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Section 1.2 The Rural Council Characteristics 

1.1 Reference 1 - Sinclair, Knight, Mertz, 2010, Strengthening Basin Communities: A 

future with less water, 2010, Page i 
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1.2 Reference 2 –Impacts of water trading in the southern Murray–Darling Basin between 

2006–07 and 2010–11, National Water Commission, 2012.  

http://archive.nwc.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/22009/NWC_7019_WTR_Chapter-6.pdf 

 

http://archive.nwc.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/22009/NWC_7019_WTR_Chapter-6.pdf
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1.3 Reference 3: New South Wales State and Local Government Area Population, 

Household and Dwelling Projections: 2014 Final, 31st March, 2015 

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/en-

au/deliveringhomes/populationandhouseholdprojections/data.aspx 

 

New South Wales State and Local Government Area Population, Household and Dwelling Projections: 

2014 Final 

 

 

  

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/en-au/deliveringhomes/populationandhouseholdprojections/data.aspx
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/en-au/deliveringhomes/populationandhouseholdprojections/data.aspx
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1.4 Reference 4: Population and household forecasts, 2011 to 2036, prepared by .id, the 

population experts, May 2015, P5 
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1.5 Reference 5: Table 1. Estimated Resident Population, Local Government Areas, New South Wales_Murrumbidgee 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3218.0/ 

 

 

 

  

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3218.0/


8 | P a g e S u p p o r t i n g  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  M u r r u m b i d g e e  S h i r e  C o u n c i l  

 

 

1.6 Reference 6 & 8: Strengthening Basin Communities: A future with less water, P4 
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1.7 Reference 7: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2011 Census, 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3218.0/ Downloads 

 

  

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3218.0/
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1.8 Reference 9 & 10: Source: Strengthening Basin Communities: A future with less water, 

2010, Sinclair, Knight, Mertz, P20 
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1.9 Reference 11, 14 & 16: Rural Councils in NSW – OLG Comparative Data 2013/2014 Analysis 
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1.10 Reference 12: Volume 1: Evolution in Community Governance: Building on What 

Works, 2011, ACELG 

http://www.acelg.org.au/publications/evolution-community-governance-building-what-works 

  

http://www.acelg.org.au/publications/evolution-community-governance-building-what-works
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1.11 Reference 13 & 19: Survey Results – Murrumbidgee Shire Fit for the Future 
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Q5 - Which do you support and why? - Other (please specify) 
1 Griffith 

2 Jerilderie Shire 

3 Why should we share the wealth with another shire that our shire has built up over the years. Our shire 
would be left with nothing and will die. 

4 Jerilderie 

5 Jerilderie (Griffith gets sued all the time) Because MSC is the only council in the black. They are doing 
a good job. 

6 Jerilderie 

7 Jerilderie 

8 Jerilderie 

9 Both options are worth considering but never with Griffith, never. 

10 Jerilderie Shire (only) because half our Coly population already belongs to Jerilderie Shire and 
because it makes sense. 

11 Jerilderie 

12 Jerilderie 

13 Neither 

14 Griffith - due to community of interest. Our population is not enough to support the necessary programs 
efficiently. 

15 Jerilderie - makes better roads, has better equipment. 

16 If you are going to amalgamate - Jerilderie 

17 Jerilderie if any 

18 Did not identify a shire amalgamation, need to be similar and efficient. It would be nice to stand alone if 
realist going into the future. 
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19 Jerilderie - Have ben watching Griffith Council's antics for years 

20 Jerilderie - I see benefit in sharing resources and skills 

21 But not with Griffith. 

22 Jerilderie - provided the $$ stack up and the benefits. 

23 A stand alone rural council would continue to benefit the standard of services we have and can afford. 

24 Quite happy with our shire as is. 

25 This council is doing a good job, don't want to change anything. 

26 Amalgamation with another shire will always favour one previous shire or the other causing an unfair 
bias. 

27 Rural Council - After listening to the speakers and the Mayor. 

28 Rural Council - After listening to the speakers and the Mayor. 

29 Rural Council - After listening to the GM and the Mayor. 

30 It is my opinion 

31 Out town will suffer as nothing will be done here. House prices will drop, jobs will go. All in all, not good 
for this community. 

32 Jerilderie - It seems Murrumbidgee Shire is unable to fix up roads that are destroyed. the eastern end 
of Channel 9 Road must be the worst road in the state. 

