global City’ council – merge Botany Bay, Randwick, 
Sydney, Waverley and Woollahra councils.

4. A merger of Botany Bay and Sydney City councils.

5.  An ‘Airport Council’ – merge Botany Bay, Marrickville 
and Rockdale councils. 

The following tables provide a comparison of what these 
options look like on key indicators.

3
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Botany Bay Randwick Sydney Waverley Woollahra Marrickville Rockdale

Population 43,292 142,310 191,918 70,706 57,677 82,523 106,712

2031 Projected 
population 

56,050 174,300 273,500 82,150 67,250 102,300 134,350

Land size (km2) 21.7 36.3 26.7 9.2 12.3 16.5 28.2

TCorp assessment 
– Current financial 
sustainability

Moderate Sound Strong Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate

TCorp assessment 
–Financial 
sustainability outlook

Neutral Positive Positive Positive Positive Neutral Neutral

Average Residential 
rate

$689 $1,075 $654 $1,058 $1,118 $875 $811

Domestic Waste 
Charge

$458 $511 $380 $469 $452 $487.60 $382.00

Budget $66M $158M $761M $144M $107M $97.5M $79.7M

Debt $0 $0 $0 $3M $6M $18.85M $7.2M

Councillors 7 15 10 12 15 12 15

Population per 
councillor

6,185 9,487 19,192 5,892 3,845 6,877 7,015

Staff 322 522 1,773 601 376 523 340

$ spent on services 
per resident

$1309 $879 $2609 $1599 $1360 $1145 $788

INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL CHARACTERISTICS
This table shows data available on each council as they currently operate. 

Botany Bay  
‘stand alone’

‘Eastern Suburbs’ 
- Botany Bay, 
Randwick, 
Waverley  
and Woollahra 

‘Global Sydney’ 
– Botany Bay, 
Randwick, 
Sydney, Waverley 
and Woollahra

Botany Bay  
and Sydney

‘Airport Council’ 
- Botany Bay, 
Marrickville  
and Rockdale

Area km2 21.7 79.5 106.2 48.4 66.4

Population 43,292 313,985 505,903 235,210 232,527

2031 population 56,050 379,750 653,250 329,550 292,700

Staff 329 1821 3,594 2,070 1,192

Councillors
*based on the 
current maximum 
number of 
councillors allowed 
under legislation

7 15 * 15* 15* 15*

Population per 
councillor

5,622 20,932 33,727 13,924 15,282

Budget $66M $475M $1,236M $827M $223.3M

Debt $0 $9M $9M $0 $28.1M

4
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SCALE & CAPACITY
The following factors have been identified as essential for 
councils to have sufficient scale and capacity:

•	 	More	robust	revenue	base	and	increased	 
discretionary spending

•	 Scope	to	undertake	new	functions	and	major	projects

•	 Ability	to	employ	a	wider	range	of	skilled	staff

•	 Knowledge	creativity	and	innovation

•	 	Advanced	skills	in	strategic	planning	and	 
policy	development

•	 Effective	regional	collaboration

•	 Credibility	for	more	effective	advocacy

•	 Capable	partner	for	State	and	Federal	agencies

•	 	Resources	to	cope	with	complex	and	 
unexpected	change

•	 High	quality	political	and	managerial	leadership

We	believe	we	meet	the	capacity	criteria.		In	relation	to	
scale,	this	will	depend	on	whether	the	NSW	Government	
determines	a	required	resident	population	figure	for	 
NSW	councils.

‘Stand Alone’
option

•	Status	quo	remains
•	Keeps	local	identity	and	proud	127	year	history
•	Maintains	existing	services	and	service	levels	
•	Maintains	high	councillor	representation	per	resident
•	Residents	are	already	‘highly	satisfied’	with	Council’s	performance
•	Retain	local	input	into	decision	making
•	No	debt/borrowing
•	Financially	sustainable	(TCorp	assessment)
•	Planned	capital	works	programs	will	continue
•	Income	from	the	Airport	and	Port	remains	with	us
•	Avoids	a	disruptive	and	expensive	merger	process	
•	Meets	all	the	Fit	for	the	Future	criteria	in	the	proposed	timeframe
•	May	not	meet	the	State	Government’s	‘scale	and	capacity’	criteria
•	Could	be	forced	to	amalgamate
•	May	not	have	access	to	the	State	Government’s	incentive	package

‘Merger’ option •	Likely	to	meet	State	Government’s	‘scale	and	capacity’	criteria
•	May	have	access	to	the	State	Government’s	incentive	package
•	Loss	of	local	identity
•	Lower	level	of	councillor	representation
•	Loss	of	local	input	into	decision	making
•	Initial	and	short	term	disruptions	
•	May	improve	capacity	to	manage	major	projects	
•	Average	residential	rates	are	likely	to	increase	
•	Single	entity	for	government	agencies	to	liaise	with
•	Potential	loss	of	existing	services	and	service	levels
•	Cost	to	amalgamate

THINGS	To	CoNSIdER

5
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FINANCIAL ISSUES

The Fit for the Future program identifies seven (7) key 
financial indicators to assess a council’s financial 
sustainability. The following table shows Council’s current 
performance and where we will be in 5 years.

TCorp have indicated that ‘a local government will be 
financially sustainable over the long term when it is able 
to generate sufficient funds to provide the levels of service 
and infrastructure agreed with its community’. The City 
of Botany Bay has been assessed as having a financial 
sustainability ratio (FSR) of ‘moderate’ with a ‘neutral’ 
outlook. This means that we have adequate capacity to 
meet our financial commitments in the short to medium 
term and acceptable capacity in the long term and there 
are no foreseeable events that are expected to have a 
direct impact on this position.

Mergers also have ‘up front costs’ which need to be 
recovered in the long term. Modelling in 2015 by the NSW 
Parliamentary Budget Office estimated the total cost of 
mergers in NSW to be $445M, if all councils participated 
voluntarily. To offset these costs, the NSW Government 
has offered an assistance package of $280M, with any 
balance to be funded by individual councils. 

Financial Benchmarks
City of Botany Bay 2014/2015 2019/2020

These three measures assess if a council can generate 
sufficient funds over the long term to provide the agreed 
level and scope of services and infrastructure for their 
community

Operating 
Performance*

Yes Yes

Own Source Revenue* Yes Yes

Asset Renewal** No
Note: This ratio 
excludes funds 
spent on parks 
infrastructure 
- a significant 
proportion of our 
asset renewal 
spend.

Yes

These three performance measures assess whether a 
council can maintain its assets (eg roads, paths, parks) 
meet its debts and access finance through loans.

Infrastructure 
Backlog** 

No Yes

Asset Maintenance** Yes Yes

Debt Service 
Note: Council has no debt and 
can meet this measure by 
taking a $1 loan.

Yes Yes

This performance measure assesses if a council has 
efficient service and infrastructure delivery, achieving 
value for money for current and future ratepayers.

Real Operating 
Expenditure ***

Yes Yes

TOTAL 5 7

*Must meet within 5 years **Meet or improve within 5 years 
*** Must demonstrate operational savings over 5 years

6
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WHAT HAS OUR COMMUNITY  
SAID SO FAR?
Community opinion will be an important consideration  
in our submission and Council has engaged widely with 
our community.. 

JUNE 2013

We conducted a voluntary survey of 17,000 households 
asking for your views on whether: 

•	 The	City	of	Botany	Bay	should	remain	independent

•	 	The	City	of	Botany	Bay	should	amalgamate	with	the	
City	of	Sydney,	Randwick,	Waverley	and	Woollahra.	

An overwhelming 96%  of residents indicated that they 
supported our City remaining independent. 6,968 survey 
forms were returned to us, with only 286 responses 
indicating support for the plan to merge. We were 
pleased to see a response rate of 27%, indicating that our 
community strongly about this issue.

JULY/AUGUST 2014

A telephone and online/paper survey was conducted in 
July/August 2014 to provide Council with a representative 
and random picture of how residents perceive the City 
of Botany Bay. 815 residents responded. In summary, the 
majority of respondents consider that the services we 
provide are very important and they are generally satisfied 
with our performance. All services identified in the survey 
showed a ‘high satisfaction, high importance’ outcome. 
63% of respondents identified strongly with our local 
government area and the local community.

MAY 2015

Council is also undertaking a random telephone 
survey of our residents. The survey will ask residents to 
nominate two preferences from the options explored, 
namely: 

1. Remain independent

2. Merge with Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra 

3. Merge with Randwick, Sydney, Waverley and Woollahra 

4. Merge with Sydney only

5. Merge with Rockdale and Marrickville.

We will also consider conducting a poll of residents under 
the Local Government Act 1993 if forced amalgamations 
were to occur.

FEBRUARY 2015

A second survey seeking community support in the  
form of a petition was sent to residents. The purpose of 
the petition was to let the Minister for Local Government 
know our community’s views on any merger proposal. 
To date, 1,389 residents  have added their names to the 
petition declaring: 

Dear	Minister,

I	am	against	the	amalgamation	of	the	City	of		
Botany	Bay	with	any	other	local	government	area.	

I	believe	that	Botany	Bay	should	remain	an	
independent	Council,	supported	by	the	State	
Government	to	deliver	the	services	and		
infrastructure	the	Botany	Bay	community		
needs	today	and	into	the	future.

Please complete promptly and drop it into your nearest 

post box. No stamp is needed. Or drop it to the Mayor’s 

Office, Shop 176A Westfield Eastgardens. For further 

information contact the Mayor’s Office on 93663600.

Comments: 

DO YOU WANT THE CITY OF BOTANY 

BAY TO REMAIN INDEPENDENT?

Tick one of the boxes below to have your say.

□ The City of Botany Bay should remain independent

 □  The City of Botany Bay should amalgamate with the 

City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra

Name (optional): 

Address (optional):

7
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WHAT’S NEXT

WHERE CAN I FIND  
FURTHER INFORMATION?

Once we have received your feedback, Council will finalise 
our submission.  

Submissions are due by 30 June 2015 and will be 
assessed by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal (IPART).  

IPART will provide the Minister for Local Government 
and the Premier with a final report by 16 October 2015 
identifying whether or not individual councils are ‘fit’ or 
‘unfit’ and the reasons for this assessment. The report will 
be publicly released following Cabinet approval.

www.botanybay.nsw.gov.au

www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au

www.olg.nsw.gov.au

www.ipart.nsw.gov.au
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Mayoral Columns
6 April 2013

DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 101 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act1979, notification is 
hereby given of Council’s approval of the following Development Applications in the schedule below.

LIST OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2013

Copies of the Development consents referred to above are available for public inspection, without charge, at 
Council’s Administration Centre, 141 Coward Street, Mascot, between 8.30 am and 4.30 pm Monday to Friday 
(excluding Public Holidays).

Lara Kirchner 
General Manager

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Anzac Day Tribute

Last week saw our community join with our local RSL sub branches, Botany and 
Mascot, to commemorate Anzac Day – an important day in our country’s history. Both 
sub branches held well attended ceremonies and it was an honour and privilege to be 
able to represent our city and lay a wreath and pay our respect to those who paid the 
ultimate price to secure the freedom we enjoy today.

Time to be heard

The Independent Local Government Review Panel released its interim report on 
Council amalgamations last week. The report recommends the City of Botany Bay 
merge with the City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra to form a super 
Council that could also include Leichhardt and Marrickville. 

This council’s position remains unchanged. We do not believe amalgamation will 
deliver benefits to our local community. Our Council is efficient and effective and truly 
cares for its residents.

The good news is that the Panel has not recommended forced amalgamations. But 
as the Government considers the report it is critical that we ensure our community’s 
voice is heard. In the coming weeks, Council will be writing to every resident and 
ratepayer enclosing a postage paid survey form so you can tell us whether you would 
prefer the City of Botany Bay to stay independent or merge into a super Council. 

It’s your Council and it’s your choice. Do you want your Council based locally or 
making decisions from George St? 

Ben Keneally 
Mayor

facebook.com/Mayor Ben Keneally               twitter.com/ben_keneally

Council’s Administration Office, 141 Coward Street, Mascot 2020. Telephone: 9366 3666  
Email: council@botanybay.nsw.gov.au or PO Box 331, Mascot, 1460. 

www.botanybay.nsw.gov.au 

PUBLIC NOTICE

RABBIT CONTROL PROGRAM

Please note that the Cumberland Livestock Health and Pest Authority will be conducting a rabbit 
baiting program on behalf of Botany Bay City Council using pindone carrots at:

Botany Golf Course, Botany Road, Banksmeadow

A free feeding program will be undertaken before baiting commences. Baiting (using poison carrots) will 
commence on Wednesday 1 May 2013 and continue until Friday 31 May 2013 (weather permitting).

Botany Bay City Council is legally obliged to undertake rabbit control as required by Section 156 of 
the Rural Lands Protection Act 1998. 

Under Section 179 of the Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 it is an offence to interfere with a pest 
control program. The removal of, or tampering with signage and carrot constitutes an offence. 

It is strongly recommend that pets are restrained during the baiting period and are not permitted to roam.

Any general enquiries should be directed to Council’s Planning & Development Department on 
telephone 9366 3666. Technical enquiries should be directed to Cumberland Livestock Health 
and Pest Authority on telephone 4655 9165.

Lara Kirchner 
General Manager

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

DA No. Location Application Details Approved on

12/0182 13-15 Luland St, Botany Change of use of the existing building to warehousing and 
distribution centre and light industry with ancillary offices 
including signage.

5/03/2013

11/238 99 King St, Mascot Consent for commercial change of use on the ground floor to a 
florist shop and a rear first-floor addition to the residential section 
of the existing semi-detached dwelling/shop.

6/03/2013

12/069 3 Horner Ave, Mascot Consent for demolition of the existing house and removal of one 
street tree and the construction of a new two-storey dwelling, 
in-ground swimming pool, external air-conditioning unit and 
1.15m-high front fence.

6/03/2013

12/107 38A Brighton St, Botany Consent for construction of a detached secondary dwelling 
(granny flat) at the rear of the property under SEPP (Affordable 
Housing) 2009.

6/03/2013

12/160 37 Rolfe St, Rosebery Consent for alterations and additions to an existing dwelling 
house, including a rear first-floor addition.

6/03/2013

12/249 208-210 Coward St, 
Mascot

Consent for strata subdivision of 148 residential units, 2 
commercial units and 16 utility units of DA11/067 (6 to 13 Storey 
mixed residential and commercial development comprising 
148 residential apartments, 2 ground floor commercial suites, 
296 car parking spaces over 3 basement levels and associated 
landscaping works).

6/03/2013

12/188 163 O’Riordan St, Mascot Consent for replacement of two (2) existing illuminated building 
identification signs to provide two (2) new structures to display 
the name from “Corporate Express” to “Staples” to the southern 
and eastern elevations of the commercial building.

6/03/2013

12/011 208-210 Coward St &  
1 John St, Mascot

Civil and landscape works in the public domain areas including 
road widening along John Street, associated with development at 
208-210 Coward St (DA 11/067) and 214-220 Coward St  
(DA 10/314).

11/03/2013

12/109 21 Cowper Ave, 
Pagewood

Alteration and addition to existing single dwelling. 11/03/2013

12/155 16-20 Beachamp Rd, 
Banksmeadow

Replacement of 162 existing timber windows to the Orica Botany 
Heritage Administration Building.

11/03/2013

12/196 1 General Bridges Cres, 
Daceyville

Change of use of the existing two-storey shop-top housing to 
drop-in respite centre for elderly on ground floor and associated 
offices on first floor and internal fit-out.

12/03/2013

12/120 15 O’Connor St, Eastlakes Undertake alteration and addition works including the following:   
Demolish the existing detached single garage located at the 
north-western corner of the subject site; Construct a new 
detached double garage at similar location but larger footprint;  
Widen part of the existing driveway located behind the existing 
dwelling; and Remove two existing palm trees on site.

13/03/2013

12/161 Shop 2, 264 Bunnerong 
Rd, Hillsdale

Additional café use to existing pizza shop including minor 
alterations and additions to shop layout, signage and provision of 
outside dining.

14/03/2013

12/217 4 Westcott St, Eastlakes Demolition of the existing garage and the construction of a 
single-storey rear addition to the existing dwelling, including a 
new uncovered patio and carport.

21/03/2013

12/134 15 Bourke Rd, Mascot Change of use of existing café to create an extension to the 
existing child care facility including outdoor play area enlargement 
and the creation of one additional car park.