33 More direct representation of residents, personal contact with councillors and council staff who can 
have closer 'on-the-ground' knowledge of problems and issues. 

34 Jerilderie - small council less political interference, face to face contact with councillors 

35 If we amalgamate we will be swallowed up & spat out by larger councils and will receive very limited 
resources in our area.  Locals who are employed by our shire will find it hard to find other employment 
in the area & if they have to move it doesn't help other services in our towns including doctors, schools, 
ambulance & shops 

36 Jerilderie Shire 

37 Split DP to Griffith and remainder to Jerilderie 

38 Jerilderie 

39 Jerilderie- need not be total amalgamation, rather a closer working agreement .there must be 
efficiencies to be gained by working with other like organisations   What do Jerilderie ratepayers think, 
especially those with no connection to Coly/DPoint? 
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Q7 - Do you have any further comments at this time? - Open-Ended Response 
1 I believe that Murrumbidgee should merger with Griffith as this would improve our services and lifestyles 

well into the future. Also, we all use Griffith services such as the Airport, Pool, Schools, shopping, 
suppliers and retailers to some degree, so you can say at present so we are semi de-facto now. So I ask 
what is the problem of merging to improve our services in the future, or is it just to save political careers. 

2 As a Business owner, farm and House owner in the Murrumbidgee Shire I am totally against merging with 
Griffith City Council and would prefer that we explore other avenues with councils of a similar size, ie 
Jerilderie Shire Council. If this merger has to happen, the Murrumbidgee Shire townships, businesses and 
area need assurance that they will not be forgotten about, as I think they would, and be supported by the 
new council as they are now. Once again, as far as the merger with Griffith is concerned, I am against! 

3 Very happy with Murrumbidgee Shire's record of providing the services we need at a high standard. Good 
information presented clearly at Darlington Point Public Meeting. Extra advertising of public meeting - 
school news Mondays, Club newsletter fortnightly, shop windows. 

4 Quite happy what the shire is doing. It has been doing it for a long time. 

5 Our Shire has proven it has the capacity to efficiently provide the services we require economically. We 
have that local "feel". An excellent presentation in Darlington Point on Wednesday 27 May. 

6 All of Murrumbidgee Shire was meant to include Coleambally Irrigation Area.   Boundary adjustments - 
Murrumbidgee Shire  1/ All of the CIA should be in the one Shire  2/ Ideally this would be a Shire with its 
northern boundary as the Murrumbidgee River and its Southern the Yanko Creek.  3/ It includes the 
Irrigation area, river pumpers and bore pumpers (and outfall customers)  4/ The reasons - Murrumbidgee 
Shire provides education, Health and Recreational facilities for the region.  Benefits  1/ All would be in the 
one State, Federal and Local Govt Area.  2/ MSC and CICL would have common ground for State and 
Federal Funding (Roads, Bridges and Environmental outcomes)  3/ Postcode 2707 is the basis of 
services and funding.  Note  1 - this was a previous proposal of the Departments and was the basis of a 
land claim by Griffith City Council (The mobile library agreement would continue if desired)  2 - Water and 
sewerage in Coly and DPt are efficient and should not be amalgamated with other systems  3 - The 
Murrumbidgee River System is the catalyst to this proposal 

7 By Working cooperatively with adjoining councils and with Coleambally Irrigation, Murrumbidgee is Fit For 
the Future as a Stand alone Rural Council. We just have to convince the State Government. We have 
substantial cash reserves. Griffith has huge borrowings $15M. The benchmarks chosen are very flawed 
and do not apply to a Rural Council. We do not want a repeat of the Socialist grab of the County Councils 
in the past. Murrumbidgee County Council was viable and had cash reserves. The State Government are 
on a "hollow log" cash raid again. 

8 Jerilderie has better equipment for maintaining roads - we need better roads. 

9 We moved from Griffith in 1989. Our Council works well, theirs doesn't. NSW Government is foolish to 
expect good councils to prop up bad ones, it's only a short term fix.  Rural Councils have an issue of 
distance. City (Sydney) have to rationalise. Cr Austin Evans addressed both Lions Clubs on May 7. We let 
him know our feelings. 

10 Murrumbidgee Shire has provided excellent service over many years. A local council has an 
understanding of local problems and local citizens. 

11 Happy with Murrumbidgee as stand alone. Most definitely not Griffith NO NO NO.  Jerilderie probably OK. 

12 Do not merge with Griffith Council. 

13 If amalgamated, MSC will lose its voice. All the money won't go to the Murrumbidgee Shire. 

14 Jerilderie, Coleambally, Darlington Point - like minded communities 

15 So that we can have more control over our future. 

16 I believe a merger will benefit Griffith not Darlington Point. 

17 A council area similar to ours, so similar issues. If we stand alone, we will get knocked over next time with 
no say. 

18 Too many unknowns, do both councils share equipment, staff, income, debits etc.?? 

19 Cost of running a single council, large portion of farms in area come under Jerilderie Shire, Farms under 
Jerilderie Shire most probably do their shopping in Coleambally. 

20 Do not want to amalgamate with Griffith shire. Want a local office an want local workers, not fly in fly out 
workers. 

21 I and many like me feel that council failed us. Council should have held community meetings first, not last. 

22 We really need to amalgamate with Jerilderie Shire sooner than later. 

23 My Council has more to offer than any amalgamation. I would like more done on the levee bank on the 
north side 

24 We have been a stand alone council for how many years but if we were forced to I would prefer Jerilderie. 

25 I think it would be unfair to the people that live in the towns. 

26 We think Murrumbidgee Council is doing okay as it is. 
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27 I cannot see any advantage in amalgamations. 

28 The two shires are a good fit, economies of scale can assist n cost reductions. Both are reasonably 
productive shires with like interests.  Stand alone is my second preference. 

29 I would prefer a stand alone Rural Council and feel both Coleambally and Darlington Point would benefit 
as council knows the needs of the area. If however, this is not possible, I would prefer to amalgamate with 
the Jerilderie Shire. Whichever way the Fit for the Future proposal goes, I feel confident that our council 
will make the best decisions for the people of the shire. 

30 Split the Council in half - Darlington Point with Griffith and Coleambally with Jerilderie. You are a bit late to 
be assessing this + running meetings in May. Consultation needed to be a while ago. Fit for the Future 
report was finalised by State Government Panel in October 2013. But anyway, thanks for consulting and 
best wishes. Good luck. 

31 The only community of interest with Jerilderie is the fact that some of the CIA is in their shire. Event these 
residents look to Griffith as their centre. 

32  

33 Better Services - too big an area to control if amalgamated.  I would not choose to amalgamate with 
Griffith, Jerilderie would be my choice if we had to. 

34 Because our Council looks after us. If we join Griffith, they'll forget about us. 

35 Second choice to stand alone would be to merge with Jerilderie. We would benefit more by going to 
Jerilderie than Griffith. 

36 Murrumbidgee Shire Council is self-sufficient and financially viable as a stand alone. 

37 A stand alone rural council will do more for the area. If it has to go to a neighbour shire, would prefer 
Jerilderie. 

38 Our shire is viable and maintenance wise. If we are to amalgamate - Jerilderie. 

39 IF we amalgamate with Griffith, all monies will go to them and we will get nothing or at the most - very 
little. Will wait and see. 

40 I don't see many benefits to us in amalgamation, particularly with Griffith. If amalgamation is necessary, 
Jerilderie would be the preferred option. 

41 I wouldn't like to see our community lose anything we have. I think amalgamating may cause that to 
happen. 

42 Small industry blocks. Blocks for Rural/Small Hectare residential (serviced) 

43 Roads, Rubbish, Reticulation - what else matters? 

44 Merging with neighbouring councils doesn't seem to benefit our shire. Financial reasons, it will cost us to 
join. 

45 MSC is working well now - why change it. 

46 What other choice have we got? 

47 We are a well run, financial council. I don't like being forced to change. 

48 At this stage I cannot see that a major benefit can be gained with merging with Griffith worse off. There 
are similarities with Jerilderie. 

49 I hope sane heads will prevail. 

50 If Murrumbidgee shire was forced to amalgamate, I would prefer it not be with Griffith Shire. 

51 The Shire delivers the services we want. 

52 The shire delivers the services we want. 

53 The shire delivers the services we want 

54 No 

55 If we have to amalgamate I would prefer not to go with Griffith, although we were told by the government 
that there would be no forced amalgamations. 

56 I feel that big brother syndrome will completely take us over, we will lose independence, as a stand alone 
shire and will cost jobs and rate rises. 

57 We were told through the newsletter Channel 9 Rd would be fixed in March. It's now the end of May. 

58 Those things mentioned in Q7 are enormous assets, all of which would be lost in larger LGA; a large 
impersonal organisation would fail to deliver. 