25/03/2013

SECTION 96 APPLICATIONS

DA No. Location Application Details Approved on

10/173/02 15 Linden St, Mascot Section 96 Modification 25/03/2013

11/200/02 1421 Botany Rd, Mascot Section 96 Modification 27/03/2013
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WHAT’S ON

SOUTH SYDNEY BIRD SHOW
Saturday May 18 
The South Sydney Avicultural Society will hold its 
annual bird show in the Coronation Hall, Cnr Coward 
Street and Botany Road, Mascot on Saturday May 18. 
This is the 55th bird show and it is open to the 
public from 1pm. Admission is free. More than 800 
birds will be on show and include canaries, fi nches, 
parrots and budgerigars. The breeders love to 
show and talk about their birds, so come along and 
support a local community event. 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORY-TIME 
Wednesday May 22  
The Central Library at Eastgardens is participating 
in the National Simultaneous Story-time on 
Wednesday, May 22 commencing at 11am. Children 
aged three to fi ve, all around Australia, will gather to 
listen to The Wrong Book by Nick Bland. Our library 
staff are looking forward to sharing this wonderful 
Australian tale about friendship with the youngsters 
in our community. It is free, however, bookings are 
essential. Give Candy a call on 93663888.

SAVING LIVES – ORGAN DONATION 
Thursday May 23 
The Prince of Wales Hospital and the Botany 
Bay Rotary Club are holding a talk on Saving 
Lives through organ donation and transplants 
on Thursday, May 23 at 5.30pm in the Edmund 
Blackett Building at the Prince of Wales Hospital. 
If you would like to know more on this topic you 
are welcome to attend, the entry fee is a gold 
coin donation. The evening will be hosted by ABC 
journalist Mark Colvin and Dr Ross Francis from the 
Prince of Wales Hospital.

WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY
Friday May 24 
The annual National Walk Safely to School Day will 
be held on Friday, May 24. The Walk Safely to School 
Day is aimed at encouraging children to be active, 
but at the same time learning about how to use roads 
and public transport safely. Parents, Carers and 
children walking to school on this day are encouraged 
to show their support by wearing the stickers which 
have been distributed to all local schools. It’s a great 
initiative so join with your neighbours, friends and 
family and walk to school on May 24.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ESTABLISHMENT OF ALCOHOL PROHIBITED AREA

L’ESTRANGE PARK – MASCOT

Notice is given that it is the intention of the Council to 
declare the public reserve of L’Estrange Park as Alcohol 
Prohibited Area.

The prohibition will in the fi rst instance be limited to a 
period of one (1) year and operate so as to restrict the 
consumption of and the bringing upon the reserve alcohol 
and alcoholic products between sunset one day and 
sunrise the day following.

In accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act, the Council invites submissions from 
persons and or groups as to why it (the Council) should 
not proceed and declare L’Estrange Park as Alcohol 
Prohibited Area.

Submissions must be in writing and addressed to reach 
the undersigned by the 18 June 2013.

The General Manager, City of Botany Bay,
PO Box 331, MASCOT NSW 1460.

ALCOHOL – FREE ZONE

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW 
ALCOHOL – FREE ZONE MASCOT AREA (No 6)

Notice is given under the provisions of Section 644A of 
the Local Government Act 1993 of the intention of the 
Council to re-establish an Alcohol-Free Zone.

Location of the Alcohol-Free Zone
The proposed area includes the following public places, 
which are in the vicinity of L’Estrange Park, as follows:-

•  The public road of King Street, Mascot (southern side) 
between Hicks Avenue and Sutherland Street;

•  The public road of Sutherland Street (eastern side) 
between King Street and Brussels Street

Period of the Alcohol-Free Zone – One year
The proposal to establish a new Alcohol-Free Zone 
No. 6 at Mascot may be inspected at Council’s 
Administrative Building, 141 Coward Street, Mascot, 
between 8.30am and 4.30pm Monday to Friday from 
the date of publication of this notice through until 
Friday, 14 June 2013.

In accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act, the Council invites representations 
and objections from persons or groups within the area 
of the proposed area of the Alcohol-Free Zone. The 
representations and/or objections must be in writing and 
addressed to the undersigned by the close of business 
on 18 June 2013.

The General Manager, City of Botany Bay, 
PO Box 331, MASCOT NSW 1460.

Inquiries should be directed to: Director – Planning & 
Development on (02) 9366 3552

Lara Kirchner
General Manager

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Do You Want Botany Bay to Remain Independent?
Next week you will receive a letter and a survey seeking your views on the issue 
of Council amalgamations. By now most of you will have read about the State 
Government’s Independent Review that recommends our City merge with the City of 
Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra, and possibly Leichhardt and Marrickville, 
to create a Super Council. When you receive my letter please fi ll in the survey as quickly 
as possible. Simply fi ll it in, pop it into the post box or to my offi ce at Eastgardens. 
No stamp is required. The more responses I receive the more forcefully I can represent 
your views to the Government.

Appointed President of AMAC 
Last week I attended the annual general meeting of the Australian Mayoral Aviation 
Council (AMAC). AMAC is the national organisation of mayors and councillors whose 
local government area include an airport. It’s now twice that I have I stepped into Ron 
Hoenig’s shoes because the conference elected me to the offi ce of President. Ron, our 
former mayor and now Member for Heffron, was a founding member of the organisation 
and had been President for most of AMAC’s 32 year lifespan. Airports come under Federal 
Government jurisdiction. While one council may not infl uence a federal government, 
the voice of many councils from around Australia does. Over the years AMAC has been 
effective in many areas and on a wide range of issues because it is a strong national body 
that brings together people of all political persuasions. I look forward to the challenges 
ahead and continuing to be a strong voice for our community on this very important issue.

Ben Keneally
Mayor

facebook.com/Mayor Ben Keneally               twitter.com/ben_keneally

Council’s Administration Offi ce, 141 Coward Street, Mascot 2020. Telephone: 9366 3666 
Email: council@botanybay.nsw.gov.au or PO Box 331, Mascot, 1460. 
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More than 700 seniors attended the Council’s annual 
Seniors Garden Party held in Sir Joseph Banks Park last 
Sunday. It was a great day with good weather and lots 
laughter. Mayor Ben Keneally welcomed everybody to the 
event and then took the 
opportunity to meet and chat 
with our local seniors. Also 
sharing in the festivities was 
the Member for Maroubra, 
the Hon Michael Daley and 
the Member for Heffron and 
former mayor, Ron Hoenig. 
As the pictures show it 
was a wonderful day and a 
fi tting tribute to the senior 
members of our community.

SENIORS GARDEN PARTY A SUCCESS
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Council’s 2013/14 budget 
Last week Council approved the release of our draft budget for 2013/14 and our long term 
strategic plans for community consultation. Council’s management team has again presented 
a budget that is well balanced, sustainable and keeps us debt free. 

Our Council is fi nancially sound and this budget continues to provide effi cient and effective 
services, maintain our assets including roads and footpaths as well as funding special projects 
and programs. Some of the highlights are featured on this page.

The Draft Budget for 2013/2014 clearly demonstrates that our Council remains very sustainable.

Anti Amalgamation campaign on track
Last week I wrote to over 24,000 residents old enough to vote and enclosed a survey card seeking 
their feedback on the proposal that our City amalgamate with the City of Sydney, Randwick, 
Waverley and Woollahra.

The response has been overwhelming. Within 48 hours we had received over 1000 responses, 
with more than 98% saying No to Amalgamations. If you have responded, I thank you for speaking 
up. If you have yet to respond, please take a minute to do so. Your support is critical. 

I had the opportunity to meet with the Mayors of each of those councils to discuss amalgamations 
and to get their thoughts on the subject. We were unanimous in rejecting the proposed “super 
council” for Sydney. We were united in our commitment to our local communities and are all of the 
view that no-one, especially residents and ratepayers, would benefi t from the proposed merger. 
As leaders in our local community we understand the benefi ts of sharing resources, and in fact we 
do this through the Regional Councils such as the Southern Sydney Region of Councils to which 
our City belongs. Our communities will continue to work together while remaining independent.

Ben Keneally
Mayor

facebook.com/Mayor Ben Keneally               twitter.com/ben_keneally

Council’s Administration Offi ce, 141 Coward Street, Mascot 2020. Telephone: 9366 3666 
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Please complete promptly and drop it into your nearest 

post box. No stamp is needed. Or drop it to the Mayor’s 

Office, Shop 176A Westfield Eastgardens. For further 

information contact the Mayor’s Office on 93663600.

Comments: 

DO YOU WANT THE CITY OF BOTANY 
BAY TO REMAIN INDEPENDENT?

Tick one of the boxes below to have your say.

□ The City of Botany Bay should remain independent

 □  The City of Botany Bay should amalgamate with the 
City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra

Name (optional): 

Address (optional):

NEWS

AMALGAMATION SURVEY UNDERWAY
If you have not received a survey card please call Council on 
9366 3666 or the Mayor’s Offi ce on 9366 3600 and one will be 
mailed to you, alternatively you can pick one up and or fi ll it in at 
Council’s Administration Centre at 141 Coward Street Mascot 
or the Mayor’s Offi ce at Shop 176A Westfi eld Eastgardens.

Please take a moment to complete the survey. This is an extremely important issue and every 
resident should have their say. The more support the Council gets from the community the more 
impact I have when I speak out against the proposals being put forward by the State Government. 

NEWS

DRAFT BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS ENHANCE OUR CITY
The 2013/2014 Draft Budget when adopted in June will ensure traffi c lights are installed at the Bay 
Street and Botany Road intersection. This is an important community issue and Council is prepared 
to fund this project rather than wait years for the State Government to provide the money. 

There is funding for major drainage works to reduce localised fl ooding. 

For our local youngsters and the sporty there are plans to construct two new cricket nets, and money 
has been allocated to develop a design and concept for a full size basketball court and skate park.

Our website will be updated to include online services and apps; and the central library at 
Eastgardens will get a face lift and council will be asking you, the community, for your ideas.

These are just a few of the projects for the next 12 months. To fi nd out more you can view the full 
Draft Budget on our website, at Council’s Administration Offi ce or the Mayor’s Offi ce in Eastgardens.

HAVE YOUR SAY 
The City of Botany Bay’s draft budget is now on exhibition together with Council’s Community 
Strategic Plan (10 year plan) and Council’s Delivery Program (4 year plan).

All documentation can be viewed online at www.botanybay.nsw.gov.au or at Council’s Administration 
Centre, 141 Coward Street, Mascot or the Mayor’s Offi ce, Shop 176A Westfi eld Eastgardens.

Your submissions should be made in writing to the General Manager before noon on June 19, 2013.  
You can post your submissions to PO Box 331, Mascot, 1460 or email to 
council@botanybay.nsw.gov.au clearly marked Draft Budget 2013/14.

CHANGES TO RECYCLING COMING SOON!
Plans to revamp the City’s recycling and clean-up programs are 
major pluses in the 2013/2014 budget. 

Council will replace the current weekly two crate service with a 
fortnightly 240 litre bin co-mingled system. Improved technology 
means it is no longer necessary to separate recyclable products 
kerbside and the bin on wheels will make it easier for many residents 
to manage. 

The budget will also provide funding for the National Garage Sale 
Trail to be held in October to encourage residents to recycle unwanted 
household items such as kitchenware, furniture and clothes. 

WHAT’S ON

GARDENERS ROAD FRESH FOOD MARKET – Every Saturday
Gardeners Road Fresh Food Market is held every Saturday, rain or shine, in the grounds of 
Gardeners Road Public School, Rosebery, from 8am to 2pm. The market showcases fresh produce 
including meat, French bread, cakes, fruit and vegetables, seafood and also includes a variety of 
arts, crafts and food stalls. There is also lots of entertainment for the children.

MORNINGS @ THE MUSEUM – Tuesday May 28
Council’s next Mornings @ the Museum will be held on Tuesday May 28 at 10am in the George 
Hanna Memorial Museum, located in Mascot Library, Hatfi eld Street, Mascot. The discussion topic 
will be “Do you remember the beaches of Botany?” If you have any stories about Botany Bay 
before the construction of the port our curator would love to hear from you. Call Samantha 
on 9366 3802 or email: museum@botanybay.nsw.gov.au

PARENTING WORKHOP – Saturday June 1
Council together with the Deli Community Centre will hold a Parenting Workshop on Saturday 
June 1 in the Central Library at Eastgardens from 9.30am to 4pm. The topic is “Teenager 
Behaviour.” The workshop will help parents identify normal, or acceptable behaviour as well as 
discussing how to manage challenging teenagers and family life. The cost is $20 and includes a 
workbook, morning and afternoon tea and lunch. To book please contact Patrick or Yasmin on 
9366 3889 or email Secimy@botanybay.nsw.gov.au

EASTLAKES COMMUNITY DAY  
Saturday June 15
Council’s next Community Day will be held in 
Eastlakes Reserve, Cnr Evans Avenue and 
Longworth Avenue, Eastlakes from 11am to 1pm. 
Come along and join the fun, meet the Mayor and 
Councillors and enjoy a free sausage sizzle.
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DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

The developments are defined as Integrated Development 
under the provisions of Section 91A of EPAA. Accordingly, 
the developments require controlled activity approvals of 
the NSW Office of Water (within the Department of Primary 
Industry) under the Water Management Act 2000 as the 
works on the subject sites are proposed to enter the 
groundwater. 

Information and plans relating to the proposals will be on 
public exhibition for a minimum period of (30) days from 
05/06/2013 to 05/07/2013 at the Customer Services 
Counter, City of Botany Bay Council Offices, 141 Coward 
Street, Mascot, between the hours of 8.30 a.m. and 4.30 
p.m. Monday to Friday (except public holidays).

Persons wishing to make a submission on the proposals 
should do so in writing to: Director – Planning and 
Development, City of Botany Bay, 141 Coward Street, 
Mascot, NSW 2020. If a submission is made by way of 
objection, the grounds for objection must be specified. Any 
submissions should be made in writing before 4.30 p.m. on 
05/07/2013. Please quote Reference DA No. 2013/56 or 
DA No. 2013/61 in all written correspondence.

Queries in relation to the application may be directed  
to Council’s Development Assessment Department on 
9366 3666. 

Lara Kirchner 
General Manager

The City of Botany Bay is in receipt of a Development 
Application for the proposal described above at  
17 Esplanade, Botany. The City of Botany Bay Council  
is the consent authority.

Information and plans relating to the proposal will be on 
public exhibition for a minimum period of (14) days from 
05/06/2013 to 19/06/2013 at the Customer Services 
Counter, City of Botany Bay Council Offices, 141 Coward 
Street, Mascot, between the hours of 8.30 a.m. and 4.30 
p.m. Monday to Friday (except public holidays).

Persons wishing to make a submission on the proposal 
should do so in writing to: Director – Planning and 
Development, City of Botany Bay, 141 Coward Street, 
Mascot, NSW 2020. If a submission is made by way of 
objection, the grounds for objection must be specified. Any 
submissions should be made in writing before 4.30 p.m. on 
19/06/2013.

Queries in relation to the application may be directed to 
Council’s Development Assessment Department on  
9366 3666. Please quote Reference DA No. 2004/569/06 
in all written correspondence. 

Lara Kirchner 
General Manager

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Clean up changes on the way
Further improvements to our City’s waste collection services are on the way. From 
July 1 2013 all residents will be able to pre-book two free clean-up services a year.  
This means you, the resident, will determine when you need, or wish, to use the  
clean-up service.

It will be simple, you will ring council on 9366 3666, ask to book in a clean-up and we 
will give you the first available date. Then the night before your pre-booked date you 
will leave your rubbish out on the nature strip as normal and Council will collect it.  

The pre-booked service will benefit both residents and council. I am confident it will 
help keep our streets much cleaner and deter illegal dumping. Residents will continue 
to have four clean ups each year, two Council scheduled clean-ups and two pre-
booked clean-ups of your choosing. 

You will shortly be receiving full details of the service in your letterbox. Keep a look 
out for the postcard flyer with the council emblem. 

Amalgamation surveys coming in 
I know thousands of our residents have already responded to my amalgamation letter, 
but if you haven’t I urge you to keep those survey cards coming in. I have sent out 
more than 24,000 and I love to see all of you have your say. If you haven’t received 
one, or have misplaced it give my office a call and I will pop one in the post to you, or 
you can call into the office and fill one in.  

Our thoughts are with Reggie 
My prayers and thoughts, and those of our community, are with my Deputy Mayor 
George Glinatsis and his wife Maria following the sudden passing of Maria’s sister, 
Sophia last week. Our community will know Sophia as the wife of Charlie Galico aka 
Reggie Rabbit, the wonderful Rabbitohs mascot. Sophia, a dedicated fan, will be 
sadly missed.

Ben Keneally 
Mayor
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INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS NOTICE 
OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 13/56

Premises

13A Church Avenue Mascot

Applicant

S & A & S Mohebbaty 

Proposal

The proposal seeks consent for the demolition of 
the existing building and the construction of a twelve 
(12) storey residential flat building containing eighty 
(80) apartments and the construction of a multi-level 
basement car park containing 135 car parking spaces

NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 13/61

Premises

90-92 Bay Street, Botany

Applicant

Tony Owen Partners 

Proposal

The proposal seeks consent for the demolition of existing 
structures and construction of a six (6) storey residential 
flat building containing thirty-eight (38) units plus seven 
(7) townhouses and 97 basement car parking spaces

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT 
ACT, 1979 “DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL” NOTICE OF 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 2004/569/06

Premises

17 Esplanade, Botany

Applicant

SSRB Developments 

Proposal

Section 96 (1A) Application to modify Development 
Consent No. 04/569 as follows: 
•		Change	to	layout	in	Building	3	on	first,	second	and	

third floor levels
•	Addition	of	3	more	units	to	Building	3	
•		Addition	of	2	x	high-level	windows	to	each	typical	

upper floor at the northern end of Building 3
•		Addition	of	one	visitor’s	parking	space	
•		Rotate	the	Lift	to	Building	3	by	90o to enable the above 

planning amendments 
•		Change	the	fire	stair	to	Building	3	into	an	external	stair	

to enable the above planning amendments and for 
BCA compliance

•		Amend	the	approved	landscaping	drawings
•		Increase	the	setback	of	Building	2	from	2.78m	to	3m	

at the rear western side boundary
•		Provide	concrete	upturn	balustrades	in	lieu	of	glass	to	

eastern elevation to Building 1
•		Incorporate	additional	design	changes	to	meet	BCA	/

Australian Standard requirements as highlighted within 
the Summary of Section 96 Amendments

•		Raise	the	Basement	level	200mm	(top	of	lift	over-run	to	
20.32m AHD to Building 3).

PUBLIC MEETING

PUBLIC NOTICES

SHOP AWNING SAFETY
In the coming weeks those persons who own 
buildings that support shop awnings will be formally 
asked in writing to have those awnings inspected 
for reasons of public safety.

The safety of shop awnings will be an on going 
matter and arose from reported fatalities following 
the collapse of shop awnings that extended over 
the public footpath.

It will be therefore necessary for building owners 
following notice from Council to engage a 
Professional Engineer and have that person assess 
the awnings structural soundness. 

NOTICE TO OWNERS OF SWIMMING POOLS
Please be advised that as part of a State wide 
campaign to raise awareness to the safety of swimming 
pools and in particular backyard swimming pools, it is 
a requirement that all swimming pools be inspected to 
ensure they are “child safe”.

The first step in this process is that all owners of 
land that contain a swimming pool must register the 
existence of the pool on-line at:
www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au

On-line registration is available until the 29th October 
this year. Residents without access to on-line 
registration may as an alternative do so at Council’s 
Administration Building during normal office hours.

ILLEGAL DUMPING
The City of Botany Bay has devised a strategy to respond to the growing problem of 
Illegal dumping in the city, particularly in the Hillsdale and Eastlakes areas.

Council would like to meet with interested persons, particularly members of the  
Body Corporate, Strata Managers or Managing Agents of flats, town houses or 
rented properties.

If you are interested in attending a meeting to discuss council’s strategy and learn 
how you can help please register your name and contact details with Council by 
phoning 93663552 or emailing: postillb@botanybay.nsw.gov.au
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Council has recently prepared new planning controls for the City of Botany Bay, known as the draft Botany Bay 
Development Control Plan (BBDCP) 2013. The new comprehensive Development Control Plan will create one DCP for 
the City of Botany Bay, consistent with the requirements of the Environmental Planning &Assessment Act 1979. The draft 
BBDCP 2013 will supplement the statutory planning and development controls of the Botany Bay Local Environmental 
Plan 2013 and State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) (Port Botany and Port Kembla) 2013. The draft Botany Bay 
Development Control Plan 2013 applies to all land within the City of Botany Bay, except for the following sites:

•	 BATA	Site	–	Lot	1	DP	776089,	128	Bunnerong	Road,	Pagewood;
•	 26	Tupia	Street,	Botany;	and	
•	 2,	4,	10,	12,	16	and	18	Macintosh	Street	and	862,	864,	866	and	868	Botany	Road,	Mascot.	

Council	resolved	on	22	May	2013	to	publicly	exhibit	the	draft	BBDCP	2013	in	accordance	with	Section	18	of	Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
The draft BBDCP 2013 and any relevant local environmental plan or deemed environmental planning 
instrument, will be on public exhibition from Tuesday 2 July 2013 to Friday 23 August 2013 at Council’s 
Administration Centre, Ground Floor, 141 Coward Street Mascot, from 8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday. 
For the purpose of informing the public generally, the Council will also have exhibition materials on display on Council’s 
website	(http://www.botanybay.nsw.gov.au),	at	Mascot	Library	(Hatfield	Street,	Mascot)	and	the	Central	Library	(Westfield	
Shoppingtown,	Banks	Avenue,	Eastgardens).	Library	hours	are	available	on	Council’s	website.	However,	the	exhibition	
material at these locations and on the website is not the full statutory exhibition.

Making a submission
Any person can make a submission/s in writing in regards to the provisions of the draft BBDCP 2013. Submissions must be 
lodged with Council no later than 4.30pm on Friday 23 August and	should	be	addressed	to	the	General	Manager,	City	of	
Botany	Bay	and	posted	to	PO	Box	331,	Mascot,	1460;	or	Faxed	to	9366	3777	or	emailed	to:	council@botanybay.nsw.gov.au

Lara Kirchner 
General Manager

DEvELOPmENT aPPLICaTIONS

a mESSaGE FROm THE maYOR

Community Day at Grace Campbell Reserve another success
Our Community Day which took place in Grace Campbell Reserve on Saturday was 
a great success. Before proceeding with the event Council conducted independent 
tests on soil samples from the playground. Consistent with other tests by the EPA, 
these showed no evidence of contaminants above the Health Investigation Level. 
These results are available to view at the Mayoral Office. Special thanks to the EPA for 
coming down on Saturday to provide information about their work in our city. Thanks 
also to the SES volunteers, our local Police Officers from Mascot Station and all of our 
local residents who came down to spend the day at Hillsdale. Our next Community 
Day will be on Saturday 3 August at L’Estrange Park, Mascot. I hope to see you there.

Amalgamation Survey – the results are in
The survey of residents on the proposal to amalgamate the City of Botany Bay has 
now closed. An impressive 6,867 survey cards were returned with 6,588 declaring 
that we should remain independent. Only 279 voters supported the amalgamation 
proposal. Thank you to everyone who took part in the survey. The high response rate 
and overwhelming support for continued independence means that I - and my fellow 
councillors - are definitely on the right track as we speak out on your behalf. With your 
support, I will continue to oppose amalgamations and the creation of “super councils.”

Increase in commuters at Mascot Station raises pedestrian safety issues
The number of commuters using Mascot Station has increased dramatically from 3,000 
a day in 2011 to over 12,000. This is great news and Council welcomes and encourages 
residents and workers to use public transport as much as possible. However, the 
increase in pedestrian traffic has raised a number of safety issues and Council is now 
exploring a number of options to improve pedestrian safety. The first step will be to 
install a pedestrian crossing across John Street near the Bourke Street intersection.

Ben Keneally 
Mayor
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PuBLIC ExhIBITIon oF DRAFT CoMPREhEnSIvE BoTAny BAy  
DEvELoPMEnT ConTRoL PLAn 2013

EnvIRonMEnTAL PLAnnInG AnD ASSESSMEnT ACT, 1979 “DEvELoPMEnT PRoPoSAL” 
noTICE oF DEvELoPMEnT APPLICATIon no. 2011/177/02
PREMISES: 283 King Sreet Mascot
APPLICAnT:  ooh!media c/- urban Concepts 
PRoPoSAL:  Section 96(2) Application to modify Development Consent no. 2011/177 to alter the 

cosmetic treatment and upgrading of the facade of the existing advertising structure

noTICE oF DEvELoPMEnT APPLICATIon no. 2013/110/02/1

PREMISES: 41 Boussole Road, Daceyville
APPLICAnT:  Ms J Bell
PRoPoSAL:  Construct an outbuilding at the rear of the dwelling to accommodate a study, shed and 

storage area.
The City of Botany Bay is in receipt of Development Applications for the proposals described above at 283 King 
Sreet Mascot and 41 Boussole Road, Daceyville. Council is the consent authority.

Information	and	plans	relating	to	the	proposals	will	be	on	public	exhibition	for	a	minimum	period	of	(14)	days	from	
17/07/2013	to	31/07/2013	at	the	Customer	Services	Counter,	City	of	Botany	Bay	Council	Offices,	141	Coward	Street,	
Mascot,	between	the	hours	of	8.30	a.m.	and	4.30	p.m.	Monday	to	Friday	(except	public	holidays).

Persons	wishing	to	make	a	submission	should	do	so	in	writing	to:	Director	–	Planning	and	Development,	City	of	
Botany	Bay,	141	Coward	Street,	Mascot,	NSW	2020	before	4.30	p.m.	on	31/07/2013. If a submission is an objection, 
the	grounds	for	objection	must	be	specified.	Please	quote	Reference	DA no. 2011/177/02 or  
DA no. 2013/110/01 in all written correspondence. For further information, contact Council’s Development 
Assessment	Department	on	9366	3666.	

Lara Kirchner 
General Manager

DEvELOPmENT aPPLICaTION

“InTEGRATED DEvELoPMEnT SECTIon 96(1A) APPLICATIon”  
DA 11/160/03
PREMISES: 15 Bourke St, Mascot
PRoPoSAL: Section 96(1A) Application to modify Development Consent no. 11/160 to:
	 •	 amend	the	layout	of	the	bus	bay	and	shelter	area
	 •	 increase	the	amount	of	landscaping	along	Bourke	Road	and
	 •	 change	a	select	number	of	DA	consent	conditions.	
APPLICAnT: Capital Corporation Pty Ltd

Council	has	received	a	Section	96(1A)	Application	to	modify	Development	Consent	no.	11/160	
as described above.

The	original	development	was	defined	as	integrated	development	under	the	provisions	of	
Section 91 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979. Accordingly, the 
modification	requires	the	approval	of	NSW	Roads	and	Maritime	Services	as	the	proposal	
involves an amendment to a bus lay-by on Bourke Street.

Information and plans relating to the proposal will be on public exhibition for a minimum period 
of (30) days from 17/07/2013 to 16/08/2013, at the Customer Services Counter, City of Botany 
Bay	Council	Offices,	141	Coward	Street,	Mascot,	between	the	hours	of	 
8.30	a.m.	and	4.30	p.m.	Monday	to	Friday	(except	public	holidays).

Persons	wishing	to	make	a	submission	should	do	so	in	writing	to:	Director	–	Planning	and	
Development,	City	of	Botany	Bay,	141	Coward	Street,	Mascot,	NSW	2020	before	4.30pm	on	
16/08/2013.	If	a	submission	is	an	objection,	the	grounds	for	objection	must	be	specified.	Please	
quote	Reference	DA no. 2011/160/03 in all written correspondence. For further information, 
contact	Council’s	Development	Assessment	Department	on	9366	3666.

Lara Kirchner 
General Manager 

Six a Side Soccer

Men, women, mixed, girls and boys divisions.  
Play on the amazing cushioned, synthetic surface –  
never rained out! Referees,insurance, registration, and an end of season BBQ all for under $10 a match.  
To reserve a place in the competition visit: www.botanybay.nsw.gov.au

Hensley athletic Field
September - december 2013
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ON EXHIBITION

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT 1979 
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 13/267
PREMISES: 46 Coward Street, Mascot
APPLICANT:  Beraldo Design
PROPOSAL: Partial demolition of existing structures and construction of a two-storey 
plus attic multi-dwelling development consisting of a refurbishment to the ground floor 
retail shop and construction of one (1) one-bedroom unit above the shop and two (2) two-
bedroom attached townhouses to the rear fronting Gordon Street

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 13/272
PREMISES: 49 Stephen Road, Botany
APPLICANT:  Nuplex Industries (Aust) Ltd
PROPOSAL: Installation of a 48-tonne liquid nitrogen tank

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 13/274
PREMISES: 1 General Bridges Crescent, Daceyville
APPLICANT:  Sydney Multicultural Community Services
PROPOSAL: Change of use and fit-out for a café including signage. (The proposed 
development is located within the Daceyville Heritage Conservation Area.)

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 13/277
PREMISES: 16 / 19A Baker Street, Banksmeadow
APPLICANT:  Tori Holdings Pty Ltd
PROPOSAL: Construction and Strata subdivision of four (4) two-storey (12m height) 
industrial units, erection of signage and use of industrial units for the processing and 
packaging of soy products

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 14/001
PREMISES: 48-50 Beauchamp Road, Hillsdale
APPLICANT:  Beauchamp Developments Pty Ltd
PROPOSAL: Demolition of existing structures and construction of nine (9) two-storey 
townhouses and basement car parking
The City of Botany Bay is in receipt of Development Applications seeking consent for the 
proposals described above. The City of Botany Bay is the consent authority.

Information and plans relating to the proposals will be on public exhibition for a minimum 
period of fourteen (14) days from 22/01/2014 to 05/02/2014 at the Customer Services 
Counter, City of Botany Bay Council Offices, 141 Coward Street, Mascot, between the hours 
of 8.30am and 4.30pm, Monday to Friday (except public holidays).

Persons wishing to make a submission on any proposal should do so in writing to: Director – 
Planning and Development, City of Botany Bay, 141 Coward Street, Mascot, NSW 2020 before 
4.30pm on 05/02/2014. If a submission is an objection, the grounds for objection must be 
specified. Please quote Reference DA No. 2013/267 or DA No. 2013/272 or DA No. 2013/274 
or DA No. 2013/277 or DA No. 2014/001 in all written correspondence. For further information, 
contact Council’s Development Assessment Department on 9366 3666 

Lara Kirchner 
General Manager

mEssagE frOm THE mayOr

Local Government Review Panel Releases Final Report
Residents have been contacting my office concerned about the 

release of the final paper by the Local Government Review Panel. Community members remain 
concerned about talk of amalgamations with the City of Sydney and surrounding councils.  
I am in the process of carefully reviewing the contents of the report and its recommendations, 
however based on my initial reading there is nothing new. Last year our residents made their 
views clear by responding to my survey with a resounding 96.2 percent stating we should remain 
independent. With your support I, and my Councillors, remain opposed to any amalgamation.

Sign the M20 petition
Together with our local State Member Michael Daley, we are campaigning to have the State 
Government to extend the M20 bus service. The service currently stops at Botany but would 
benefit the Community better if the route is extended to Banksmeadow. There is a petition in my 
office so please call in and sign it. If you would like a copy mailed to you call my office on 9366 3600 
and I will post one out to you.  When completed simply drop it in the post. No stamp required. 

Footpath Maintenance
Did you know that Council is responsible for the monitoring and maintenance of more than 265 
kilometres of footpaths throughout the city?  This is equal to driving to Lake Macquarie and back.  
Our footpath teams work nonstop throughout the year repairing and replacing our footpaths.  
If residents see a footpath that needs attention please do not hesitate to contact my office and 
let me know. 265 kilometres is a lot to keep track of and the more help we have the better our 
streets will be. 

Botany Shops Upgrade on Exhibition
Council is looking at ways to improve the amenity and parking provisions of the Botany shopping 
precinct. The plans are on exhibition both at Council’s Administration Centre in Coward Street 
and my office in Eastgardens. Getting feedback and input from our residents is important so if 
you can spare some time drop by and let me know what you think. The plans can also be viewed 
on our website www.botanybay.nsw.gov.au

Ben Keneally 
Mayor

WHaT’s ON

Citizenship Ceremony
On Sunday 26 January Council will welcome 104 new Australian citizens at a special 
ceremony held in the function area at Botany Pool.  Following the official ceremony the 
new citizens will be treated to lots of Australian music and an Aussie BBQ.

Exhibition at Museum
“Botany and the Bay” is still on exhibition at the George Hanna Museum, located within 
the Mascot Library, 2 Hatfield Street, Mascot. This exhibition explores the City’s changing 
relationship with the Botany Bay and there are some really great photos from the early 
1930s and some great stories from residents.

Girls Night Out – Every Friday
Every Friday from 4pm to 7pm is “Girls Night” at the Eastlakes Youth Centre held in the 
Alf Kay Eastlakes Community Centre, Florence Avenue, Eastlakes.  Young ladies between 
12 and 18 years can come along make new friends, hang out or join in the various 
workshops and classes on offer such as Nail Art and Make-up or public speaking tips and 
leadership skills.  
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Visit from our Sister City
The Mayor and Councillors welcomed a small delegation of four from Gaiarine, Italy, last 
week.  Gaiarine and the City of Botany Bay have been sister cities since 1982. During 
the ordinary meeting of Council the Mayor Ben Keneally presented the delegation with 
a framed Message of Greeting from our City to theirs.  Former Gaiarine Mayor, Vittorino 
Fantuz presented Mayor Keneally with a letter from the current Mayor of Gaiarine Mario 
Cappellotto.