59 Stand alone would be best option I think Griffith would be the next 

60 Where is the Shire at in relation to meeting the criteria under the Fit for the Future program? 

61 I think we should have more discos and have more things for the young kids like motor bike tracks and 
more family stuff the kids today have nothing for them like we had as kids bring back the tae kung doe 
lessons things like that there needs to be more young people involved with dessions not just middle aged 
people that have no clue on what young people and kids want today how's about you get out there and 
ask 

62 Murrumbidgee has a proud heritage of serving our communities.  If a merger with a neighbouring Council 
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is the available option, I believe that Jerilderie Shire Council would be the best option.  We share the 
Coleambally Irrigation Area and I believe that our two towns would be taken care of.  I suspect that if the 
available option is a merger with Griffith City Council, that our two towns would be forgotten in favour of 
the larger city needs.  I should disclose that I am a ratepayer in Murrumbidgee Shire Council, although I 
live and am a ratepayer in Jerilderie LGA.   I am also a long serving employee of Murrumbidgee Shire 
Council 

63 If the business case with Jerilderie is positive then I would consider that the better way to go.  If we go with 
being a stand alone council, which has worked well up till now, and if continued would obviously 
necessitate increased rates, etc, we would be more open to further interference from NSW Government at 
a later date pushing us to link up with the nearest big council, namely Griffith, which is what we definitely 
do NOT want. If we join up with Jerilderie now and we, two smaller populated rural councils joined as one, 
make a go of it and run our council matters with care and concern, then we are more likely to be stronger 
for the next push to amalgamate and cut costs. 

64 I feel that the funds that have been saved over the years have to be used within our Shire to benefit those 
who have paid so far, I have lived in both towns, both my husband and I have worked for the Shire, owned 
a rural property within the Shire  and now live in the town of Darlington Point, I have no bias towards either 
town but I do feel that we only do patch up jobs compared to most other Shires and do not take on many 
new projects. We have to promote the river of Darlington Point, at the moment it is low and perfect time to 
push up the sand for a permanent beach with good BBQ area, lawn and toilet facilities. Every weekend I 
can see the he amount of tourists from my verandah and I don't think you realise just how many there 
are.The river is the major attraction to the area. I also feel that it is time that the Councillors made better 
decisions with their choice of General Managers. The Shire must lead from the top and if we cannot get 
some consistency with General managers it creates a very slow Shire, stopping and starting to sort out 
the nonsense that occurs from bad choices. The staff in the office should be rewarded on their dedication 
in a very difficult working environment with many changes to their leaders. 

65 Website is an information source rather than a communications medium 
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1.12 Reference 15: Revitalising Local Government – Final Report of the NSW Local Government Independent Review Panel, 2013, 

p114. 

 



20 | P a g e S u p p o r t i n g  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  M u r r u m b i d g e e  S h i r e  C o u n c i l  

 

 

1.13 Reference 17, KJA Report, Fit for the Future Facilitated Workshop for Griffith City Council and 

Murrumbidgee Shire Council, P5 
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1.14 Reference 18: Jerilderie - Murrumbidgee Merger Business Case – Final Draft, Jerilderie 

Shire and Murrumbidgee Shire Councils, June 2015, p48 
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Section 2.2 – Performance Against Fit for the Future Benchmarks 

2.2.1 - General Fund Long Term Financial Plan 2015/16 – 2024/25, Include Income Statement, Balance Sheets, Cashflow & Equity Statement 
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2.2.2 - Graphed Operating Performance Ratio and Supporting Financial Numbers 2010/11 – 2024/25 
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2.2.3 - General Fund Operating Result Per Resident and Supporting Financial Numbers 2011/12 - 2024/25 
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2.2.4 - Graphed Own Source of Revenue (including FAG) and Supporting Financial Numbers 2010/11 – 2024/25 (rolling three year average) 
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2.2.5 - Financial Assistance Grant – normalised - calculations 
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2.2.6 - Graphed Own Source of Revenue (excluding FAG) and Supporting Financial Numbers 2010/11 – 2024/25 (rolling three year average) 
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2.2.7 - Graphed Building and Infrastructure Renewal Ratio 2010/11 - 2024/25 and Supporting Financial Numbers (rolling three year 