Deputy Mayor Steps Down
After 20 years Deputy Mayor George Glinatsis has stepped down from the role. Councillor 
Glinatsis informed Council last Wednesday that he felt it was time to relinquish the title, 
however, he was still committed to serving Council and working tirelessly for his constituents 
in Ward 1 and the residents of our great City. I thank Cr Glinatsis for the outstanding job he 
has done as Deputy Mayor over the last 20 years. It is not an easy role to fill, but it is a role 
Cr Glinatsis carried out with great pride and integrity. Cr Glinatsis will remain a very important 
member of council representing his ward and serving on various committees.
Councillor Stan Kondilios was elected as our new Deputy Mayor. Councillor Kondilios’ 
experience and knowledge as a lawyer, practicing in the environmental and planning fields, is 
an asset to Council. I look forward to working more closely with him in the coming months as 
my deputy.
Amalgamations still on the agenda
This week I call on the Baird Government to come clean about their intentions on 
amalgamations. The Government is currently forcing councils to spend much needed funds to 
conduct polls and information campaigns without clearly stating whether they intend to listen 
to the people or just ignore the information and force councils to amalgamate.
I have called on the Premier to outline the Government’s policy and seek a formal mandate 
at the upcoming election in March. If the Government intends to force amalgamations on 
Councils without popular support, then it should have the decency to admit that to the people.  
I will continue to make sure that local democracy is preserved and that the City of Botany Bay 
remains independent.
Youth Leadership Forum
Council will host a Youth Leadership Forum at Botany Town Hall during May. The focus of 
the forum will be Our Country and will include discussion on our national values, identity, 
reconciliation and the future of our nation. Expressions of Interest are being sort from 
individuals aged 17 years to 23 years who either reside or attend school within the City of 
Botany Bay who would like to participate. This is an exciting new initiative which I look forward 
to being involved with. If you want to know more call my office on 9366 3600.
Ben Keneally 
Mayor

NEWS

 facebook.com/Mayor Ben Keneally           twitter.com/MayorKeneally                        mayor@botanybay.nsw.gov.auEMAIL

mESSagE from thE mayor

Our City’s new Deputy Mayor Cr Stan 
Kondilios with former long serving 
Deputy, Cr George Glinatsis

oN EXhIBItIoN

BREAKFAST  
WITH THE 
MAYOR

Join the Botany Bay Business Enterprise 
Centre for breakfast with City of Botany Bay 
Mayor Ben Keneally.
Mayor Keneally is leading an ambitious project 
that will transform the City of Botany Bay. 
Council is working closely with local residents 
and the business community to develop a 
coherent vision that we can work towards 
over the next 25 years. Don’t miss out on 
the opportunity to meet the Mayor and hear 
Council’s vision for our City and share yours. 
COST: $55 INC. GST PER PERSON. 
BOOK NOW AT: eo@botanybec.com.au or 
www.stickytickets.com.au/23006

WEDNESDAY  
25 FEBRUARY 2015
THE LAKES GOLF CLUB
CNR KING STREET AND  
VERNON AVENUE MASCOT
7:00AM - 9:00AM

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT, 1979

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION No. 14/308/1

APPLICANT: Zetland Developments

PREMISES: 1364-1366 Botany Road Botany

PROPOSAL: Integrated Development Application for the demolition of existing 
structures on site and construction of a mixed use development comprising of three 
(3) ground floor retail shops and twenty two (22) residential units with basement car 
parking for 39 vehicles, and associated landscaping.

DA No. 14/308/1 defined as integrated development under the provisions of Section 91 
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, the development requires 
an approval of NSW Office of Water under the Water Management Act 2000 to permit 
dewatering on site.

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION No. 14/318/1

APPLICANT: Krikis Tayler Architects

SITE: 278 Bunnerong Road Hillsdale

PROPOSAL: Construction of two apartment buildings containing 69 units, basement, 
car parking for 128 vehicles and associated tree removal and landscape works. 

Information and plans relating to the proposals will be on public exhibition until 06/03/2015 
at the Customer Services Counter, City of Botany Bay Council, 141 Coward Street, Mascot, 
between the hours of 8.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
and Central Library Eastgardens Ground Floor, Westfield Shoppingtown, Banks Ave, 
Eastgardens Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays: 10am to 6pm, Thursdays: 
10am to 8pm, Saturdays: 9.30am to 4pm, Sundays & Public Holidays: Closed. Persons 
wishing to make a submission should do so in writing to: Director – City Planning & 
Environment, City of Botany Bay, 141 Coward Street, Mascot, NSW 2020. If a submission is 
an objection, the grounds for objection must be specified.  Please quote the Development 
Application number in all written correspondence and must be received by Council 
on or before 06/03/2015.  For further information, contact Council’s City Planning and 
Environment Department on 9366 3666. 

L Kirchner
General Manager

Chinese New Year Celebrations
Council is happy to be a major sponsor of the Chinese Noodle Markets being planned for 
Dacey Gardens, Daceyvile, on Saturday 21 February 2015 from 4pm to 9pm to celebrate 
Chinese New Year. This is a first for our community and our neighbours and it is shaping 
up to be a great night.
There are still stalls available for hire for a nominal fee. If you are interested please contact 
Trent 0408 673 930.
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Mayoral Minutes
MAYORAL MINUTE NO 10 
 
      Meeting 28 November 2012  
 
3.  Proposed Council Amalgamations 
The last week saw the release of yet another review paper from the State 
Government.  
 
The Local Government Independent Review Panel released a paper entitled 
“The Case for Sustainable Change”.  I’m pleased they didn’t think there was a 
case for unsustainable change.  
 
The paper makes interesting reading.  It endorses the benefits of a popularly 
elected Mayor with true executive authority, much as we already have in 
Botany Bay.  It acknowledges that the challenges and opportunities for local 
government vary dramatically across the state and that “one size fits all” is no 
solution.  Surprisingly, the paper spends almost no effort on questions of how 
to improve democratic accountability for Councils.  Like most bureaucratic 
documents it seems to regard the notion of democratic accountability with 
suspicion.  
 
The section on boundaries and amalgamation is rather unsatisfactory. It 
makes unsourced claims that efficiency and innovation will be improved 
through amalgamations, despite extensive academic literature that finds the 
benefits are very limited above a certain minimum efficient scale, and that 
most differences in performance above that point can be explained by 
differences in leadership and management.  
 
Let me make clear my beliefs on this matter:  Given the current service 
delivery and regulatory responsibilities of Council there is no benefit to be 
gained for our residents from amalgamation. 
 
Indeed, local communities will only suffer from more remote decision making 
with less real understanding of local concerns. Government here in the City of 
Botany Bay is very local. And it works better because of that.  
 
Now, there is a case to be made that a broader range of government services 
could be delivered more effectively by local government.  That’s what happens 
in many international jurisdictions.  There is a case to be made that these 
additional services can be better delivered by larger local governments. But 
we have seen no proposals along these lines from the State Government.  
 
On the back of this Case for Change paper, many have started to speculate 
that the State Government is planning a round of forced Council 
amalgamations.  Of course, with this government you know that any 
amalgamations will be based on politics rather than on policy.   
 
In our local region we already have unedifying evidence that the Liberal Party 
is seeking to use amalgamations to further their own partisan cause.  In a 
concerted effort across Randwick, Woollahra and Waverley Councils, Liberal 
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members have indicated their support for merging those three areas.  Of 
course they haven’t even spoken to the fourth Council in this region about their 
plans.  This time it’s not that they look down their Tory noses at our area – 
rather it’s about a naked political calculation – it’s about furthering their own 
party interests and not including a Labor voting area in their planned Eastern 
Suburbs Super Council.  
 
Well here in Botany Bay we put community interests first.  There is no benefit 
for our residents in an Eastern Suburbs Super Council.  We have excellent 
community assets and no debt.  We have highly responsive and accountable 
Councillors in our highly democratic system of one Councillor per ward.  Any 
amalgamation would put all this at risk.  
 
Without a genuine commitment to devolving more service delivery 
responsibility to local government, there is no point talking about 
amalgamation.  
 
I move this minute be adopted. 
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   MAYORAL MINUTE NO 11 

Extraordinary Meeting 13 December 2012     
  

 
Local Government Reform 

At the last meeting of Council we made our views clear on the State Government’s 
report on the future of Local Government.  However, it appears from recent reports 
that the Liberal Government will move quickly next year to force amalgamations.  
Indeed a motion recently moved by Liberal and Green Councillors at Randwick 
Council shows they are eager to obtain our assets but not to represent our residents. 

To ensure our residents are treated fairly and with respect by the State Government, 
we must clearly state that our policy is as follows:- 

i. The interests of our residents must come first in any consideration of Local 
Government amalgamation. 

ii. Without a proposal that includes substantial reform to the role of State and 
Local Governments, there is no case that service levels to our residents will 
be enhanced through amalgamation, indeed the opposite is likely. 

iii. Council to urgently write to the Premier and the Minister for Local 
Government to ascertain if they remain committed to their pre-election 
promise that there will be no forced amalgamations.   

iv. Unless the government provides a prompt, absolute and unequivocal 
commitment that they will not pursue forced amalgamation, then the City of 
Botany Bay Council will provide residents with a voice through a poll to be 
held on 2 March 2013, under section 14 of the Local Government Act as 
follows: 

"14.A council may take a poll of electors for its information and 
guidance on any matter" 

 
I move this minute be adopted.   
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 02 
 
                 Meeting 27th February 2013  
 
1. Amalgamation Threat and Council’s Response 
 
The drumbeat for forced Council amalgamations is growing.  
 
I met with the Independent Panel members at a SSROC event last week. It 
was clear from discussions that the Panel is committed to recommending 
amalgamations.  This is despite a complete lack of evidence that size has any 
impact on efficiency, strategic capability or resident satisfaction in local 
government.  The Panel indicated that a draft report containing recommended 
new boundaries will be released to the public in the third week of April.  The 
Panel also indicated that they would be making recommendations regarding 
the processes required to achieve amalgamations and left open the possibility 
this could include forced amalgamations.  
 
The State Government remains non-committal on whether it will maintain its 
commitment to no forced amalgamations following the completion of the 
report. 
 
Based on community feedback to me and to other members of Council, and 
on historical responses when amalgamation has been promoted in the past, I 
have no doubt that the local community will be opposed to any proposed 
amalgamation.  
 
My concern is that they may not get a say.  
 
We need to be ready to act to ensure that the community has a voice in this 
process.  
 
This Mayoral Minute therefore authorises the following actions: 
 

1. The Mayor to use his Mayoral column to alert the community to this 
threat  

2. The preparation of a mail out to all residents and ratepayers to be sent 
immediately on the release of the draft Panel report, containing 
information on the recommendations regarding the City of Botany Bay 
and a postage paid card that allows residents and ratepayers to sign a 
petition against amalgamation of the City of Botany Bay  

3. The commencement of preparations to hold a poll of all electors in the 
City of Botany Bay on the question of amalgamations, ideally timed to 
coordinate with other Councils  

4. The obtaining of any legal advice and opinions relating to this matter  
 
I move that this Minute be received. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 3 
 
          Meeting 23 April 2013  
 
 
1. Metropolitan Mayors’ Association 
 
On 10 April 2013 I met with Mayors or Delegates from 14 Sydney metropolitan councils at a 
forum hosted by the City of Canterbury to discuss the formation of a new peak body to 
represent the common interests of councils in the Sydney Metropolitan Area. 
 
The forum expressed concern over the effectiveness of Local Government Association 
NSW in its advocacy role and consultation with and on behalf of Sydney Metropolitan 
councils in a number of important areas, including Planning Reform, the Independent 
Review of Local Government, currently being conducted, the foreshadowed early 
intervention legislation and the Review of the Local Government Act. 
 
The consensus of the forum was that Sydney Metropolitan Mayors should form an 
association that would focus on the Sydney metropolitan area and collaborate and consult 
with the Federal and NSW Governments to represent the common and emerging issues 
affecting councils in the Sydney metropolitan area on the future of this region. We noted 
that rural Councils are already represented via the Country Mayors’ Association.  
 
The new body would be known as the Metropolitan Mayors’ Association (MMA). 
The Forum agreed: 
 

1. The Councils of the Sydney metropolitan area share many common interests, 
including planning systems and regulations, infrastructure issues, economic 
development and the regulation of the local government sector. 

2. The Councils of the Sydney metropolitan area want an efficient, consultative, cost 
effective and member focused organisation to coordinate action and advocacy on 
matters of shared interest. 

 
The 14 Councils being broadly representative of NSROC, SHOROC and SSROC at the 
meeting agreed to submit a Mayoral Minute to their next available Council meeting seeking 
a resolution for the purpose of forming the MMA. 
 
Canterbury City Council (SSROC) has agreed to write to all Councils in Metropolitan 
Sydney encouraging them to consider becoming a member of the Metropolitan Mayors’ 
Association and to coordinate responses. Subject to receipt of responses, an inaugural 
meeting of the MMA will occur as soon as practicable. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
1. That Council support the formation and membership of a Sydney Metropolitan 

Mayors’ Association and advise Canterbury City Council of this decision. 
 
I move this minute be adopted. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 5 

Meeting 26 June 2013 
 
2. Amalgamation Update 
 
I continue to work to keep the City of Botany Bay independent.  
 
Mayors from six council areas, including the City of Botany Bay, have joined together to 
oppose the O’Farrell Government’s call for the proposed “Global City” merger. These 
councils are Botany Bay, City of Sydney, Leichardt, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra.  
 
The Councils have developed a joint submission that highlights the need for our six councils 
to remain independent.  
 
Survey Cards from residents continue to be received at my office. As of Friday 21 June, 6,415 
have called for the City of Botany to remain Independent and 256 to amalgamate. So far 
almost one third of all cards have been returned, with an impressive 96.2 percent of these 
voting against amalgamation.  
 
The strong results from the amalgamation survey demonstrate that our community 
overwhelmingly supports the City of Botany Bay to remain independent.  
 
The next step in our campaign will be to draw attention to the outstanding issue of county 
councils. The Independent Local Government Review Panel’s paper Twenty Essential Steps 
Future Directions for NSW Local Government released in April 2013 explores the potential to 
establish county councils.  
 
I believe that the proposed County Councils represent a “stealth amalgamation” agenda. The 
panel’s report says “the Local Government Act already contains flexible provision in relation 
to the establishment and operation of County Councils.  With a few minor amendments, 
those provisions can be used to create the type of organisation the Panel has in mind”.  
 
In reality, this would completely undercut the role of local councils. They would become 
powerless and meaningless. Amalgamation would be accomplished by stealth. This approach 
must be resisted.  
 
The Panel writes “Stronger regional governance must be a central plank of local government 
reform”. The report goes on to say “ROCs (Regional Organisations of Councils) have played a 
valuable role in regional advocacy and shared service delivery, but they are rarely strong in 
both”. The Panel concludes “not all councils are members of ROCs, their performance is 
patchy and they tend to wax and wane”.  
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The Panel’s position on Regional Organisations of Councils, much like their position on local 
government in general, is based on assumptions, generalisations and fabrications. Not once 
do they offer any evidence for their alarmingly broad claims.  
 
As Councillors are aware the City of Botany Bay is part of the South Sydney Regional 
Organisation of Councils (SSROC). SSROC arranges inter-council procurement and co-
ordinates services for sixteen local government areas, providing services for more than 1.4 
million residents in Sydney.  
 
SSROC had a 2011/12 Budget of approximately $2.5 million, including both revenue and 
expenditure. SSROC undertakes contracts on a regional basis and through these contracts 
has achieved significant savings for member councils. These savings amount to $20.7 million 
per annum, with an estimated $105 million in savings over the past 10 years.  
 
The continuing strong performance of SSROC and of the City of Botany Bay, demonstrates 
why well managed councils, regardless of size, can reap the benefits of Regional 
Organisations of Councils without the disadvantages of wholesale amalgamation or county 
councils.  
 
I move this minute be adopted. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 8 

Meeting 25 September 2013 
 

 
3. One year of serving the community 

 
Local Government is a unique and essential tier of our Government.  No 
other branch of Government is as open and accessible to its 
constituents.  Local Councillors are expected to be familiar with the 
minutiae of their ward.  I know of no other Government officials who 
publish their mobile numbers and encourage constituents to call them! 
 
This month we mark twelve months since the 2012 Local Government 
Elections.  Twelve months ago the people of the City of Botany Bay 
overwhelmingly endorsed the work of my predecessor Ron Hoenig and 
chose myself and you, my fellow Councillors, to serve as their chosen 
representatives.  Since then we have had a busy twelve months 
delivering for our community.  
 
The most significant development has been the ongoing campaign 
against amalgamations.  The survey we undertook with our residents 
was a resounding success and showed that we are on the right track.  In 
total 6,965 survey forms were returned. This represents a response rate 
of 24%.  In total 6,692 residents or about 96% indicated they would 
prefer that the City of Botany Bay remain independent, while only 283 
residents indicated they would prefer that the City of Botany Bay was 
amalgamated. The high response rate and overwhelming support for 
continued independence demonstrate the strong support for the City of 
Botany Bay in our local community. I will continue to work to ensure that 
the City of Botany Bay remains independent.  
 