average) 
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2.2.8 - Graphed Cash and Cash Equivalents End of the Year 2013/14 - 2024/25  
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2.2.9 - Graphed Cash and Cash Equivalents - Internal Restrictions and Unrestricted Only End of the Year 2013/14 - 2024/25 
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2.2.10 - Graphed Infrastructure Backlog Ratio 2008/09 - 2024/25 and Supporting Financial Numbers (single year) 
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2.2.11 - Graphed Asset Maintenance Ratio 2010/11 - 2024/25 and Supporting Financial Numbers (rolling three-year average) 
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2.2.12 - Graphed Debt Service Ratio 2010/11 - 2024/25 and Supporting Financial Numbers 
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2.2.13 - Graphed Real Operating Expenditure per Capita 2006/07 – 2023/24 and Supporting Financial Numbers 
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Real Operating Expenditure per Capita ($000) 

 
2006/ 
2007 

2007/ 
2008 

2008/ 
2009 

2009/ 
2010 

2010/ 
2011 

2011/ 
2012 

2012/ 
2013 

2013/ 
2014 

2014/ 
2015 

2015/ 
2016 

2016/ 
2017 

2017/ 
2018 

2018/ 
2019 

2019/ 
2020 

2020/ 
2021 

2021/ 
2022 

2022/ 
2023 

2023/ 
2024 

2024/ 
2025 

Result 1.57 1.71 1.81 1.96 2.27 2.63 2.41 1.95 1.79 1.74 1.71 1.65 1.65 1.62 1.60 1.58 1.56 1.54 1.46 
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Real Operating Expenditure per Capita Data 

 

   

2006/ 
2007 

2007/ 
2008 

2008/ 
2009 

2009/ 
2010 

2010/ 
2011 

2011/ 
2012 

2012/ 
2013 

2013/ 
2014 

2014/ 
2015 

2015/ 
2016 

2016/ 
2017 

2017/ 
2018 

2018/ 
2019 

2019/ 
2020 

2020/ 
2021 

2021/ 
2022 

2022/ 
2023 

2023/ 
2024 

2024/ 
2025 

 

Total 
Operating 

Expenditure 
Population 

        
Previous 8 Year Average  (2006/2007 - 2013/2014) used for future years calculations 

   

0.973 0.97 0.969 0.977 0.97 0.97 0.966 0.963 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975 0.96975  

2006/07 4056 2514 3946 
                  

1.57 

2007/08 4476 2464 
 

4224 
                 

1.71 

2008/09 4805 2425 
  

4394 
                

1.81 

2009/10 5259 2393 
   

4699 
               

1.96 

2010/11 6181 2365 
    

5357 
              

2.27 

2011/12 7465 2383 
     

6276 
             

2.63 

2012/13 7308 2460 
      

5935 
            

2.41 

2013/14 6225 2503 
       

4868 
           

1.95 

2014/15 5962 2512 
        

4522 
          

1.80 

2015/16 6060 2521 
         

4457 
         

1.77 

2016/17 6188 2529 
          

4413 
        

1.75 

2017/18 6237 2538 
           

4314 
       

1.70 

2018/19 6471 2547 
            

4340 
      

1.70 

2019/20 6650 2556 
             

4325 
     

1.69 

2020/21 6837 2565 
              

4313 
    

1.68 

2021/22 7030 2574 
               

4300 
   

1.67 

2022/23 7231 2583 
                

4289 
  

1.66 

2023/24 7441 2592 
                 

4280 
 

1.65 

2024/25 7659 2601 
                  

4143 1.59 

Note: Annual population increase = 1.0035   

 

 



50 | P a g e S u p p o r t i n g  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  M u r r u m b i d g e e  S h i r e  C o u n c i l  

 

 

Section 2.3 – Water Utility Performance 

2.3.1 - Office of Water – Triple Bottom Line (TBL) Report (2013/14) 
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2.3.2 - Water Fund Long Term Financial Plan 2015/16 – 2024/25 Income Statement 
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2.3.3 - Sewer Fund Long Term Financial Plan 2015/16 – 2024/25 Income Statement 
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Section 3.3 – Community Involvement 

Attachment 3.3 A 
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Attachment 3.3 B 
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Section 3.4 – Other strategies considered 

Attachment 3.4A - Workshop overview Report_Griffith_Murrumbidgee_Final150604 
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Attachment 3.4B - Jerilderie-Murrumbidgee Merger Business Case – SGS Economics and 
Planning. 
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