On 1 July 2013 the Botany Bay Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2013 
came into effect. The LEP establishes planning provisions for land within 
the City of Botany Bay under section 33A of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979.  The LEP aims to guide and encourage 
sustainable economic growth and development, identify and conserve 
heritage items of environmental and cultural significance. The LEP will 
create a liveable urban space through the promotion of design 
excellence in all elements of the built environment and protect 
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residential amenity. The LEP also designates which land within our city 
can be used for Residential and other purposes. 
 
In 2013 Council has developed the Draft City of Botany Bay Development 
Control Plan (DCP). So far a number of submissions have been received 
to the DCP including those from government agencies, constituents and 
businesses. Council is presently in the process of reviewing submissions. 
The Draft DCP reinforces Council’s Commitment to providing new 
housing stock in our community.  Over the past six years Council has 
approved over three thousand new units in our local government area. 
Over the past year approvals for new developments in the City of Botany 
Bay were the same as Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra Councils 
combined.  Our community is a key growth area with a dynamic future. 
However Council has a responsibility to ensure responsible development 
which meets the needs of our current and future residents. The Draft 
DCP is designed to meet our current and future needs.  
 
In the 2013-14 Budget a major change was introduced to the 
management of waste services in our community. For the first time the 
City of Botany Bay has issued commingled, 240L wheelie bins for 
recycling. As a result of having larger recycling bins our recycling service 
will change from a weekly to a fortnightly service. The change-over was 
undertaken in August to September and has now been completed, with 
recycling services rolled out throughout our community.  
 
In 2013 Council has been working to improve the way we communicate 
and engage with our residents.  Council has been working to improve 
our use of Social Media.  I have established a Mayoral facebook page 
and a Mayoral twitter account to provide up-to-date information directly 
to our residents.  Council’s use of social media is interactive. It allows 
our residents to comment on the issues that effect them. Council is 
presently undertaking a series of improvements to our website in order 
to improve the accessibility and provide the latest information.  
 
In changing the way Council engage the community, six successful 
Community Days were held. These events were an opportunity to 
celebrate our diverse communities and get to hear ideas and concerns 
from our residents.  I think all of you will agree these days were a great 
success.  
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Each year Council undertakes routine maintenance works conducted on 
a needs basis.  Over the past two years Council has undertaken a major 
project to renew and improve local park facilities throughout our 
community.  This year Council has undertaken major works at Mascot 
Park now Lionel Bowen Park, Sir Joseph Banks Park, L’Estrange Park, 
Grace Campbell Reserve, Mascot Oval, Hughes Avenue Reserve, Garnet 
Jackson Reserve, Mascot Memorial Park, Arthur Park and Booralee Park.  
 
I remain staunchly opposed to any reduction in services for our 
community.  Council will work with all levels of Government to ensure 
our community receives the services it needs.  I was very disturbed to 
learn that under the O’Farrell Government Botany and Mascot fire 
stations no longer operate as full-time stations. The danger of this policy 
was demonstrated on 11 July 2013 when Botany Fire Station was offline 
during a major fuel leak at the Caltex terminal. While we are very 
fortunate that the fuel did not ignite, there was a very real potential for 
disaster.  The City of Botany Bay is located in the middle of some of the 
most danger prone sites in the Sydney metropolitan region including the 
airport, freight and shipping ports and chemical facilities. It is reckless 
and irresponsible to reduce the level of fire and emergency services to 
our community.  
 
I move this minute be adopted. 
 



98      Community Engagement  

 
 

 
 
 
   EXTRAORDINARY MAYORAL MINUTE 
 
        Meeting 10 September 2014 
  
 
 
This morning the NSW State Government finally announced its response to 
the Independent Review Panel’s Report into Local Government Reform. 
 
As Councillors would be aware, the Panel recommended the City of Botany 
Bay merge with the City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra 
Councils.   
 
We always expected that the Government’s response would actively support 
amalgamations – as it was set up to do just that.  
 
In a surprise twist, the report stops short of recommending forced 
amalgamations, instead providing for a range of inducements for Councils that 
voluntarily agree to merge.   
 
Apart from missing out on the proffered inducements, it is not clear whether 
there will be any other consequences for councils that refuse to merge.  
 
The State Government needs to make a clear and unequivocal statement that 
there be no forced amalgamations during this or the next term of government.  
 
The Government’s ‘Fit for the Future’ package requires councils to show that 
its:- 
 

 Operating Performance Ratio is greater than or equal to break even 
over three years; 

 Own Source Revenue Ratio is greater than 60% over three years 
 Building and Infrastructure Asset Renewal Ratio is greater than one 

over three years; 
 Infrastructure backlog Ratio is less than 2% 
 Asset Maintenance Ratio is greater than one. 
 Debt Service Ratio is greater than zero and less than 0.2. 
 Real Operating Expenditure per capita over time 
 Has the scale and capacity consistent with the recommendations of the 

Independent Panel. 
 

I am confident that the City of Botany Bay will be able to meet these tests of a 
"fit for the future" council without any mergers. I look forward to demonstrating 
to the State Government our strength in all these areas. Our Vision 2040 
project alone should show we have the strategic capacity to continue as an 
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independent council. There will be no need for - or benefit to our residents in - 
the amalgamation our City with any other Council. 
  
It is critical that Council put its best foot forward in this process, but that 
participation does not detract from day to day service delivery. I will therefore 
be moving that consulting resources be used to support this task.  
 
This Council does support reform for the local government sector.  In fact our 
system of governance with single Councillor Wards and a popularly elected 
Mayor ensures this Council operates at a very high level of efficiency and 
effectiveness. We have continually worked to improve services and outcomes 
for our local community.  We have a long and proud history of looking after 
our residents by offering services that many other councils no longer offer.   
  
Accordingly, I move that:- 
  

1. The Mayor write to the Minister and the Premier seeking clarification 
that they stand by their no forced amalgamation position for this term 
and the next term of government. 
 

2. The General Manager engages appropriate resources to prepare 
Council’s ‘Fit for the Future’ response as requested by the State 
Government and the General Manager be authorised to allocate 
suitable resources, including funding for Council’s response.   
 

3. That if the State Government is intent on forcing the City of Botany Bay 
to amalgamate with any other Council, an immediate community 
campaign be conducted and the General Manager be authorised to 
allocate suitable resources, including funding, to undertake such a 
campaign in consultation with the Council. 

  
I move this minute be received.  
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 1 

Meeting 26 February 2014 
 

 
1. Final Report of the NSW Independent Local Government Review Panel 
 
I remain committed to keeping our Council Independent.  
 
Last year’s resident survey demonstrated the strong support in our community for the City 
of Botany Bay.  A total of 96% of respondents indicated they would like our Council to 
remain independent.  The results of this survey demonstrate that our residents are strongly 
supportive of the work that we do and support the continued independence of our Council.  
 
Revitalising Local Government  
 
The Final Report of the NSW Independent Local Government Review Panel has now been 
released.  The Report is titled Revitalising Local Government and is dated October 2013 but 
was not released to the public until 8 January 2014.  
 
It has been clear from the outset of this process that the State Government has pursued a 
political agenda and the cost of this agenda has been significant.  
 
A total of $1.8 million, 18 months and four reports with 1,143 pages has been the cost of a 
process which has revealed little new about local government in this State.   
 
From the title of this Report through to its predetermined conclusions, the flawed 
methodology underlining this report is clear.  
 
There are some proposals which are worthy of due consideration including a legislative 
change to require directly elected Mayors, recognition of Local Government in the State 
Constitution, the requirement for all Councils to have a Chief Financial Officer and 
Mandatory Professional Development for Councillors and Mayors. 
 
However these potentially worthwhile reforms are given little coverage in comparison to the 
proposals for boundary change. 
 
Sydney-Botany Amalgamation Proposal   
 
Revitalising Local Government contains a proposal to amalgamate the City of Sydney with 
the City of Botany Bay.  This amalgamation is described as one of “relatively minor 
adjustments to the city’s (Sydney’s) current boundaries to enhance the potential for 
improved urban management”.  This proposal would see an expanded City of Sydney which 
includes the suburbs of Newtown and Paddington as well as the City of Botany Bay.  
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regional collaboration in local government, although some have proposed that their 
membership should become mandatory. The Panel’s concern, however, is that the 
embedded culture of ROCs is one of voluntarism either in membership or participation 
in joint activities or both.”  

 
This statement reveals that the Panel’s Regional Joint Organisations represent a “stealth 
amalgamation” agenda. The Panel writes “there are also legislative impediments to effective 
shared services arrangements, including the need for each participating Council to 
separately approve tenders for regional provision of goods and services…”  
 
The Panels changes would give the Regional Joint Organisations the ability to over-rule their 
constituent Council’s on decisions concerning tenders and possibly other areas as well.  
 
Comments by the Mayor of Randwick 
 
In January the Liberal Mayor of Randwick Cr Scott Nash revealed his amalgamation proposal, 
Cr Nash proposes an amalgamation of the people of Randwick, Woollahra and Waverley 
Councils and Port Botany but not the residents of the City of Botany Bay.  As Councillors and 
Residents in both Botany and Randwick are well aware the major impact of Port Botany - its 
associated infrastructure, transport routes and industries – falls on the City of Botany Bay 
not Randwick.  In planning terms Cr Nash’s proposal is incoherent.  It seems Councillor Nash 
is only interested in rates, not residents.  
 
The title of the report has changed.  The agenda remains the same.   
 
I move this minute be adopted. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 7 

Meeting 22 October 2014 
 

 
    
2. Amalgamations Update 
 
Since our Extraordinary Meeting last month there have been a number of 
developments in the ongoing issue of amalgamations.  
 
On Monday 20 October 2014 the Premier used his address to the Local 
Government conference in Coffs Harbour to state his case for amalgamations. The 
speech saw some of the strongest language we have yet seen from the 
Government on the issue of Amalgamations. The Premier said “19th Century 
Boundaries… need to be challenged”. The Premier has also encouraged Councils 
to “put pride into the backseat and move the community into the front seat.”  
 
Putting aside the fact that many Council boundaries, including those of the City of 
Botany Bay, have changed since the 19th Century, the rhetorical purpose of the 
Premier’s speech is clear. The Premier has sought to redefine the issue of 
amalgamation as an act which is in the community’s best interest. This is based on 
the flawed assumption that amalgamations will necessarily lead to improved 
outcomes for residents. The Premier also fails to accept that the residents of the 
City of Botany Bay and many other cities throughout Sydney and NSW remain 
overwhelmingly opposed to amalgamations. The 2013 survey demonstrated that 
96% of respondents are opposed to our Council amalgamating with other local 
councils. 
 
Surveys from throughout Sydney have demonstrated a similar dearth of support 
for boundary amendments. For example:  

 In Canada Bay 85% of residents voted to remain independent.  
 In North Sydney 71.4% voted against amalgamation.  
 In Randwick 77% of residents voted to remain independent. 
 In Woollahra 80% of residents voted to remain independent. 

 
It would appear that the only location where a majority support amalgamation is 
the Baird Government’s Cabinet table. Indeed, given the media and property 
industry barracking for a “tough” Premier to drive amalgamations, it seems that 
Pride may well be in the driver’s seat of the Baird Government.  
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On 11 September 2014, the day after our Extraordinary General Meeting I wrote 
to the Premier Mike Baird seeking clarification that the NSW Government stood 
by its policy of ‘no forced amalgamations’ for this term and whether they would 
take that policy to the next election.  
 
I have now received a response from the Premier. While the Premier’s letter was 
intended as a response to my letter of 11 September 2014 it in no way responded 
to my letter. Instead, the Premier chose to ignore the very real concerns and 
question I had raised and simply cut and pasted the information from his media 
release on the Fit for the Future package.  
 
The Premier’s obfuscation and silence sends a clear message. The State 
Government will force amalgamations on the people of NSW even though there 
will be no real benefit. 
 
I have written to Clover Moore Lord Mayor of Sydney in her capacity as head of 
the Metropolitan Mayors Association and requested that she convene a meeting. 
I am advised that a response from Cr Moore will arrive shortly. 
 
I move this minute be adopted. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 9 

Meeting 9 December 2014 
 

 
1.  Fit for the Future 
 
Let me be entirely clear: the City of Botany Bay remains completely and 
implacably opposed to any amalgamation under any circumstances.  
 
We hold this clear and unequivocal position as a function of both our 
considered beliefs regarding Local Government administration and the 
views and preferences of our local community.  
 
We have on many occasions set out the evidence that our City is not 
only efficient and effective with its resources, but that it is also 
responsive and caring towards its residents. We have reviewed 
economic analyses that show more generally that scale effects are non-
existent in local government above a minimum threshold. We know 
from our own observations that very large Local Government areas in 
Sydney – such as Liverpool and Blacktown – have not received any 
greater level of strategic engagement with State Government. We have 
read the reports and know that the “Independent” Panel’s case for 
change was only made by eliding the difference between the very real 
challenges of rural and regional local government and the situation in 
metropolitan Sydney. We are therefore clear that no benefit is to be 
gained through amalgamation. We are confident that this position 
retains the strong support of the local community – because we asked 
them! Prior to the 2013 survey Council clearly stated our position and 
our community overwhelmingly supported that position!  
 
Our approach has been one of clear communication with our local 
residents and community consultation. What a contrast to the State 
Government position! 
 
The State Government’s Fit for the Future process is a bureaucratized 
veneer on an ill-considered effort to curry favour with a media 
organization that has no understanding of local government and no 
desire to engage with the details and issues at stake. 
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So the State Government has put cash on the table to assist with this 
process? Well let me tell you - when State Governments actually offer to 
throw money at Local Government to do something – you know it’s 
definitely something that the State Government doesn’t want to do 
itself.  
 
Even the name of the policy package belies the lack of confidence the 
State Government has in its own policy. When a Government chooses to 
name a policy program with a vague, Orwellian, anthropomorphic title, 
rather than simply describing what the policy actually does, then there 
are two possible explanations. Either the Government failed to really 
think the policy through or the government’s knows that the community 
won’t support what it actually wants to do or possibly both of these 
explanations are true.  
 
This State Government has become addicted to vague language in the 
area of Local Government policy. We are told not only that we must be 
“Fit for the Future” but that “no change is not an option”. What does 
this strange, passive voice, double negative even mean? Does it mean 
they will force amalgamations? No one will tell me – not the Premier, 
not the Minister for Local Government nor the bureaucrats running the 
Office of Local Government. But they repeat these non sequitors as 
though they constitute a mantra that will explain all, if only they are 
repeated often enough.  
 
Well Councilors, the truth is that this is the mantra of a government that 
lacks the courage of its convictions.  

 If the NSW Government truly believed that the forced 
amalgamation of local Councils would be popular politics – then 
they would say what they wanted to do.  

 If the NSW Government truly thought there was a strong case to 
be made on policy grounds – then they would try and make that 
case.  

 And if the NSW Government truly believed that amalgamation 
would deliver positive results for the communities affected - then 
they would start by doing it in their own backyard and moving 
with alacrity to merge Manly Council, Mosman Council, North 
Sydney Council, Lane Cove Council, Hunters Hill Council, Pittwater 
Council and Warringah Council. But they won’t.   
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Instead they trot out meaningless phrases.  
 
The agenda here is clear. They don’t want to be the ones to force 
amalgamations – they want other people to do the work for them. 
That’s why they are keeping their language vague – so they can fool the 
easily frightened into jumping before they think they will be pushed.  
 
And the NSW Government is having some success with this strategy. 
Some of our neighbouring Councils have passed resolutions and have 
started to panic. The smell of fear is in the air and it can cause the weak 
to lose their bearings.  
 
But we should have no such fears.  

 Our position is clear and evidence based; 
 We know we have the capacity and the resources to stand alone; 
 The community support us; and 
 The State Government is unwilling to clearly state its policy.  

 
In these circumstances it is clear that we can be confident in standing 
strong and in standing for our independence.  
 
I therefore move that: 

 The Mayor and GM will be clear in all multi-lateral fora such as 
LGNSW and SMM, and in all bi-lateral discussions with 
neighbouring Councils, and in any discussions with relevant unions 
or other associations, that the City of Botany Bay will remain 
independent and will not participate in any amalgamation 
proposals. 

 Should the position of the State Government change to 
unequivocal support for forced amalgamations – then – and only 
then – will the Council reconsider its preferred approach. 

 
I move this minute be adopted.       
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 1 

Meeting 28 January 2015 
 

 
2. Amalgamations Update 

 
In recent months some Councils, including those located in South and 
East Sydney have begun to publically explore ‘options’ for 
amalgamation. The position of these Councils is that amalgamation is 
inevitable and the best option, even for those communities adamantly 
opposed to amalgamation, is to concede defeat.  
 
I don’t understand why anyone would choose to surrender before the 
battle truly begins.  That is what they are doing. 
 
If the State Government truly believes that amalgamations are in the 
best interest of the local government sector it would make Council 
mergers a key platform of their upcoming bid for re-election. Rather 
than building a case based on half-truth and obfuscation, rather than 
hiding behind buzzword phrases of ensuring Councils are “Fit for the 
Future” and postponing the ultimate show down until after the March 
2015 election, the Liberals should make it clear that a vote for the Baird 
Government is a vote to overturn 150 years of local government in this 
State on the bizarre assumption that larger Councils are somehow better 
than smaller Councils.  
 
Recent history has demonstrated that no Government, no matter the 
margin of their victory or the popularity of their leader, is immune to 
public opinion.  
 
That is why this Government has resorted to underhanded tactics in 
order to minimize the political fallout. The NSW Government’s ‘Fit for 
the Future’ exercise is an exercise in placing political gain ahead of 
genuine policy reform. The government has commenced this process 
with a pre-established agenda which it has sought to implement through 
political bullying.  
 
In 2013 the City of Botany Bay polled our residents and found that an 
overwhelming 97% of respondents were opposed to amalgamation. This 
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was an incredible outcome which demonstrates the overwhelming 
opposition to Council boundary changes in our City. It also demonstrates 
that I and my fellow Councillors have an obligation to advocate on 
behalf of our constituents against amalgamation. 
 
The Government has encouraged Councils to undertake consultation 
with their communities, seeking to steer the conversation in a way that 
presupposes amalgamation is the only option.  
 
How can the Government expect Councils to undertake meaningful 
consultation when the Government’s intentions are unclear? If the City 
of Botany Bay undertakes a formal poll which reflects a similar 
overwhelming opposition to amalgamation will the NSW Government 
honour the people’s wishes? 
 
In the coming weeks Council will distribute further information to local 
residents about our campaign against amalgamation and asking them to 
support Council on seeking clear answers from the Liberal Government. 
 
I should note that I am pleased to see opposition to this process 
emerging in Liberal heartland. It is good that conservative Councils and 
their communities are showing that there is an alternative. I look 
forward to working with these Councils to oppose the State Government 
on their flawed agenda. 
 
I move this minute be adopted. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE NO 3 

Meeting 22 April 2015 
 

 
1. Housing Supply and Local Infrastructure 
 
The recent report Missing the Mark released by the Property Council of 
Australia found that the City of Botany Bay is one of the few Councils in 
Sydney that is meeting and even exceeding its annual target for housing 
supply as set by the NSW Government.  
 
This report was based on an independent audit of housing provision 
performance of local councils in the greater Sydney area. Our 
performance was measured against the housing targets established in 
the 2005 City of Cities Strategy and the Metropolitan Plan for Sydney 
2036. The report graded each council’s performance from “A+” for those 
Councils deemed a “standout performer” through to “D” for those that 
had “grossly underperformed”.  
 
On this grading system the City of Botany Bay was awarded an “A”. 
 
Let’s be clear about why this is an important achievement. It’s important 
because maintaining growth in our housing supply, with a range of 
housing types, is one of the most important levers for keeping housing 
affordable.  
 
I have recently received many letters from residents of the new 
ParkGrove development. In the course of making representations 
regarding the Development Application for ParkGrove West, they often 
comment about having been priced out of buying a torrens title 
property in the south eastern part of Sydney, how pleased they were to 
be able to afford to buy a large apartment in a well planned 
development that promised great amenity for the new residents.  
 
This combination of goals – of increasing supply while delivering great 
amenity for current and future residents – is what we strive to deliver 
and what we are proud of delivering. It’s why we have some of the 
strictest development guidelines and controls in NSW and why we take 
slightly longer to approve developments: because we are committed to 



Community Engagement             111    

 
 

2 
 

getting them right. It’s also why we are committed to continuously 
monitoring and improving our development controls, why we have been 
fighting for more than a year to delete the bonus clauses, and why we 
will continue to fight on this matter.  
 
In this context it is also worth noting the recent decision at appeal 
before the Land and Environment Court in City of Botany Bay v Botany 
Bay Developments 2 Pty Ltd.  
 
Technically, this decision determined the part of the Residential Flat 
Design Code that is relevant for consideration with the clause in the 
SEPP that refers to the ability of the consent authority to refuse 
development applications based on unit sizes. In effect, this case 
confirmed the ability of Council to insist on apartment sizes larger than 
the bare minimum set out in certain state planning instruments. 
 
This was a great outcome for the City and a great outcome for existing 
and future residents. Larger apartments mean better internal amenity 
for residents and lower intense development which benefits neighbours.  
 
And let’s be clear we will continue to fight hard to defend our planning 
controls and ensure good development in our City.  This is about 
achieving quality developments that are in line with our planning 
controls.  We make no apology for strongly defending our planning 
controls. Indeed in this last year we have spent a substantial amount on 
planning appeals and currently have five matters before the L&E Court. 
 
This is surely proof, if any were needed, that this Council does not have a 
development at all costs approach. Rather we follow a careful and 
considered approach to meeting the State Government supply targets 
while protecting the amenity of current and future residents. 
 
But let’s return to our positive report card from the Property Council.  
 
First – it’s the clearest proof that the campaign to merge Councils – as 
promoted by the Property Council – is ill-conceived and irrelevant to the 
needs of Sydney. Size is irrelevant.  
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Second – it should be the basis for a renewed discussion with State 
Government about our critical infrastructure requirements – in public 
transport, roads and educational and recreational facilities.  
 
I will be writing this week to our new Planning Minister and asking that 
he take note of our strong performance in housing delivery and 
proposing that – if he is serious about improving the supply of housing – 
then he should encourage his NSW government colleagues to give 
priority to Council areas that are delivering on their housing supply 
targets. We should be at the front of the queue for public transport 
augmentation and road capacity improvements. I have a long list of 
requests that were not prioritized by the former Transport Minister: 
 

 The extension of the M20 to Banksmeadow shops; 
 Increased frequency and reliability for the 309, 310 and X10 bus 

routes; 
 A transport interchange at Mascot Station and shuttle services 

from Botany and Eastlakes to Mascot station; 
 The extension of the light rail through to Eastgardens; 
 Extend the 309 Bus Service to Eastgardens; 
 Improve bus services for Eastlakes residents;  
 Provide additional school special bus services for local primary and 

secondary school students that attend schools located outside our 
City; and 

 
I also have a list of priority intersection upgrades to discuss with the 
Roads Minister.  
 
I will be proposing to Minister Stokes that it would set a very positive 
example to all councils if these matters were to be addressed as a 
consequence of our excellent delivery of new housing 
 
Our local residents should be rewarded for their generosity and 
welcoming attitude to growth. Our City has maintained a sensible 
approach to housing supply and new development. Local residents 
recognise the importance of increased housing supply and our 
community continues to welcome new residents. The State Government 
should reward this commitment. 
 
I move this minute be adopted.  
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2.  “Fit for the Future” Community Consultation 
 
Our local residents support the City of Botany Bay and are opposed to 
any move to amalgamate our Council. I am grateful for the response that 
Council has received in our consultation with residents regarding this 
matter.  
 
As Councillors are well aware, in July 2013 the City of Botany Bay 
conducted a mail in survey of our residents. We achieved an astonishing 
27% response rate and found that an overwhelming 97% of respondents 
were opposed to amalgamation.  
 
In March 2015, Council launched the Hands off Botany Bay campaign. A 
flyer was sent to each household in the City explaining the 
Government’s plans and asking for residents to provide submissions 
supporting our City’s continued independence. So far approximately 
1,400 responses have been received as a result of our “Hands off Botany 
Bay” campaign. These responses have been sent directly to Minister 
Toole so that he can see, first hand, the strength of community 
opposition to forced boundary changes. 
 
In order to conform to the NSW Government’s process Council is 
required to undertake further consultation with our residents. To be 
frank, nothing has changed since the survey was conducted two years 
ago. But in order to comply with the Fit for the Future process we will 
this time undertake a random telephone survey of residents.  Taking this 
approach will help show that our survey results two years ago were not 
skewed by the methodology used at that time. This survey will ask 
residents to indicate their preference for one of five options:  
 

1. Remain independent. 
2. Merge with Randwick only. 
3. Merge with Randwick, Waverley, Woollahra and Sydney 
4. Merge with Sydney only. 
5. Merge with Rockdale and Marrickville.  

 
Residents will be asked to nominate a minimum of two preferences.  
 
Councillors, I am confident that our residents will again make clear their 
overwhelming preference for the City of Botany Bay to remain 
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independent. Let us hope that the State Government will listen to the 
people. 
 
Let me be clear Councillors that should there be any hint from the State 
Government that a forced amalgamation process is being considered, 
then we will act swiftly to order a poll under the Local Government Act. 
By way of this Minute we will resolve to place Council officers on notice 
and to authorise expenditure to enable the Council to be ready to 
conduct this poll with three weeks notice.  
 
I move this minute be adopted.  
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MAYORAL	
  MINUTE	
  NO	
  5	
  
Meeting	
  24	
  June	
  2015	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

1. The	
  City	
  of	
  Botany	
  Bay	
  is	
  “Fit	
  for	
  the	
  Future”	
  
	
  
As	
  Councillors	
  are	
  aware	
  Council	
  is	
  required	
  to	
  respond	
  to	
  the	
  Fit	
  for	
  the	
  
Future	
  reform	
  program	
  by	
  way	
  of	
  a	
  formal	
  submission	
  to	
  the	
  Independent	
  
Pricing	
  and	
  Regulatory	
  Tribunal	
  (IPART)	
  by	
  30	
  June	
  2015.	
  IPART	
  has	
  been	
  
appointed	
  as	
  the	
  expert	
  panel	
  by	
  the	
  NSW	
  State	
  Government	
  to	
  assess	
  
whether	
  councils	
  are	
  'fit'	
  or	
  'unfit'	
  in	
  relation	
  to	
  the	
  methodology	
  developed	
  
and	
  to	
  provide	
  recommendations	
  to	
  the	
  Minister	
  for	
  Local	
  Government	
  by	
  16	
  
October	
  2015.	
  
	
  
Our	
  response	
  has	
  consistently	
  and	
  appropriately	
  been	
  that	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Botany	
  
Bay	
  is	
  sustainable.	
  We	
  have	
  sufficient	
  scale	
  and	
  capacity	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  current	
  
and	
  future	
  expectations	
  of	
  our	
  community.	
  We	
  can	
  demonstrate	
  our	
  
performance	
  against	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  Fit	
  for	
  the	
  Future	
  financial	
  benchmarks.	
  We	
  
have	
  an	
  enviable	
  reputation	
  of	
  capable	
  political	
  and	
  managerial	
  leadership,	
  
meeting	
  the	
  challenges	
  of	
  urban	
  renewal	
  and	
  growth	
  and	
  delivering	
  for	
  our	
  
community.	
  We	
  enjoy	
  strong	
  community	
  trust	
  and	
  satisfaction.	
  	
  
	
  
Councillors	
  let	
  me	
  be	
  clear.	
  Tonight	
  we	
  will	
  adopt	
  a	
  draft	
  Council	
  Improvement	
  
Proposal	
  for	
  submission	
  to	
  the	
  IPART.	
  I	
  can	
  advise	
  Councillors	
  that	
  I	
  will	
  
personally	
  finalise	
  this	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  due	
  date	
  of	
  30	
  June.	
  
	
  
Our	
  submission	
  will	
  demonstrate	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  fact	
  fit	
  for	
  the	
  future.	
  Our	
  
submission	
  will	
  demonstrate	
  that	
  we	
  already	
  have	
  sufficient	
  scale	
  and	
  capacity	
  
and	
  we	
  can	
  demonstrate	
  a	
  compelling	
  case	
  to	
  continue	
  as	
  we	
  are.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Despite	
  all	
  the	
  facts	
  being	
  on	
  our	
  side,	
  our	
  submission	
  may	
  not	
  meet	
  the	
  
arbitrary	
  scale	
  criteria	
  the	
  Government	
  has	
  set.	
  But	
  that	
  matters	
  little.	
  The	
  
outcome	
  of	
  this	
  process	
  is	
  actually	
  meaningless.	
  Councils	
  that	
  are	
  declared	
  “fit	
  
for	
  the	
  future”	
  and	
  which	
  resolve	
  to	
  merge	
  will	
  only	
  receive	
  two	
  benefits	
  –	
  
funds	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  one-­‐off	
  costs	
  of	
  a	
  merger	
  and	
  access	
  to	
  discounted	
  
borrowings.	
  We	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  these	
  benefits,	
  nor	
  do	
  we	
  need	
  them.	
  
	
  
As	
  you	
  know	
  there	
  are	
  certain	
  people	
  in	
  Local	
  Government	
  running	
  around	
  
saying	
  that	
  the	
  State	
  is	
  holding	
  “a	
  gun	
  to	
  the	
  head”	
  of	
  councils.	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  great	
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RECENTLY Lucy Turnbull argued for bigger Sydney councils and regional planning bodies, but there
was something missing: evidence. Turnbull said bigger councils would be more efficient and strategic.
But she offered no data or even anecdotal evidence to support these assertions.

Indeed, if you compare councils across Sydney there is simply no correlation between size and cost
effectiveness or delivery of new housing, or any other strategic objective.

Take the example of my City of Botany Bay. We are one of Sydney's smaller councils with only 40,000
residents. But we have low rates, high service levels and no debt. Significantly, we are one of very few
councils that has met the metropolitan strategy targets for new dwellings. And we have very satisfied
residents.

"Big government" is rarely a better, more efficient solution. So it's strange to see business interests rushing to
embrace it in this case. Rather than size, the critical factor that determines efficiency and strategic capability is
governance. Councils with stable, clear leadership are invariably better than councils with a revolving door of
mayors and general managers.

Similarly, voting systems that deliver stable but contestable majorities also deliver more effective government.
In Botany, our single member wards make voting simple and ensure each councillor is directly accountable to
their residents - and that no one can be elected by courting a noisy minority. Reformers should be focusing on
governance issues such as these if they wish to deliver better results from local government.

Turnbull also makes the broader argument that bigger local governments will empower local government in

If councils get bigger they must also get better | dailytelegraph.com.au http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/opinion/if-councils-get-bigger-...
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relation to the state. But this is true only if the powers and funding of local government are also increased.
Nothing like this is even being discussed.

That's why Turnbull's comparison between Sydney and Brisbane is misleading.

The Brisbane City Council is responsible for a much wider range of services and activities, such as public
transport. It has the funding and legal authority to deliver these services.

If we simply merge Sydney councils as they are, we will end up with massive bureaucratic organisations
dedicated to simple tasks such as maintaining parks, local roads and footpaths. The current mixed
performance of large Sydney councils proves this will not be a good outcome.

So Brisbane City Council shows there is a case for reforming local government - that is devolving state
government roles to local councils. Looking around the world, it's clear that local government could deliver
many state government responsibilities effectively, even at relatively small scale.

Indeed, many services are better when they are delivered and controlled locally. Communities get better results
when they are free to innovate and tailor solutions to local needs. Local public servants tend to keep a sharper
eye on costs. And politicians are more accountable. We stand ready for a discussion about reform that will
actually deliver better services for the people of Sydney. An empty debate about amalgamating councils as
they currently are is not the place to start.

Ben Keneally is mayor of Botany
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Top Stories

Live: US Open 2015 final round

AUSSIE hopes Jason Day and Cameron Smith have teed off in their final round of the US Open title at
Chambers Bay on Monday. Join our live coverage.

Week-old baby mauled by family dog

A SEVEN-DAY-OLD baby girl was hospitalised overnight after the family’s Alaskan malamute dog mauled the
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BUT DON’T FORCE IT, PREMIER

THE time has come for local government reform, this was the message Randwick Mayor Scott Nash
delivered to the Premier on Thursday.

Article rank 16 Sep 2014 Southern Courier Laura Suckling
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Russell Crowe goes into battle (Gladiator-style) for the Rabbitohs, who say Coogee is theirs.

The day after the State Government unveiled its Fit for the Future package, offering a $258 million carrot
for councils to merge, Premier Mike Baird and Local Government Minister Paul Toole met with
representatives from the Randwick and Waverley councils.

Cr Nash reiterated the council position of no forced amalgamations  but said he was “big supporter” of
local government reform.

“I don’t think it’s prudent to come out and say we are opposed to amalgamation  full stop,” he said.
An independent report commissioned by Randwick Council in February 2013 found merging with

Woollahra and Waverley councils, as well as Port Botany, could create more than $500 million over 10
years.

The report put forward the merge as an alternative Premier Mike Baird did not rule out forced mergers.
“If we get to the end of the process and councils are not fit for the future, we have to consider what options
we can work with them. The current position is not sustainable.” to the Local Government Review Panel’s
preferred “global city” that would see Botany, Woollahra, Waverley and Randwick swallowed up by Sydney
Council.

Waverley Council has given tentative support for a voluntary merge with Randwick and Woollahra but
Botany Council vehemently opposes any amalgamation .

Botany Bay Mayor Ben Keneally has condemned the State Government’s use of “dodgy figures” to push
its council amalgamation  agenda.

“The government is using historical data that it knows is incorrect in order to build a case for forced
council amalgamations ,” Mr Keneally said of the claim Botany was in a weak position.
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MERGER INCENTIVES TO PROMPT DISCUSSION

WILL Randwick Council be tempted by a $22 million carrot to push for an eastern suburbs super council?
Amalgamations  are back on the agenda after the State Government announced on September 10 that

groups of Sydney councils that merge could receive $22.5 million.
While Randwick Council has a position of no forced amalgamations , it paid for a report last year which

showed a merge of Randwick, Woollahra, Waverley and Botany Bay councils could create a surplus of more
than $500 million over 10 years.

The report was presented to the State Government as an alternative to the ‘global city model’ – merging
the eastern suburbs councils and Botany Bay into City of Sydney – which was recommended by the
Independent Local Government Review Panel.

It is understood Randwick and Waverley councils are open to an eastern suburbs council but Woollahra
and Botany councils oppose it.

Woollahra Mayor Toni Zeltzer said the Fit for the Future package was not a good fit for residents and
read like a forced move to bigger councils.

“The only voluntary aspect of the reform appears to be choosing which neighbouring councils to join up
with,” she said.

Ms Zeltzer said a merge of Woollahra and City of Sydney could be an option.
Randwick Council will discuss the Fit for Future reforms at tonight’s council meeting, and decide whether

to start community consultation on what has been announced.
Under the Fit for Future reforms, all councils must submit a proposal by June 30 about how it meets

criteria relating to financial sustainability, effective infrastructure and scale and capacity.
“Randwick Council is streets ahead of many local government areas in this process, we’ve done that

work,” Randwick Mayor Scott Nash said.
“Fit for Future encourages councils to speak to their neighbours. We should be speaking ... and sharing

ideas on how we should respond to the reforms.”
The Fit for Future website states if a council is happy to merge, but its neighbours are not, independent

facilitators can help bring the councils together to consider options and take advantage of the incentives.
Botany Mayor Ben Keneally wrote to Premier Mike Baird last week, asking what the next steps were if

their residents were against amalgamation .
Waverley Mayor Sally Betts said the council “could and should only support amalgamation  if it benefits

the community”.
“We’re looking forward to working with the state government and our neighbouring councils to put a

proposal to the community,” she said.
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AMALGAMATION  PLAYED DOWN

WHILE the State Government tries to distance itself from forced amalgamation  claims by the Treasurer,
Randwick and Botany Bay councils are calling for answers.

Premier Mike Baird said on Thursday that Andrew Constance had expressed a personal view, not
government policy, when he told a meeting that Sydney should have just five councils and the government
might need to “pull out the stick” to make mergers a reality.

Randwick Labor councillor Tony Bowen wants Mr Baird to confirm he is not planning to create five mega
Sydney councils with a population of up to one million residents each.

“It seems the government has a vision of mega councils where local democratic representation would be
swamped by “local” government bodies half the size of the entire state of South Australia,” Cr Bowen said.

Botany Bay Mayor Ben Keneally said Mr Baird used his address to the Local Government conference on
October 20 to state his case for amalgamations . “The speech saw some of the strongest language we have
yet seen from the government on the issue of amalgamations ,” Mr Keneally said.

“The Premier said ‘19thcentury boundaries … need to be challenged’. The Premier has also encouraged
councils to ‘put pride into the back seat and move the community to the front seat’.”

Mr Keneally said: “The Premier’s obfuscation and silence sends a clear message. The State Government
will force amalgamations  on the people of NSW even though there will be no real benefit”.

While standing behind the no forced amalgamations  mantra for now, Mr Baird said “councils losing a
million dollars a day is unacceptable. It can’t go on, there needs to be change”.
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AMALGAMATIONS  CONSIDERED

RANDWICK and Waverley councils’ days are numbered after the NSW Government refused to rule out
forced amalgamations , Coogee MP Paul Pearce has warned.

Mr Pearce, responding to Premier Mike Baird’s refusal to rule out forced council amalgamations  on
November 4, said families, small businesses and neighbourhoods would lose their voice in decision making if
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“monster councils” were created.
“The Liberals and Nationals don’t care if local councils are balancing their books and delivering good

services to the community – the only think they care about is how big the council is and ripping local councils
out of the hands of local communities,” he said.

“A local council must have the support of the local community if it is to be successful – riding roughshod
over local communities and forcing our council to amalgamate  will not deliver better outcomes for the
area.”

Mr Baird told NSW Parliament on November 4 the financial position of councils was not sustainable, and
they should “be bold and grab hold of those opportunities to make sure they are fit for the future”.

“Losing a million dollars a day is not sustainable, it needs to be changed,” he said.
A report commissioned by Randwick Council last year showed a merger of Randwick, Woollahra,

Waverley and Botany Bay councils could create a surplus of more than $500 million over 10 years. The
report was presented to the State Government as an alternative to the ‘global city model’ put forward by the
Independent Local Government Review Panel. that merges the eastern suburbs councils and Botany Bay into
City of Sydney.
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COUNCIL TO EXPLORE OPTIONS

RANDWICK Council as we know it will not exist after the 2016 local government elections.
This is the reality Randwick Council is grappling with as life after Fit for the Future starts to dawn.
Randwick Council needs to soften its hard stance against mergers, according to deputy mayor Anthony

Andrews who believes it is time to be a leader and look at a change of boundaries.
“If we sit back and do nothing, Randwick will go. We are being forced to amalgamate ,” he said.
NSW local councils must submit a Fit for Future proposal to the state government by June 30 outlining

how it proposes to be viable in the future. A spokeswoman for Minister for Local Government Paul Toole said
where the Independent Review Panel recommended a merger, the council must accept this or put forward a
proposal that was “broadly consistent with the panel’s recommendations”. A spokeswoman for Minister for
Local Government Paul Toole said to do nothing was not an option. “If we are to have sustainable local
government, it is clear that the system needs to change.”

The panel’s preferred merge is a global city of Sydney, Randwick, Woollahra, Waverley, and Botany Bay
councils.

Labor councillor Tony Bowen said the bar had been set so high so councils were forced to consider
merging.

“Virtually no council can meet the criteria not to seek mergers and thereby are compelled to explore
amalgamation ,” he said.

Randwick council is expected to create a working group made up of the general manager, mayor and a
councillor from each party to explore options for its Fit for Future submission before Christmas.

Community consultation will be held before a proposal is sent to the state government next year.

Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.

Previous Story Next Story

Article rank 2 Dec 2014 Southern Courier Laura Aubusson

NewsLocal digital edition - Southern Courier - 2 Dec 2014 - ‘No way’ ... http://newslocal.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article...

1 of 1 15/06/2015 10:37 AM



Community Engagement             123    

Previous Story Next Story

RANDWICK Liberal Mayor Ted Seng has established a working party in response to a United Services
Union approach over Fit for the Future, with the primary objective of ensuring protection of council
employees’ conditions: With council amalgamations  on the horizon and all our council workers’ jobs under
threat I am of the view that this council must act, and the ALP in particular must step out of its comfort zone
and have policies in place that will protect the jobs and hard earned benefits of our council workers. With
amalgamations  looming it is very important that we all work together to get the best outcome for all our
workers.
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Karissa Woolfe reported a stunning day in the Centennial Parklands celebrating the Daschunds
In The Park Christmas Party/Daschund Rescue Australia Fundraiser on Sunday, See our
Facebook page for the results.

Some councillors sadly are crippled by the manacles of ignorance and the chains of arrogance when it
comes to amalgamations .

We have been offered an opportunity to sit at the table of transition and sign a promissory note that will
give our workers certainty and security.

I am of the view that now is the time to make real the promises to all our workers, that we will always
protect their interests in council and be true to our ALP beliefs of: equity, social justice and a “fair go for all”.
NOEL D’SOUZA, Randwick Labor

Councillor
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SYDNEY AIRPORT FORKS OUT $25M IN RATES SINCE 2005

THE rate rich landscape of Sydney Airport is casting a long shadow over the Fit for Future merger talks,
with a push towards a global city council surrounding the airport and Port Botany.

Carol Hancock, from Captured by Carol, took this amazing photo of a plane’s large shadow over
Coogee beach on her iPhone. She has been a Botany resident for eight years and one of her
favourite things to do on a Sunday with her husband and daughter is the “gorgeous coastal walk
from Coogee to Clovelly” followed by a bike ride at Sir Joseph Banks Park. While at Coogee on a
Sundayshe saw the planes flying directly over Coogee as they were making their descent
towards Mascot. “I couldn’t help but be amazed by their size and energy, all while beach-lovers
seemed completely unaware of the huge aircraft that appeared so close you could reach out and
touch it.”

Rockdale Labor Mayor Shane O’Brien is keen to win the support of Marrickville and Botany Bay councils
to propose a merge that inherits all of the airport as part of the council’s submission for the State
Government’s Fit for Future reforms.

Rockdale Council contains the second largest piece of Sydney Airport in its boundaries, Botany Bay has
the most and Marrickville has a small slice.

The boundary change could also include south ward of Randwick City to contain all of Port Botany.
“The income generated from the ports and airport – two massive pieces of infrastructure – which have a

significant impact on public space, should stay with the councils responsible for that space,” Mr O’Brien said.
The Fit for Future package offers councils financial incentives to merge.
The Independent Local Government Review Panel’s recommendation is to merge Rockdale with

Hurstville, Kogarah and possibly Canterbury councils without a share of Sydney Airport.
“If we lose the airport and go into a St George council we would have to increase rates … and I don’t

think that’s fair,” he said.
Since 2005, Sydney Airport has contributed more than $25 million to the three councils it sits in.
Rockdale Council will receive $654,000 this year from Sydney Airport. The Panel prefers to place the
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airport in the proposed Global City council of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley, Woollahra and Botany Bay
councils.

Botany Bay Mayor Ben Keneally said the State Government must tell councils what its plan was.
“Will there be forced amalgamations  or not? Our residents don’t want to be amalgamated ,” he said.
A spokeswoman for Minister for Local Government Paul Toole said to be sustainable “the system needs to

change”.
Mr O’Brien said it was important councils discussed mergers with neighbours.
“The Government needs to hear different ideas besides the panel’s recommendations and it needs to be

a bottom up approach, it can’t be from the top down.”
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The state government’s Fit for the Future reform agenda, which includes $258 million in incentives for
councils to merge voluntarily, is likely to include forced amalgamations  after the March 28 state poll, when
it is not burdened by a no forced amalgamations  election pledge. Randwick Council is convinced forced
mergers will be on the agenda in 2015 and is asking its residents to help shape the future of local
government. Information packs detailing seven merger options have been mailed to residents as part of the
council’s Fit for Future community consultation process. The first in a series of pop-up information stalls will
be at Coogee beach on January 17. Randwick Mayor Ted Seng said the council was against forced
amalgamations  but standing alone was not an option as it did not meet the Fit for Future criteria. Botany
Bay Mayor Ben Keneally is refusing to enter into merger talks until forced amalgamations  are officially on
the state agenda.
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COUNCILS GO THEIR OWN WAY

WHILE Botany Bay Council refuses to discuss boundary changes with neighbouring councils, Randwick
Council is consulting the community about preferred amalgamation  options.

According to the state government’s Fit for Future reforms, Botany and Randwick City Councils do not
meet the size and scale to be an efficient council in the future and have been forced to consider
amalgamation .

Randwick Council has mailed out seven merge options to residents to consider. Information stalls will be
held across the LGA to explain these ideas.

Botany Bay mayor Ben Keneally said he would not entertain the idea of voluntarily amalgamating , and
would look at options only if the State Government’s “no forced amalgamation ” policy changed.

A spokeswoman for the Minister for Local Government said by voluntarily merging, councils would have
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access to facilitators to Randwick Council has stalls at Coogee Beach on Saturday and Monday at 10am,
Maroubra Beach on Monday at 2pm and Clovelly Beach on Tuesday at 10am. discuss the options, funding to
prepare a business case and in Sydney, up to $22.5 million to help the new council meet the community’s
needs.

“Those who choose not to participate in the Fit for Future process will not be able to access the
opportunities that Fit for the Future councils will enjoy,” she said.

“This includes cheaper finance to invest in infrastructure and eligibility for greater local planning powers.”
The starting point for developing the Fit for Future proposals is the recommendations of the Independent

Local Government Review Panel – which calls for a global city combining Randwick, Woollahra, Botany Bay,
Waverley, and City of Sydney councils.

Worldwide redheads make up two per cent of the population.
Most natural redheads have brown eyes. But like red hair, blue eye colour is a recessive trait, meaning

that both parents must carry the gene for a child to be blessed with it. This makes those with red hair and
blue eyes, like Ms Nyssen, the rarest minority in the world, with only one per cent having both.

Vote for your favourite redhead at thegingernet.com KINGSFORD red head Manon Nyssen was working
at the launch party for the Australia’s Hottest Ginger competition when she decided to enter her own flaming
looks into the race.

The 20-year-old model and Environment Management student at University of NSW has always
embraced her hair colour and has vowed never to dye it.

“I am a passionate person who is always excited about life. I think it’s the fire on the outside coming
inside,” she said. “Gingers are only a small population, and I love it. A lot of other people love it too.”

There has been more than 2000 entries and 110,000 votes in the competition.
If Ms Nyssen wins, she will score $10,000 in prizes including a modelling contract.
The competition is not only searching for good-looking male and female redheads, but also has a

category for hottest ginger mo and pet.
Ms Nyssen said the competition was shining a positive light on a minority group.
“In high school I would get some comments, but I never took them to heart. I was never bullied.”
“It’s kind of like there has been an injustice against people with red hair, it’s cool we’re being appreciated

in this competition.”
She is eyeing off a top 20 finish. The winner will be announced in February.
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EXPERT URGES JOINING CITY

AMID speculation the move to bigger councils is inevitable we need more information on the proposed
global city council, according to one local government consultant.

Bronwyn Kelly said Randwick Council’s Fit for Future information pack, listing seven possible merger
options, failed to highlight the positives of merging with Sydney Council.

“Randwick or an eastern beaches block of councils, if permitted in preference to the global city, would
eventually end up as the poor relation – a ‘have not’ potentially surrounded by significantly wealthier
‘haves’,” the Randwick resident said.

Randwick Mayor Ted Seng said the Independent Review Panel’s final report recommended an
amalgamation  of City of Sydney, Woollahra, Waverley, Randwick and Botany councils – building a “global
city” with more than 500,000 residents.

“We don’t support the creation of a global city as we value our Randwick identity, local representation
and existing quality services,” Cr Seng said. NSW councils have until June 30 to show how they are Fit for
the Future. The Independent Local Government Review Panel’s final report said Sydney councils should be
“significantly reduced’ from 41 to between 15 and 18. “Sooner or later, amalgamations  will have to be part
of the package,” it said Opposition local government spokeswoman Sophie Cotsis says the true plan behind
the facade of “Fit for the Future” is forced council amalgamations  Randwick and Botany councils are at odds
with the Premier’s blended vision, with Randwick looking at its options, including an eastern suburbs super
council, and Botany opting not to participate in merger talks
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Next Story

Botany Mayor Ben Keneally and Randwick Mayor Ted Seng have differing views
on just how far negotiations for council mergers should go.

THE clock is ticking for Randwick and Botany Bay councils to lead their communities through the
politically explosive council amalgamation minefield.

With deadline for the Fit For The Future, the State Government’s latest merger push, looming, the two
southeast councils are at opposing ends of the amalgamation battle.

According to the Liberal Randwick Mayor Ted Seng, the best way to stave off the threat of a mega City of
Sydney, an amalgam of five councils, is to present the State Government with a viable alternative.

But the Labor Botany Bay Mayor Ben Keneally says now is the time to fight to protect the local identity.
At last Wednesday’s council meeting, Cr Keneally and his new deputy mayor Stan Kondilios vowed to

take the fight not only to the State Government but to Randwick and other “defeatist” councils by refusing to
hand over non-public information.

“There is no reason for us to be enabling other communities that want to give in to this process,” Cr
Keneally said.

It is not just the flow of information but the quality of community engagement that has some, like local
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government consultant Bronwyn Kelly, calling for balance. There are calls for
more information on the merits of the Local Government Review Panel’s
preferred option – the global city council – to be made public. Panel chairman
Graham Sansom said local government was big business. “NSW councils
spend around $10 billion each year and employ some 50,000 people,” he
said. “Better local government is vital for the state’s future. We can’t afford
councils that are unsustainable.”
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A DEFIANT Botany Bay mayor has snubbed the push to consult on
amalgamations  and launched a petition to keep the council independent.

ANYBODY thinking the Fit For The Future consultation in Botany Bay was going to deliver a real platform
to debate council amalgamations  has lucked out.

Article rank 10 Feb 2015 Southern Courier
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The Hands Off Botany Bay information pack delivered to residents is defiant from the opening page.
Botany Bay Labor Mayor Ben Keneally, who has been a fierce opponent of the State Government’s

merger push, is unapologetic about his council’s decision not to promote the benefits of the global city
merger, which would combine Sydney Council with the three eastern suburbs councils and Botany Bay.

The information pack, which has been labelled a form letter, asks for signatures to oppose mergers.
There is no option to give comments or support amalgamation.
Botany Bay Mayor Ben Keneally said the council would not consult residents on Fit for the Future until the

State Government “comes clean on its intentions”.
In the Hands Off Botany document Mr Keneally says “amalgamation is a bad idea” and he urges residents

to sign the petition to keep Botany Bay independent.
“Sign up. Join the campaign. Keep Botany Bay independent,” the brochure says.
Local Government Minister Paul Toole said councils not participating in the process would exclude their

communities from the Government’s $1 billion incentive package, including access to low-interest funds to
invest in infrastructure.

“This year, we have seen 23 councils apply to he Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal to lift rates
above the normal cap – simply raising rates is not the answer to creating a sustainable sector,” he said.
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In the consultation mailout Botany Bay Mayor Ben Keneally says: “ Amalgamation  is a bad idea that
doesn’t work ... You can do something about it. Sign up to join our campaign to keep Botany Bay
independent. ... Say NO to the amalgamation  of the City of Botany Bay by signing the petition”.
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I SUPPORT City of Botany Bay Council’s campaign against forced amalgamations .
The council asked residents two years ago if they were willing to amalgamate  and the overwhelming

majority said no.
We fought off amalgamation  in the 1970s and we don’t want it now.
KIRSTY HAYDEN, Botany
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WITH the NSW Coalition’s election win on Saturday the State Government is no longer pillared by a no
forced amalgamations  pledge – so does that mean the push for an uber-Sydney council is on?

Ryan Clark, Daisy Davis, Jesse Pollock and Matt Dee are part of the third annual Plebs, Pros and
Personalities 24-hour treadmill run for suicide prevention at Royal Randwick Racecourse.

Premier Mike Baird said Saturday’s win meant he had a mandate to push on with his power privatisation
plan but Randwick Labor councillor Tony Bowen is calling on him to rule out forced amalgamations .

“It was very telling Mr Baird wouldn’t commit to a position before the election, it doesn’t reflect well on
the government’s intentions.”

Mr Bowen was one of the Randwick councillors to put his name next to the call for a stand-alone
Randwick Council in an email campaign run by community group Kensington Voice ahead of the state
election.

Also supporting a stand alone council were Labor councillors Kathy Neilson, Noel D’Souza and Geoff
Stevenson, Greens councillors Murray Matson and Lindsay Shurey and Liberal councillors Harry Stavrinos
and Robert Belleli,

The online call came as Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore asked Mr Baird to rule out forced mergers.
As chairwoman of the Sydney Metropolitan Mayors, Ms Moore was seeking the Premier’s commitment on

behalf of 26 councils ahead of the election.
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“Before the (2011) election the Liberal Party gave a guarantee that it would not go down the expensive,
disruptive and anti-democratic path, but up to now the Premier has avoided giving a response,” she said.

She said it was unacceptable Mr Baird had refused to answer repeated requests for his position.
The Independent Local Government Review Panel recommended merging City of Sydney, Randwick,

Waverley, Woollahra and Botany councils.
When asked about forced amalgamations  on Monday, a spokeswoman for the Minister for Local

Government Paul Toole said the NSW Government expected all councils to take part in the Fit for the Future
program - the Government’s response to the panel’s final report.

Randwick’s analysis report, that examines Fit for the Future merger options will be debated in April. THE
Plebs, Pros and Personalities 24hour run for Suicide Prevention Australia (SPA) has returned for a third year
with more runners and celebrities and a new location at the Royal Randwick Racecourse.

PPP4SPA has raised more than $150,000 in two years. Last year 1500 people attended the event and the
crowd is expected to double this year.

“It’s not about making money, it’s about bringing people together and getting the conversation started,”
organiser Ben Higgs said.

Celebrity supporters are South Sydney Rabbitohs players including captain Greg Inglis, swimmer Michael
Klim, model Didier Cohen, the Bondi Rescue Crew and Maroubra chef Colin Fassnidge. Former Wests Tigers
player Braith Anasta, who lost his father to suicide at 15, is back on board, as is his wife Jodi. A group of six
organisers will run the entire 24 hours.

Community members, athletes and members of Life Cycle Fitness, Vision Personal training and Maritime
Union of Australia will also run.

“Sydney is the big event, but the idea is for anyone with a treadmill and enough legs to fill it to host their
own events as well,” Mr Higgs said.

PPP4SPA will be held on May 8. Get involved at ppp4spa.com.au.
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SILENCE from the State Government over the prickly issue of amalgamations  has pushed Botany Bay
Council to launch a third attempt to harness public support in the battle for their independence.

Between 700-1000 residents will receive a call from an independent survey organisation to ask them
their position.

They will be presented with five options – remain independent, merge with Randwick only, amalgamate
with Randwick, Waverley, Woollahra and Sydney to create an uber-council, merge with Sydney only or join
with Rockdale and Marrickville.

On March 16, council presented 1400 signed flyers from its “Hands Off Botany Bay” campaign to Local
Government Minister Paul Toole. It followed a similar mail survey in July 2013.

Randwick councillors didn’t waste any time after the state’s election last month to call for Premier Mike
Baird to rule out forced mergers. The government has given councils until June 30 to put their hands up to
merge with their neighbours and has put millions in incentives on the table.

Should they refuse, the government has said it will “consider its options”. The government has the power
to force councils to merge under existing legislation.
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Media Releases
MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

Mayor     
Ben Keneally    
     
      
 
 
Thursday, 31 January 2013 
  

Did Page Slip Up or Back Flip? 
 
Mayor of the City of Botany Bay, Ben Keneally is left confused by two recent letters 
from the Local Government Minister, Don Page regarding forced amalgamations.   
 
Mayor Keneally recently wrote to the Premier and the Minister to request they 
confirm that the Coalition’s pre-election promise of “No Forced Amalgamations” was 
still Coalition policy.  The Premier referred his response to Mr Page.  
 
“In an extraordinary turn of events I received two different replies from Minister Page 
dated less than two weeks apart,” said Mr Keneally.   
 
“Both letters had the same document identification number but their contents were 
widely different on the most important element.” 
 
“The first letter dated 18 January 2013 reaffirms the Government’s commitment to 
their pre-election promise”, said Mr Keneally.  “However in the second letter no such 
affirmation exists.  A whole paragraph has simply vanished.” 
 
“Mr Page, Mr O’Farrell and the Government as a whole, must now own up.  Is it no 
forced amalgamations or do they intend to push amalgamations through without 
listening to the people?” 
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MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

Mayor     
Ben Keneally    
     
      
 
 
Thursday, 28 February 2013 
  

Botany Bay Mayor Slams Liberal’s Plan for  
Eastern Suburbs Super Council 

 
Botany Bay Mayor, Ben Keneally, has angrily rejected Liberal Party plans for an 
Eastern Suburbs super Council that would take over Port Botany from the City of 
Botany Bay.  
 
"I reject the findings of the study regarding the supposed benefits of amalgamation. 
The report is a simple desktop exercise driven by a few basic assumptions that aren't 
supported by reality", said Mayor Keneally. 
 
"The plan to take over Port Botany is a blatant cash grab with no basis in good urban 
planning.  
 
“The reality is that the overwhelming majority of the freight that comes through the 
Port travels on roads or rail through the City of Botany Bay. It makes no sense to 
have planning and regulation of the Port separated from the beginning of the 
logistics chain. The impacts of port operations are overwhelmingly felt by our 
residents. 
 
"What this plan effectively says is, 'we'll take the cash from the port but you can keep 
the truck congestion, the road noise and the rail noise.' That's how they view this part 
of the world. 
 
"The Liberals are happy enough to take rates from businesses in our area, but the 
people of Mascot and Botany are not welcome in their snobby Eastern Suburbs 
Super Council. They think we will lower the tone. 
 
"We'll frankly, to rephrase Grouch Marx, I don’t want to join a club that doesn't want 
me as a member. Our residents are very happy with this Council and want to stay 
independent.” 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

                                                                                        6 June 2013

Mayors team up to reject Local 
Government ‘super Sydney’ proposal
Mayors of six council areas which the Independent Local Government Review Panel proposes 
to group together into a single “super Sydney council area” have put forward a joint submission 
calling for sensible, practical reform to local government in NSW, not simply mergers for the 
sake of mergers.

The six councils – Botany Bay, City of Sydney, Leichhardt, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra 
presented the submission to Professor Graham Sansom at a recent meeting where he admitted 
the Panel had not done any cost-benefit analysis of the proposed mergers. 

“We share a strong conviction that local government best serves its communities when it is truly 
“local” in character,” the Mayors say in their submission.

“We believe that the proposed super Sydney Council would lose this “local” character and would 
not deliver any meaningful benefits to the communities we serve. 

“We do not believe that the Panel has put forward a compelling, evidence-based case for 
change and we have no interest in the voluntary merger it proposes.

“We have significant concerns about the proposal, outlined in our joint submission along with 
alternatives to council amalgamations which include strengthening Regional Organisations of 
Council.

“Local Councils have a fundamental role to play in the leadership and governance for their area. 
Local government is not just an administrative outpost of the State Government designed to 
simply deliver services delegated to it. 

“Local Government must have the authority and capacity to identify community needs and 
aspirations; set strategic priorities, and develop effective plans to implement them. 

“Decision-making will become more remote from residents and ratepayers, opportunities for 
direct contact with political leaders and senior staff will be reduced; and the sense of common 
interest with fellow residents will be diminished.

“There is no guarantee that amalgamations will deliver benefits and our submission includes 
worrying information about the effects of the recent creation of Auckland as a super Council. As 
a result of Council mergers, Auckland could be facing a debt as large as $12.6 billion by 2021-
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2022, and the NZ Auditor General has warned that this debt could be increased further if some 
of the assumptions the Council has made in its long term plan are incorrect.

“Amalgamations into large local government areas of up to 800,000 residents will inevitably lead 
to a reduced sense of local control.  The Panel’s proposal for Local Boards within enlarged 
councils presents an inevitable dilemma. 

“If Boards have little power or responsibility and no resources to take action on behalf of their 
communities - they will be little more than lip service local representation. 

“But giving Local Boards real authority and resources would create a fourth tier of government 
and an additional layer of bureaucracy.

“We are united in our view that any major reform of local government structures and boundaries 
should be done democratically. 

“There must be a clear process for allowing residents and ratepayers to be heard. These views 
must be considered and taken into account. The Panel’s recommendations include no provision 
for this.

“We are committed to ensuring our local communities are heard before the proposal for a “super 
Sydney” council progresses any further,” the Mayors say in their joint submission.
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MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

Mayor     
Ben Keneally   
  
 
 
Monday 8 September 2014  

 
 

 
MAYOR OF BOTANY BAY CONDEMNS BAIRD GOVERNMENT’S  

DODGY FIGURES 
 

Mayor of Botany Bay, Ben Keneally, has condemned the State Government's 
use of dodgy figures to promote their council amalgamation agenda.  
 
The NSW Government has today sought to pave the way for Council 
amalgamations across Sydney using an outdated and inaccurate report on 
Councils’ finances.  
 
“The Government is using historical data that it knows is incorrect in order to 
build a case for forced Council amalgamations. 
 
“The claim that the City of Botany Bay’s finances are ‘weak’ could not be 
further from the truth. A recent 2014 assessment by TCorp upgraded the City 
of Botany Bay to “moderate”, with capacity to meet our financial commitments 
in the long term.  
 
“The City of Botany Bay remains debt free, with more than $50 million in 
investments. Furthermore, our City has kept rates low and has never applied 
for a rate increase above the rate pegging amount.  
 
“Finally the City of Botany Bay’s independent auditor has confirmed that 
Council’s financial position remains ‘sound’,” Mr Keneally said. 
 
“As an example, the City of Botany Bay cash expense ratio is considered 
below benchmark yet by TCorp’s own admission, as at June 2013, Council 
held substantial long term investments. If these term deposits were included 
in this ratio, we would be well above the benchmark for our entire 10 year 
financial plan.  
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Mayor     
Ben Keneally    
     
      
 
 
Wednesday, 10 September 2014 
  

Botany Bay Mayor calls Extraordinary Council Meeting  
Botany Bay Mayor, Ben Keneally, has called an Extraordinary Council Meeting for 
8:00 pm tonight. The Extraordinary Meeting will consider today’s response by the 
State Government to the Independent Review Panel’s Report into Local Government 
Reform. 

The independent Review Panel recommended the City of Botany Bay merge with the 
City of Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra Councils.   

“The City of Botany Bay welcomes the Government’s ‘Fit for the Future’ package 
however it fails to provide assurances to communities that there will be no forced 
amalgamations” said Mr Keneally.  

“The residents of Botany Bay need to know that the State Government will not push 
ahead with forced amalgamations and compromise local democracy. 

"We have asked our residents if they want to amalgamate or remain independent.  
Overwhelmingly almost 97% of respondents want to remain independent", said Mr 
Keneally. 

Mr Keneally said “Council is looking forward to demonstrating to the State 
Government that the City of Botany Bay can meet each of the criteria and the 
benchmarks set by the State Government”. 

“I am confident that Council can prove to the State there is no need to amalgamate 
Botany Bay with any other Council” said Mr Keneally. 
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MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

Mayor     
Ben Keneally    
     
      
 
 
Friday, 10 October 2014 
  

"Premier Must Come Clean on Plans for Amalgamation" 
The Mayor of the City of Botany Bay, Mr Ben Keneally, has called on Premier Mike 
Baird to come clean on the issue of forced amalgamations. 
  
After the Government announced its ‘Fit for the Future’ package Mr Keneally wrote 
to the Premier seeking an assurance that the government maintained its policy 
position against forced council amalgamations. The Premier’s reply failed to answer 
the question, simply cutting and pasting his press release as a response. 
  
"It is not good enough that the Premier won't answer a straightforward question", 
said Mr Keneally.  
  
“I am concerned that the Premier’s avoidance of the question signals his intention to 
simply ram through amalgamations after the State Election. The voters of NSW 
deserve a clear statement of his intentions.” 
 
“I will be working with Mayors from across Sydney and across the political spectrum 
to demand that the Premier is honest with the people of NSW and clearly states his 
intentions.” 
 
“The residents of Botany Bay need to know that the State Government will not push 
ahead with forced amalgamations and compromise our local democracy.  
  
"Overwhelmingly our residents want to remain independent", said Mr Keneally.  “It is 
ludicrous to believe that our residents will get the same service with just one council 
serving all of Botany Bay, Randwick, Waverley, Woollahra and Sydney” 
 
“Our Council is financially viable, highly efficient and well run, yet small enough to be 
caring and really understand local concerns”. 
  
“Botany Bay people do not want to be governed from George Street’, Mr Keneally 
said. 
  
“I am confident that the City of Botany Bay can prove with objective data that there is 
no need to amalgamate Botany Bay with any other council.  The State Government 
need to answer the simple question – will they or won’t they force amalgamations”, 
said Mr Keneally. 
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MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

Mayor     
Ben Keneally    
 
Thursday 29 January 2015 

 
END THE DOUBLESPEAK – IT’S TIME FOR HONESTY ABOUT 

AMALGAMATION 
 

The Mayor of Botany Bay, Ben Keneally, today condemned the Baird Government’s 
Fit for the Future strategy as a smoke screen for compulsory amalgamation.  
 
“Fit for the Future gives each Council two options, they can tell the Government 
which model of amalgamation it prefers; or, prove to the Government it can survive 
without amalgamation. 
 
“At no point has the Premier or the Minister for Local Government been required to 
make, let alone prove, their case for widespread amalgamation.” 
 
Mayor Keneally said that the Government continues to refuse to even define key 
terms including “scale and capacity”. 
 
“The Minister for Local Government says Councils must prove they have ‘scale and 
capacity’ yet nobody seems to be able to explain what this means. 
 
“In 2013 the City of Botany Bay undertook a poll of local residents on the issue of 
amalgamation which found that 97 per cent of respondents opposed amalgamation 
and supported Botany Bay remaining independent” Mr Keneally said. 
 
“If Councils are to further consult with our residents regarding amalgamation, the 
Baird Government must first be honest about its intentions.  
 
“There is no point wasting money on polls or referenda if the Government intends to 
ignore the outcome. 
 
“If the Government intends to force amalgamation on Councils without popular 
support, then it should have the decency to admit that to the people. 
 
“The Government should outline its policy and seek a formal mandate at the 
upcoming election in March. 
 
“I will continue to fight to make sure that local democracy is preserved and that the 
City of Botany Bay remains independent.” 
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Correspondence regarding 
amalgamations process
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